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	For completion by the first marker:

Comments:
The dissertation investigates beliefs about the Moon among a group of women who participate in Moon Dances and Moon Circles. 

The dissertation is well-structured overall. You have clearly marked chapters including an introduction, literature review, methodology, findings and a conclusion. In each section you introduce the topic of the section and, at the end, summarise and link to the next section. This is well done and makes reading the dissertation easy and enjoyable.

The Introduction is comprehensive in that it introduces the area, states the aim and academic rationale of the dissertation and outlines the methodology to be used. However, on p. 23 you list some definitions of women’s circles that would have been better placed in the Introduction. If a reader is unclear what exactly a women’s circle is, they do not find out until p. 23.
In the Literature Review you begin by identifying themes and correctly return to them during your research and in your conclusions. You separate the literature review into two chapters and while your reason for doing this is unclear, the information itself is well presented.

You use a qualitative research methodology and reference Stake and Hennink, Hutter and Bailey. While these are appropriate references, it would have added greatly to the Methodology Section if you had elaborated on why this approach was suitable and quoted the authors. You do this well when you quote Bell and justify your choice of semi-structured interviews and when you justify your use of coding software, but not in the paragraph where you discuss your introductory letter or when you discuss using questionnaires to duplicate the interviews. This approach was not justified in the Methodology section. Your insider status is well described and defended.
Your Findings are clearly presented under the identified themes and appropriately use quotes from your interviewees. Your Concluions correctly summarise the findings and revisit the aims of the dissertation.

You use an adequate amount of secondary sources using quotes to illustrate your points. On p. 23 you list what you call ‘other influences’ but do not state what their contributions are or what points they make. This could have added more weight to your literature review but as it is, it is a wasted paragraph. Your also use an adequate amount of quotes from your primary sources. 
In places there was a lack of clarity. For example, it was not clear what actually took place during meetings of Moon Circles. Moon Dances, presumably involve the women dancing under the Moon (which you state on p. 25), but it would have greatly helped the reader if this information had been supplied earlier. On p. 25 you mention ‘urban women’s circles’ and state they need no further introduction. This is not helpful to the reader who does not know what they are. 

Some of the terms you use are not explained. For example on p. 8 you state the importance of the ‘sisterhood’ and concern with embodiment, but do not explain what these mean in practice. On p. 33 you refer to Mia as a Chilean doula, but do not explain what that means.
In places there are sweeping statements that cannot be supported. One example is on p. 9, where you state ‘The role of the moon in circes has not been the focus on any research. As you cannot know every piece of academic research ever carried out, you cannot be sure this is correct. 

Despite these flaws, the dissertation is clear, well-structured and well-presented and is deserving of a pass.
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Comments:

This dissertation looks at the perception of, and relationship to, the moon amongst participants in women’s moon dances and moon circles, which as you state in the Abstract, is a global and growing phenomenon. The work is well structured and written in a scholarly but accessible style, observing academic conventions, and is based on a well-conducted qualitative research project.
There is a strong structure which guides the reader through the material in a clear and logical way. You begin with an introduction where you introduce the field of study, stating your research aims and method. Your literature review then examines the available literature from key researchers in the field such as Castro, Longman, Navarro, de la Torre, and Valdés, including important doctoral research accessible to you through your knowledge of Spanish. You grouped your analysis of the literature into themes, which formed a good basis for the formulation of your interview questions. You arranged the literature review into two chapters, one reviewing the key literature on relationship to the moon and the other looking at influences on women’s circles as a growing contemporary phenomenon and then offering an extended definition, including the difference between circles and dances. This gave a good view of the phenomenon more widely, but in Latin America in particular, where several important dances and circles take place. Overall you used a wide range of secondary sources to situate your project, considering that this is generally an under-researched area, as noted by both Longman and Castro. Your research consciously builds on prior studies, examining the references to the moon in existing research on moon circles, and then focusing specifically on the women’s relationship to it as both a symbol and a ‘being’.
Your methodology is clearly stated, including your target group, and you used an appropriate selection of secondary sources to justify your choice of methodology. You could have underlined more clearly in the first two paragraphs of chapter 4 why qualitative research as a genre was the best approach for the project, but in general this section was well done, as was your reflexive section.
The Findings section is likewise clearly laid out, arranged into strong subject areas that emerged from the interviews. Here you discussed each section thoroughly, including an introduction and a conclusion to each section. Importantly, you discussed and interpreted your findings rather than just reporting them, and in doing this you made consistent use of the secondary literature to analyse the results. You included an appropriate amount of quotation from the interviews with your participants.
You made good use of academic conventions, including excellent referencing and correct footnoting.
The points made by the first marker are important to consider, such as the comment about stating a definition of moon circles earlier in the narrative. However, this was a sound piece of qualitative research on a specific aspect of moon circles, namely the significance of the moon itself, how participants perceive the moon and how they relate to it. As such it can make a very valuable contribution to the subject area. 
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