
HPAR4002: Introduction to Archaeology 
 

Thinking about Space 

 

Work in pairs / groups of three / four. 

I will randomly assign each group a space on campus to analyse and 

interpret. 

Spend 15 minutes as a group observing and mapping your chosen space. 

Then return to the Red Room. 

When you return I would like you to spend 15 minutes as a group to 

interpret your space with reference to some of the approaches covered in 

the lectures. You should think about the following: 

• The physical/material construction of space (fixed & portable 
furnishings, boundaries, openings etc); 

• The social construction of space (including gender, social roles, social 
interactions within space & places for congregations); 

• Space and agency – think about how people’s actions are governed by 
space; 

• Space and meaning: application of structuralist perspective, signs, 
symbols, meanings; 

• Experiencing and moving through space: drawing upon embodiment 
and phenomenology; 

• The concept of a sense of place. 


