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Having observed a number of teaching practices within the classroom, it exposed me to a multitude of strengths and weaknesses within the school system and how the experience of school life influences young people academically as well as socially in order to become a well-rounded member of society. The school years are a critical time for children, so it is imperative that certain procedures are looked at, and are being appropriately used in the classroom. The Donaldson report has called for huge reforms, and I will be discussing times in which I saw some of the areas which are involved in this pedagogical shift. 
When conducting the observations within school, there were many times where teachers placed a large importance on the ways in which they incorporate maths, literacy, IT as well as life lessons within each class. In the Donaldson report, these skills are explained as being pivotal to each lesson. In Bro Pedr, there were times that I observed great examples of these skills being implemented in to all types of lessons. For example, in DT class, the teacher gave a task which was to complete a flow diagram in accordance to the production of what they had been completing in past classes. This practise was extremely positive and it was effective in maintaining a practical way of merging maths with DT, ensuring it stayed relevant to the subject at hand. Furthermore, for some learners who had additional learning needs, the task was differentiated so there were examples of scaffolding so that the task was able to be accommodated to all learners. This was effective, because the whole class seemed engaged and by the end of the class, everyone had done all the work. Some students did not know what a flow diagram was. By the end of it, they were fully aware of what a flow diagram, is and why it is used in both a general sense and in terms of real life through the implementation of it in direct correlation to what they had been working on. Literacy was encouraged in sociology class where the teacher asked pupils to write small paragraphs explaining certain key terms. There was not a large amount of writing, but enough to get the students into a routine when it came to writing answers. The teacher explained to me that she wanted to prepare the students for times where they are put on the spot with a piece of writing and that she is conditioning the pupils to write efficiently. As well as this, she explained that she believed that students are not asked to be expressive enough with how they formulate their answers. She explained that by giving the children the opportunity to write on the spot, that it allowed for them to be creative and imaginative about things which they may not know much about. The observation with both maths and literacy was helpful to see the practices of including key elements into all lessons, but the downfall of observing this, is that it is not a practice which can be implemented with every subject because sometimes it can be impractical. In 2019, that is why functional skills will be brought into the curriculum so that there can be a more centralised focus onto the skills (Et-foundation.co.uk, 2018). At the moment, with such short lessons, it is hard to incorporate all aspects of this into a lesson. This was evident during the placement, because it seemed that the lessons which had maths and literacy embedded seemed to be overridden by this, therefore leaving the subject itself as slightly lacking in content. With functional skills being added to the curriculum, it gives these skills a better chance to be taught.  
 “We can best help children learn, not by deciding what we think they should learn and thinking of ingenious ways to teach it to them, but by making the world, as far as we can, accessible to them, paying serious attention to what they do, answering their questions -- if they have any -- and helping them explore the things they are most interested in.”- John Holt (Seidel, 2016). This quote from Holt emphasises the role in which teachers have when it comes to their interaction with young people when dealing with education. It projects the notion that teaching is not most effective by dictating every feature of the curriculum onto pupils, but that the classroom should be a place where children have a firm voice as to what they are trying to comprehend. What should emerge from the school system are individuals who have the skills and capabilities to enter life after school as competent and self-assured members of society. This has been a goal for Donaldson, whose review in 2015 reported that a large focal point for the education reforms is that a shift in pedagogy is needed; one which encompasses a more immersive and creative influence on the lesson for example. (Gov.Wales, 2018). In terms of the classroom, I saw examples of this different approach to teaching being incorporated into the lesson. In art class, the teacher had given students the task of creating a collage with the theme of ‘Welsh Landscapes’. In terms of the materials and resources that were being used to complete the task, the teacher gave complete responsibility to the students when it came to finding their own materials. This gave the pupils a sense of freedom where they were only guided by the teacher, but still remained the ones in charge of cultivating their own materials. The learners were all approached one at a time by the teacher who gave each child some one on one time to hear why the pupils picked the resources respective to their own collage. She also asked student to reflect on the choices they made and in many cases the children were enthusiastic to talk about and conduct the collage. I found that this gave the students a sense of independence to explore themselves and to interact with their own understanding of their environment, rather than being fed all the information and resources by the teacher; coupled with a chance to discover themselves in a subtle way. It gave the pupils an opportunity to find things out for themselves. The teacher was excellent at accommodating to the different types of learners. For those who were less engaged with the task and were distracted easily, were given different types of materials to interact with such as a hot glue gun, and an abundance of different types of materials that were scattered around to allow everyone the chance to experiment with them. This approach to the lesson was one which made me understand that there is a positive result to having a child-centred influence in classes. From observing the classroom it was interesting to see how the children all seemed a lot calmer and, but also happier when given the chance to explore a theme for themselves. Where as in a different class such as mathematics, there was an overwhelmingly different atmosphere in the classroom. The structure of the two lessons were completely different. In maths, it was a lesson of purely answering past paper questions. There was no change in task during the class and it was completely independent learning all lesson. The children on the most part seemed disengaged and were clearly ‘bored’. When I spoke to some of the pupils about how they found the class, all four of the pupils immediately referred to how they were ‘sick of doing exam papers’, and the consensus among them was that it was not an enjoyable class but that it drained them. This can have an effect on how pupils view that subject in the future and can also create a negative impact on the rest of their lessons because they have entered a state of mind that is not conducive to a learning experience. Carl Rogers explains the ideal form of education as being one which centralises on the learner in a way which allows them to be the ‘sole arbiter’ of their own learning and cognition (Palmer, 2001). He criticised formal instruction and assessment, claiming that it does not benefit the self-esteem of the individual, self-esteem being at the core of his ideology regarding education. Just as Donaldson has done, Rogers saw the experience of schooling as being one of highly integral to the development of individuals as self-actualised people. He promoted the idea of ‘open classrooms’ which were able to facilitate a type of learning that allows children to enhance their cognitive and social horizons through a framework of a more creative teaching practise which puts the well-being of the child at the focal point. These ideas relate to the art lesson which gave a voice to the children, whereas the maths class follow a regimented teaching style which had assessment as its priority. Ensuring the well-being of the student is inevitably something which can be met through a more immersive teaching style, evident through the obvious differences in morale between the two lessons. When observing the art class however, there is a drawback when observing this style of teaching; that is the idea that I was only able to view the creative lesson regime in arts class. Though, it was insightful, it is not ideal to only see this style of teaching in only one subject. To see it incorporated into all kinds of different classes would have been more conducive to my development because then I would understand how to apply it to more than one subject. The positive experience from this observation into the immersive model of teaching is that I got the opportunity to see how the teacher was able to go around and have contact time with each person, aligning well with the idea of ‘inclusion’ and ‘well-being’ which is a significant factor in the delivery of education in wales. According to Estyn, better attention to well-being has had positive effects on attainment (Estyn.gov.wales, 2018). It is interesting to see that a shift away from the disciplined curriculum which focuses on attainment results and statistics, to the creative and child centred approach can show that ironically, attainment can be improved by focusing more on the learner as an individual being who is encouraged to discover and explore ideas which are not directly linked to what must be taught as per the curriculum. 
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