An Individual reflective response to the Professional Teaching Experience.

This assignment will be a reflection of my Professional Teaching Experience (PTE).  I will make close reference to the QTS standards I put in place during my PTE, through my lesson plans and weekly reviews, explaining how I improved upon them, used them to improve my teaching strategies and how I chose the QTS standards when writing up my lesson plans. During my PTE I had to plan a series of lessons to teach to the pupils, throughout the planning process I had to carefully select which QTS standards to implement within my lesson in order to get the most out of the teaching and how to get the most out of the learners in my lessons. I will also refer to one of the targets set for me by my class mentor during the weekly review. Also, throughout this essay I will make refences to educational theorists and their work and link them to the QTS standards that will be included in this essay. 

My class mentor during my first half of PTE gave me a target on my weekly review in order to help further my teaching career and help keep my PTE file up to date. The main target I was given was to keep my PTE file up to date throughout my PTE. I had a difficult time keeping it up to date within the first 2 weeks. However, my class mentor went through my file with me and gave my significant help in keeping it up to date by giving me a list of the documents that I was missing from the file and gave me advice on how to keep on top of my file throughout my Professional Teaching Experience. This is a target that I will need to constantly improve on throughout my PTE, as I will constantly need to keep my file up to date during the second part of my PTE. The help of my class mentor during this half of my teaching practice has given me a lot of encouragement that I have the capability to keep up with the work load when I go into my second part of my Profession Teaching Experience.

Throughout my planning on PTE, I was made aware that the QTS standards needed to be included as part of the planning process. These were used to further my teaching within the lessons I planned and taught. The lessons I planned and taught were set as group work with 8-9 pupils in twenty to thirty-minute rotations, as this was the system used within my PTE school. Within the first week of teaching I focused on the QTS standard ‘S3.3.7 They organise and manage teaching and learning time effectively.’ (Welsh Government, 2009). This was the most important QTS standard I need to focus on due to the twenty to thirty-minute rotations. In order to manage the time during the rotations I used a watch and one of the schools iPads as a timer to time each section of my lesson. Also, time management was important when planning the lessons for the following week. During this time, the lessons I planned had to have an introduction, a main activity and a plenary. By the end of the second week, I had significantly improved on my time management, however, this is a QTS standard that I can still improve on and implicate into my time management for working at home. This QTS standard refers to Appendix 1, this is one of the first ARC’s (Assisted Reflective Conclusions) I produced on PTE. I realised that during my lessons I had a difficult time keeping to time constraints which I noted in my ARC as a target I needed to improve upon. 

Furthermore, during my PTE I was expected to assess and monitor students’ progress throughout my lessons on PTE. This comes under the QTS standard ‘S3.2.2 They monitor and assess as they teach, giving immediate and constructive feedback to support learners as they progress.  They involve learners in reflecting on, evaluating and improving their own performance.’ (Welsh Government, 2009). This is a QTS standard that I will continue to use throughout my teaching career, throughout my PTE I monitored the pupil’s progress by using a RAG (R=Red, A=Amber and G=Green) rating method. However, it is also a QTS standard that I need to improve on significantly. The educational theorist Rousseau believed that observing the pupils learning was important. One of the many pieces of research he did was a book called ‘Émile’(Rousseau, 1889), this book was strictly an observation book of a child from new-born to adolescent. He observed how the child learnt and progressed through learning, which is why I chose S3.2.2 as a QTS standard during my PTE as it enabled me to keep track of which pupils understood my lesson and which pupils needed more support and it is also why I believe I need to improve on assessing, monitoring and evaluating the pupils learning. Monitoring and evaluating the students’ progress means immediately tracking their progress after the lesson. I was sometimes unable to immediately monitor the students, this effected my assessment of them as by the time I came to assess their learning I was unable to produce an effective assessment and evaluation of the learning and the pupils’ targets for future learning. 

The next QTS standard I chose to focus on was ‘S2.7 They know a range of strategies to promote good behaviour and establish a purposeful learning environment.’ (Welsh Government, 2009). For this QTS standard I had significant support from my class mentor. She was able to aid me when grouping the children for the work I had planned, in order to get the best results. For one of my lessons, the task was for the pupils to sculpt a daffodil out of air-drying clay. For this, I needed the pupils in pairs or in some cases groups of three, due to the lack of resources. The class mentor helped me put the children into pairs and threes according to their ability. The higher ability pupils were placed with the lower ability pupils to maximise learning and peer support throughout the lesson. By putting the pupils in pairs and threes, instead of letting them choose their own groups meant that the learners concentrated on the task and enabled the lower ability pupils to gain support from their peers. Having the help of the class mentor meant I was able to see which pupils would work well together regarding their ability. This helped my teaching strategies throughout PTE as when I came to plan more lessons, I was able to put the pupils in to pairs that furthered their learning and allowed for further peer support, which allowed for great class management and good behaviour during the lesson. This QTS standard refers to the theorist Skinner who looked at modifying the learning environment to improve behaviour. I used this theory, however instead of modifying the learning environment I modified the groups the pupils were put in with the help of my class mentor. This helped to improve the behaviour of the pupils throughout this lesson.

In conclusion, the QTS standards that I have referred to within this essay such as S3.3.7, S3.2.2 and S2.7 have been reflected on referring to my PTE experience. By reflecting of the good aspects of my practice and how I used these QTS standards effectively during my PTE. However, I also reflected on the bad aspects of these QTS standards and what I can do to improve upon these QTS standards in the future. With these QTS standards I have referenced the educational theorists Rousseau and Skinner. These theorists research on education linked in with the QTS standards I had chosen when planning my lessons. Also, reflecting on one of the targets set for me by my class mentor, has also allowed me to improve upon my teaching methods and work up-keep.
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