Critically discuss three images 
which can be seen to perpetuate stereotypical attitudes for a group of people.

This portfolio will be looking at three images to Critically discuss how they can be seen to perpetuate stereotypical attitudes for a group of people, with images influencing people’s perceptions. (Kapferer, 2012). The images below will look at poverty and low income, focusing mainly on the perception of those on benefits and depend on the welfare state in Britain. The characteristics of those on low incomes are, that they often do not cocomplete their education, they most often live in rural areas, and that they often do not work or work in agriculture (Sumner, 2013). Stereotypes are a generalisation about a subgroup. The stereotypes people hold, comes out in the way they speak to people, their opinions, and their actions as these generalisations influence them (Beeghly, 2015). Those who are on low income, or on a form of welfare, and are below the poverty line are often stereotyped and ridiculed by society (Williamson, 1974). This is especially true by the media and sometimes the government, both perpetuating stereotypical attitudes and excusing the public’s stereotypical view, while even encouraging it in some cases. This is carried out by newspaper articles and TV shows, dubbed as poverty porn. Using images or footage of those who are poor for entertainment purposes (Paul, 2013). Mainstream media such as this allows these attitudes and stereotyping to become normalised, with not so mainstream media and internet forums discussing benefits and scrounger bashing (Morrison, 2021) There are a lot of stereotypes about those on low incomes that are commonplace. That includes but is not limited to the belief that poor people are lazy, overweight and have many children, which we will explore further through these images and theories on stereotypes (Strauss, 2012).
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(Williams, 2015).

Stereotyping is generalising a group of people; this image helps perpetuate stereotypes, with images having influence on the way people think about society (Kapferer, 2012) Image 1 was published in The Sun newspaper and website in 2015 (Williams, 2015).  In stereotyping people are categorised in this case this would be those who receive a form of welfare from the government (Romano, 2012)This process of categorisation can greatly influence people’s thoughts and their social interactions. This system of categorisation and stereotypes impact an individual’s interpretation of information, previous and current (Hamilton, 2015), making it very difficult to change their perception (Mendoza-Denton, 2011).  When receiving information that agrees with a stereotype that a person already has, they will accept, however this is not the same the other way round, where the information contradicts what they already believe.  Then this portrayal of people on benefits in this negative manner helps reinforce these negative conceptions (Baron, et al., 1989). The image takes advantage of these stereotypes having dedicated ‘Welfies’, The Suns award for being on benefits, fitting stereotypes such as those on benefits have many children with their ‘Put a Knot in it Award’ and that they avoid employment with the ’Jobdodges Award’ (Williams, 2015).

A person’s socio-economic background is not protected under the Equality Act 2010, with it not covered under the nine characteristics. Therefore, is often ignored by policy makers and society and is at times not considered when making decisions and creating policy (Stone, 2021) (Morrison, 2021). It was originally planned to be part of the Act however it was removed under the Conservative and Liberal Democrat coalition. The government at the time said it was so that they did not categorize people(Office & May, 2010). However, at the time the government was pursuing an agenda of austerity. If it had been passed some of their austerity measures could have been classed as unlawful by the courts (Stone, 2021).

The media goes through cycles of negative cover of benefit claimants, this influences the public’s opinion on benefits. Even as news on this subject decreases in volume, these negative opinions stay with them, perpetuating these stereotypes (Mendoza-Denton, 2011). The influence of the media and how difficult it is to overcome stereotypes both help to contribute to the concept of social control. Especially with people finding information they agree with already to be more acceptable.   People’s perception of themselves and society are strongly influenced by the media, the media is controlled by the wealthy allowing them to push their agenda onto the masses (Booker, 2018).  It can also act as a form on indirect control with the media making it ok for society to ridicule those on low income (Williamson, 1974). With those who consume this media influenced by it, either taken on new beliefs or have pre-existing ones reinforced. This contributes towards making it socially acceptable to stereotype and have prejudices against those who live in poverty. 

 The Sun is one of the bestselling newspapers in the UK (Sweney, 2020).  For the last several decades The Sun has almost always backed the winning political party in the UK general election (Worrall, 2015).  It is a wide reaching extremely popular news source, consumed by many people in the UK, the outlet therefore has a very broad reach across the country and a large cultural influence  (YouGov, 2012). This could also be looked at as a form of social control due to the media’s portrayal of this group as deviants and not upholding society’s normative values. (Chriss, 2021). Social control is how society makes individuals conform, coercing them to follow and believe societies social norms and values (Chriss, 2021).This media outlet then has helped to perpetuate these stereotypes through social control This webpage created by The Sun helped perpetuate stereotypes , strengthening negative attitudes towards benefit claimants. This is a mainstream media outlet taking part in scrounger bashing, a culture or habit of attacking those who are poor and are perceived as lazy who are often more targeted during times of financial hardship or crises (Morrison, 2021).
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(Platell, 2010).

The second image helps to further perpetuate stereotypes. It is a picture of a family who are on benefits, taken from an article published in the Daily Mail a right-wing media outlet (Platell, 2010). Smaller in scale than The Sun’s image and article this follows just one family. Depicting the family ‘lounging on the sofa, wearing lounge wear and slippers’ does not seem to be a coincidence, with the stereotype that poorer people are lazy (Szalavitz, 2017).The article is critical of the family but not outwardly avoiding language that could be seen as strongly negative (Platell, 2010).

The article immediately jumps to fact that the family run two cars and describes the state of their lawn with a photo of one of their cars included as well. However, it does not note the condition of the car despite it being in the article’s title (North Wales Live, 2010). Mentioning the TV screen in their messy home, the article itself is extremely negative in the depiction of the family (Platell, 2010). This seems to be deliberately provocative with its wording and highlighting things that they have, insinuating they should not have things, pushing negative attitudes towards people on benefits, perpetuating the stereotype.

 This article focuses on handouts and the monetary benefits that the families receive (Platell, 2010). It does mention some of the issues around employment in the area, but it does not cover the other factors that affect their lives. In the UK the idea of meritocracy is the prevailing belief, both how society works and how it should work (Booker, 2018; Licence, 2016). An increase in the belief  people did not deserve benefits began in the late 00s as the financial crisis started,  this is important when coming to meritocracy, with benefits a step to improve people’s opportunity, with fraud no longer the concern but the fact that people do nothing to receive these benefits , (Williamson, 1974). This attitude does not give people equal opportunities as people do not think they should have help, so steps are not taken to increase social mobility to make real meritocracy possible (Morrison, 2021). This is linked back to social control with the media and government contributing to these stereotypes, making these beliefs in meritocracy significant. There are many barriers that those on low incomes face. This can be especially more so in rural communities (Shaw, et al., 2016) these barriers include education and transport. Which when looking at characteristics of those who live in poverty, they often live in rural areas with poor transport links (Calder, 2016). The Isle of Anglesey is a rural place with a population density of 97 people per square kilometre compared to a combined 395 people per square kilometre in England and Wales (Office of National Statistics, 2021). The article ignores these facts choosing to focus on just the family.

This article perpetuates stereotypes by causing outrage, highlighting these individuals as the main problem, yes it does acknowledge some of the issues they face but not enough to justify the harsh language in which it speaks about the family (Platell, 2010). This article highlights the problem and says they should be able to help themselves, they just need to get a job. Reinforcing the idea of meritocracy makes people blame themselves and others on their position (Morrison, 2021). Later, after the Daily Mail article there were protests held by parents and their children’s school over these benefits (North Wales Live, 2010). Showing that people do consume this media and have reactions to it, due to this portrayal. There was an earlier article on the BBC which covered their son Tie who suffers from a skin condition is mentioned (BBC, 2007). The Daily Mail exploited and sensationalised this family for the sake of outrage making this noteworthy family news, all this negative focus appearing like a pattern rather than the exception (Brown, 2017), making the public have negative attitudes on benefit recipients.

The Daily Mail is a staunchly right-wing newspaper and website (YouGov, 2017). Consistently supporting the UK’s Conservative Party (The Gaurdian, 2010). It is also one of the UK’s least trusted sources for news (Matsa, et al., 2018). But it is still widely available and read, with it just like The Sun being one of the most sold newspapers in the UK (Sweney, 2020). So, like The Sun it has a large readership and will influence how people think of others. The government has responded to the stereotype that low-income families have many children, and introduced a benefit cap on child benefit, limiting the number to two children, reinforcing the idea that having many children is the problem and reinforcing the stereotype within its policies. (Whitham, 2012). However, in 2020-2021 only 788,000 of households with more than two children claimed child benefit out of a total 7.74 million families claiming child benefit. (HM Revenue & Customs, 2022) (With 38.3% of people receiving universal credit working When the additional £20 in universal credit that was given to people during the pandemic was mostly benefiting working families and before the pandemic out of the 14.5 million households in poverty 57% were working households (Klair, 2021). The government here has helped perpetuate negative attitudes, with policy that directly focuses on big families. 
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(Parsons, n.d.).

The third image is a meme. Memes can be an image or short clip  which is edited to produce a joke or piece of observation, or to make something relatable to the reader (Gal, et al., 2016). Listing out stereotypical attitudes to those who receive benefits the meme focuses on them being lazy, highlighting that they are in pyjamas and that they have more than the bare minimum as they have an iPhone (Fung, 2017). It mentions hard working people have a portion of their income given away for people who fit these stereotypes (Parsons, n.d.). The man in the image has his hand to his head in mock surprise of this revelation, this fake surprise shows that the creator of this meme already believes this information. It is a pre-existing stereotype in their head, further sharing a meme will influence and help reinforce these opinions in other people (Mendoza-Denton, 2011).Even when compared to other sources that deliver information memes still have this affect, even if they  are quick and easy to consume and lack the depth of these other sources (Penney, 2020). They still have this influence to reinforce ideas. Acting as a form of social control with it being normalised by being shared on social media, (Hunting, 2020). Again, socio economic background is not found in the Equality Act 2010. The meme itself is therefore not ridiculing anything in the Act.

 
Looking at memes academically is not the easiest source to use, as it is often unclear what the true meaning of the meme is, weather it is sarcastic or genuine, who the creator is and when or why the meme was created due to their sharable nature (Nita, et al., 2021). However, despite these problems they should not be ignored as they still do reflect the opinions of everyday people. As they are created by individual users generally rather than big media outlets for specific purposes, like the previous images (Nita, et al., 2021). 

Conclusion
Overall stereotypes are perpetuated in these images, through the fact that once a stereotype is believed by an individual or a society, they are extremely difficult to change (Mendoza-Denton, 2011). This makes stereotypes extremely influential in someone’s mind, with their opinions and actions affected upon by their beliefs. The media has a role in this, in their creation of poverty porn for entertainment purposes (Paul, 2013). The government helped by removing the socio-economic duty in the Equality Act 2010, so the could focus on their policy of austerity without legal challenge. The public carry this out with memes and their sharable nature. All of this becomes part of social control, with it becoming normalised to criticise those on benefits, and those on benefits becoming deviants, going against the normative values. (Williamson, 1974). The public also consume this media, these examples being extremely popular in the UK. These images normalise and reinforce these stereotypes, perpetuating negative attitudes to those receiving benefits. 
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