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BMPS 6001 Management of Resources within the Public Sector
Examination Template 10th May 2021
Instructions
1. Students should use this template to write their answers.
2. There are four questions requiring four answers within the two hours allocated.
3. Students are therefore advised to allocate 25 minutes for each answer, allowing 5 minutes per question for proof-reading and amendment.
4. Save your answers regularly and upload the completed document to Turnitin through the link on Moodle.
5. Students must not copy and paste information from the internet or other sources. This will result in a high similarity score and an allegation of Academic Misconduct.
6. Students are not required to provide references to source information unless they wish to do so.
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	Question 1
In 2020, the Parliamentary Budget Cycle was disrupted by the pandemic. What key considerations helped to ensure financial resources were made available to cope with the pressures of the crisis? 


	Write your answer here: Covid 19 had a huge impact on the UK’s budget cycle and lead to the UK’s tax and national insurance receipts fall by £39.6 billion compared to the previous year. The British Government borrowed £350 billion in 2020 to cope with Covid 19 and £200 billion in tax cuts and helping services and families to cope. The British Government set up the furlough scheme which is a scheme where employers will continue to pay staff 80% of their usual wage if they are unable to work through the pandemic. This is great for people as they are not losing their houses or assets because of something they can not control. The Government also helped with business grants, where they offer small amounts of money to small business to help start up projects. These grants do not have to be paid back which means more people are able to start up businesses to help the economy. Track and trace were also set up to help cope with Covid 19, this was to ensure that people who had Covid did not make contact with others and if they did, they would know about it. This could have helped the economy because places would have been able to stay open for longer generating more money for the economy. However, track and trace failed because of a lack of communication and awareness. 




	Question 2
Gendros Council (GC) provides a wide range of public services to the 100,000 people who live in the town. Following a recent local government election, the people of the town expect the Council to allocate public funds responsibly and to deliver much needed public services.

You are the Leader of GC, what are your key considerations in the context of setting priorities, allocating funds, and taking an open and transparent approach to monitoring progress?


	Write your answer here: My priorities as leader of the council are to ensure that each and every member of Gendros community is accounted for, piping money into public services is key to keep our streets safe, we will ensure all members of the community have access to all services (libraries, leisure centres, youth clubs) everyone will be treated fairly regardless of race, age, gender, disabilities. We will ensure the money is spread evenly and there will be a huge presence of police on the streets. Progress will be monitored by online questionnaires, group community meetings, a strong social media presence and open and trustworthy officers who are approachable on the streets of Gendros. 




	Question 3
Responsibility, authority, and delegation are key management terms for public service organisations. Clarify your understanding of these key terms and why they have central importance as services move from high-level strategy to low-level action? 

An awareness of relevant associated management theories might also add value.


	Write your answer here: Local Governments have the responsibility to offer a wide range of services and infrastructure to their communities, these include parks, roads, bridges, community centres and more. They also have the responsibility to organise bin collections and animal registrations. Local government are also responsible for enforcing local laws and maintain the health of the community. This is massively important in a community because without this a community would turn to chaos. 
Local councils are made up of councillors that are elected by the people in the community in local elections, these people are the local authority in that community. These counions try their best to work with schools, businesses and local community centres to deliver local priorities. These local authorities are important to communities because they gather intel on what the community needs and what it is struggling with. They can then improve these areas of weakness in a community to improve the quality of life for the inhabitants. 
Delegation within local authorities is to give somebody the power or duty to responsibly exercise that power or duty. The local government regime states that councils are to point out a CEO who then employs people who are then in responsible for the CEO who is responsible for the council. The person chosen to delegate has extensive powers of delegation under the Local Government Act. The Local Government Act states what powers are to be used and which are not. 





	Question 4
Was Mark Blyth correct – is austerity a dangerous idea? 

In addition to Blyth’s analysis, the theoretical perspectives of Adam Smith, Karl Marx, John Maynard Keynes, and Modern Monetary Theory (one, other or all) will add value.


	Write your answer here: Austerity is defined as economic policies that a government puts in place to control the debt made in the public sector. Mark Blyth was correct when stating austerity is a dangerous idea because it can cripple a county easily. Blyth started off by believing austerity was a good thing and was in favour of the idea until realising the dangerous. A problem with austerity is that in order for people to save money in todays society that need a steady income to do so. With austerity people’s debts are wild and they are unable to earn quicker than they are spending leading to more debt. Blyth proposes that people explore a new strategy based on financial repression instead of austerity as we know it today. Blyth shows how austerity as we know it has never worked by using countries like France and Japan as example and how they suffered massive economic destruction as a result. 
The original purpose of the national debt was to finance state emergencies like war. However, after the war people began to get jobs again and the economy couldn’t cope, and this became too expensive to cope with. This raised concern with the national public debt and the ability to fund it. Despite very recent evidence in the Eurozone suggesting austerity may be shifting into a more balanced way the current situation is unstable as there are significant imbalances within global economics that remain unsolved. History shows that things can go horribly wrong with money in the UK and the financial crisis in 2008/2009 is a big warning and it could happen again. 







