
Archival Exercise 
[bookmark: _GoBack]For the archival exercise, the topics chosen for research will be, for Places and Institutions section, tourism in Tenby and for People and Events, M.W. Shanly, who founded the South Beach Pavilion in Tenby. For my methodology, I have been using The Pembrokeshire Archives to find first-hand materials on these topics. In addition, I have found a photographic record from a respectable source such as a news outlet. As part of the methodology that is required for this topic, I have also came across other locations that contain useful first hand sources related to the matters at hand. This work looks at the period from the eighteenth century to the present day.

A useful source for the purposes of studying tourism in Tenby is the list for the Hotel and Restaurant Association in Tenby. I obtained this source from the Pembrokeshire Archives. It is a membership list of all the involved businesses. This is helpful for understanding the tourism industry in Tenby given that it contains many of the facilities that would be used for staying on holiday. This includes information on the number of rooms in each hotel and it also contains information on the restaurants that were present in Tenby at the time including when they opened for business.  
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A valued source is the account of an unsuccessful attempt by Tenby South Beach Pavilion Limited to establish an amusement park or a music playing venue. This dates back to 16/9/47. The text is the minutes of a council meeting where the decision was made that permission would not be granted. This source has value in that it demonstrates the type of entertainment that was in fashion at this time. It is also a helpful source in that it provides information on the details of how such venues were set up and the various pieces of approval that were required to achieve success in these efforts.
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The documents on the Royal Victoria Pier, an historic attraction in Tenby that has since been dismantled, provide useful source material. The text is comprised of committee papers from 1942. This text is about damage that the pier incurred over the course of a storm and the efforts to have someone look at the condition of the pier and make repairs to it. The advantage of this source comes from the information it provides on a major tourist attraction in Tenby’s history. It also displays the level of importance that was placed on this feature. A large part of what makes this source useful is that it shows the timeline of the events. The other clear value comes from its descriptions of how repairs were managed. It explains to the reader that to make the repairs, the committee reached out to various bodies, from a labour ministry to a specialist firm. Additionally, it shows the delays and difficulties that were experienced during the repair process, such as consulting the incorrect department.
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A government document from the early 1930s about the Tudor Merchant House, or the Old Flemish House as it was known then, provides further useful information. This letter from the town clerk contains advice on how to secure funding. The use of this text in understanding tourism in Tenby is the significance of the building in question as a tourist attraction, as well as assisting the reader to develop a stronger grasp of how the bureaucracy surrounding such attractions have operated over the history of Tenby. In that regard, its use comes from both the information it provides on a tourist attraction and the system in play around its management. 
Haverfordwest
Pembrokeshire Archives 
Tem/SE/4/39
One text with clear use is the letter sent from the Borough Surveyor and Harbourmaster to the Town Clerk, dating 13th May 1968. This discusses damages to the town walls, which could have posed a danger to locals and visitors, and the work that was needed to make repairs to these walls. The letter also discusses the need to make repairs to the tower situated on Castle Hill. This is helpful for a history of tourism in Tenby as both of these sites were intended as tourist attractions. Therefore, the use of a first-hand account documenting them is relevant. It also allows a look at the maintenance and work put into play to keep those areas of the town that had historical value and that would appeal to tourists, in good condition.
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Another source with considerable value is a postcard photograph, taken during the Edwardian period, depicting the Royal Victoria Pier. This is helpful in that it allows greater understanding of the appearance of one of the most significant attractions within Tenby within this time frame. 
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Amongst other sources that have proved useful is another letter on the topic of the Tudor Merchant House, the major town attraction. This letter dates from October 1963 and was addressed to the town clerk by Frank B. Mason. The letter discusses ownership of the building, which was ascribed to the Town Council. The writer’s client was interested in living at the site as a tenant, once it was available. The content of the letter also reveals that another tenant was living there at the time. The value of the source in regards to Tenby’s history of tourism is that allows a further understanding of one of the most important tourist sites in the whole town.
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The newspaper, the Tenby Observer, dating from May 17th, 1929 is of use as source material. This comes from M. W. Shanly and aims to promote knowledge in the town about the opening of his pavilion and restaurant, which was set for the 19th of May. This is a useful source in regard to Shanly as it displays the adverting methods that he used, as well as providing information on the opening of his business. 
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In addition, there is also the corporation of Tenby’s official publication, Tenby South Wales. This book was written in 1929 in order to promote the town and the surrounding area as a tourist destination. One of the early sections of the text contains an account of Shanly’s activities, ranging from his prior businesses to his plans for the pavilion. As a source it is useful as it explains much about what Shanly’s ideas were and how he set about spreading awareness of them in advance. An advantage of the paper is the detail that it provides on the various features of the pavilion, including a garden on the roof, a built-in cinema and a dance hall. An additional use of this text is that the section on Shanly also includes other business in Tenby in which he was involved, such has a café he set up, as well as his role in the leasing of bathing machines in Tenby. It also includes his history prior to coming the town, informing the reader that he worked in London, providing chairs at the Royal Park.
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Another edition of the Tenby Observer provides helpful source material. This edition is dated the 15th March 1929. The newspaper section deals with the case of Shanly’s business associate, who was able to secure legal approval to play music at the pavilion site and includes the proposals for the music hall. This is helpful for understanding the development and the nature of Shanly’s project. It also has the advantage of explaining what forms of entertainment Shanly was using his project, such as the cinema and dancing music. Additionally, it grants insight into how he went about establishing his facility, describing how he needed to firstly acquire licences for the various practices that were held within the pavilion.
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In addition to these written sources, there are also photographic sources connected to Shanly. For example, there is a photograph of the pavilion that he established. The usefulness of this as a source comes from the fact that it provides the researcher with a visual view of what the structure looked like. Such a photo can be seen on the website of the newspaper, the Western Telegraph. 
As for other locations with first-hand information on these subject matters, the Pembrokeshire Archives in Haverfordwest also contain various other sources on these topics that have not been included here, that would also seem to be helpful for the studying of this topic. In addition, there is the Tenby Museum, which has its own collection of archives and records on the topics discussed above. Furthermore, the Tenby Library is in possession of its own archives, including records of newspapers from Tenby, which would suggest that it would be a useful research venue for gathering such first-hand information.




