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Introduction 
Within this essay I will explore how music and art influence each other, and how Wassily Kandinsky, Paul Klee and created works of art inspired by this theory.

Music has always been theorised to reach out to the conscious and subconscious, creating inspiration that allows artists such as Kandinsky to experience the sense of movement while translating it to a canvas.
Kandinsky was drawn to the emotional impact music has on a person, this influence is heavily used throughout his life’s work, including naming ten pieces of his art as Compositions. Kandinsky believes that music has the ability to sculpt a person’s subconscious into an emotional response, that he translated into his work. Determined to break the conformities of the 20’s art style, he spent years studying the relationship between music and art. He explored deeply into abstract art and even developed his own system on geometric figures and their relationship with colours. Kandinsky believed that the circle represented the most peaceful shape and was symbolic of the human spirt. Kandinsky also believed that the chords on a piano corresponded with certain colours and used this practice to create some of his greatest works of art.
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Composition V11 (1913) – Kandinsky 

Composition V11 is an oil on canvas paintings and is on show at The State Tretyahou Gallery Moscow, Russia. Kandinsky spent most of his working life in Germany where he worked on the series of Composition paintings, he went from representational paintings to only abstract work. All of these paintings came from Kandinsky’s quest to explore the relationship of art and musical compositions through painting. He described composition V11 as a symphony of form and colour, but also stated that this painting was the most complex piece he had ever painted. The piece was constructed to target each individual sense and through the overwhelming stimulus provoke an emotional response. Due to the complexity behind the creation of each composition, the art can be interpreted in many different ways. This would be the desired reaction from Kandinsky, as he was a true believer of the individual interpretation and representation of art.






In 1920, Paul Klee’s love for classical music and painting were combined, in a piece titled “Hoffmanesque fairy tale”. Klee was raised from a young age around music, his father was a music teacher and encouraged Klee to play the violin as a child, Klee showed promise for a potential future music career. Until a trip to Hammamet and Kairovan changed Klee’s perspective on colour “Colour and I are one. I am a painter.” Klee then went on to pursue a successful career in abstraction art. Rainer Maria Rilke wrote about Klee in 1921, "Even if you hadn’t told me he plays the violin, I would have guessed that on many occasions his drawings were transcriptions of music."
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Hoffmanesque Fairy Tale Scene 1921

Hoffmaneque fairy tale piece was inspired by Jacques Offenback’s opera, Klee went to see the performance several times during the creation of this piece (insert quote about opera).
In 1911 Klee became a part of the German expressionist group, The Blue Rider. Founded by Kandinsky and Franz Marc. Kandinsky and Klee became friends and had a heavy influence on the style of his work. 
Paul Klee, extensive researcher into the theory of a connection between colour and music. Wrote extensive texts on the subject, such as Writings on Form and Design Theory (Schriften zur Form und Gestaltungslehre), and shared a similar artistic view as his friend and colleague Wassily Kandinsky. Both of whom were creating art in the 1920’s, amongst a post World War I society, under similar views on the defined boundaries of society. Abstract art was a creative movement that allowed these artists to express themselves visually through the influence of music.












Even though music has inspired a lot of art though the year art has also inspired music though many different ways such as Arake’s process, Die Toteninsel and The course of empire all have these have inspired films and music.
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Beyonce- Hold up                         Pipilott rist – Ever is over all 
2016                                              1997

Since Beyonce’s video for her single Hold Up was realised in 2016 there has been a lot of convocation weather she was inspired by Rist’s two installation pieaces that she put together for the 47th Venice Biennale in 1997.
Both of the vidios show themselves as strong women smashing up a stereotypical masklin object (car). The message they are both giving off is that they as women are taking theyre control back.  
Pipilott Rist inspired one of the biggest pop vidios by continuing to explore art, music and the female gaze. In many of her early years in her work Rist interpritaded pop music in her own way and style.
The parallels between the two mediums is a flow of inspiration, able to influence across the years to artists of all forms. In an example of music being influenced by art, Rists’ feminist art installation video pieces, scenes of a strong woman destroying a ‘masculine’ car, show a strong direction of creativity in Beyoncé’s music video ‘Hold Up’. Beyoncé being amongst some of the most current feminist influence through music in society, is also creating her art around her political views. Politically," she says, "I am a feminist, but personally, I am not. For me, the image of a woman in my art does not stand just for women: she stands for all humans. I hope a young guy can take just as much from my art as any woman."
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