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Helping John Davies

Year 6
	LNF expectations reinforced in this lesson:

Literacy- Oracy: 

· 5.OS2 Explain information and ideas, exploring and using ways to be convincing (Y5)

· 6.OS2 Express issues and ideas clearly, using specialist vocabulary and examples (Y6)

· 6.OS5 Explore challenging or contentious issues through sustained role play (Y6)

Literacy- Reading:

· 5.RA3 Gather and organise information and ideas from different sources (Y5)

· 6.RS5a Read closely annotating for different purposes (Y6)

· 6.RA3 Collate and make connections between information and ideas from different sources (Y6)

Literacy- Writing

· 6.WS5 Use features and layout which are constructed to present data and ideas clearly (Y6)
· 6.WL2 Use varied and appropriate vocabulary, including subject specific words and phrases (Y6)

Numeracy

· 5.N15 Estimate by rounding to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000 (Y5)
· 3.D 3 & 4.D3 Extract and interpret information from charts, timetables, diagrams and graphs (Y3 & 4)
· KS2.1 Transfer mathematical skills to a variety of contexts and everyday situations (Y5 & 6)

· KS2.3 Select appropriate mathematics and techniques to use (Y5 & 6)

· KS2.15 Select and construct appropriate charts diagrams and graphs with suitable scales (Y5 & 6)

· KS2.19 Draw conclusions from data and recognise that some conclusions may be misleading or uncertain (Y5 & 6)

· 6.N11 Use simple ratio and proportion (Y6)

· 6.N16 Check answers using inverse operations (Y6)

· 5.D4 & 6.D4 Represent data using lists bar charts, grouped data charts, line graphs and conversion graphs (Y5 & 6)

Extension

Literacy- Oracy:

· 7.OS5 Argue a convincing case using subject knowledge effectively (Y7)

Literacy- Reading

· 7.RA3 Collate and summarise relevant information from different texts (Y7)

· 7.RC6 Follow up initial ideas that interest them by further research (Y7)

Numeracy
· KS3.2 Prioritise and organise the relevant steeps needed to complete the task or reach a solution (Y7-9)

· KS3.5 Identify, measure or obtain required information to complete a task (Y7-9)

· 8.M3a Use rough metric equivalents of imperial units in daily use (Y8)


	Overview:

Prepare the pack below as an A5 landscape booklet for the children.

The children then use the information provided and other information available to them to prepare a case for change to the lives of children in the 1840s

	Introduction:

Relate to any previous work on Victorian children and Victorian times.
In 1840 Lord Ashley (later Lord Shaftesbury-a famous Victorian reformer) he headed a royal commission of inquiry which investigated the conditions of workers, especially children, in the coal mines and elsewhere. Commissioners visited collieries and mining communities gathering information sometimes against the mine owners' wishes. The report, illustrated by engraved illustrations and the personal accounts of mineworkers was published in May 1842. Victorian society was shocked to discover that children, as young as five or six worked as trappers, opening and shutting ventilation doors down the mine before becoming hurriers, pushing coal tubs.

The children will work in small groups to role play the key players in the reforming of conditions for children in the 1840s which eventually led to the Mines Act of 1842.  One group member to research and role play the part of John Davies (collier boy)-possibly the less able; another group member to play the part of one of the Commissioners, Robert Franks who carries out interviews of the colliers and collates information (orally or in the form of a report) to include data on the conditions for mine workers-possibly the most able and the final group member to play the part of Lord Shaftesbury who will put the case for reform to the Government, following on from the findings of his Commissioners.


	Independent learning activities:

Children to work in small groups each with a role as defined above to illustrate the working conditions of the children in Victorian Society

	Review of learning:

Role play of findings, filmed using i pads.  Self assessment of the work

	Other curriculum coverage:

History skills

Historical knowledge and understanding

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1.identify differences between ways of life at different times

2.identify significant people and describe events within and across periods

3.understand why people did things, what caused specific events and the consequences of those events
Interpretations of history

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

identify the ways in which the past is represented and interpreted 

distinguish between ‘fact’ and ‘opinion’, giving some evidence/knowledge-based reasons for this

Historical enquiry

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1.ask and answer relevant questions about the past

2.plan the investigative approach to be used, suggesting how to find relevant information

3.use a range of sources, including ICT, e.g. artefacts, buildings and sites, adults talking about their own past, visual sources, data and appropriate written 

sources

4.reflect on their findings and the investigative approach used

Organisation and communication

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1.select, record, and organise historical information

2.communicate ideas, opinions and conclusions with increasing independence in a variety of ways, including ICT, e.g. graphs, charts, extended writing, visual and 

oral presentations

History range: 

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

Study changes to people’s daily lives in the locality in the nineteenth century
Understand why people did things, 

carry out investigations into the history around them and into the life of people at different times and places in the past 
Ask and answer the questions: 
· Were there significant changes in people’s lives at this time and, if so, why?  How have the daily lives of people at this time been represented and interpreted and why? 

· What was life like for rich and for poor people, for men, women and children?



John Davies
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This is John Davies who worked in the Ferndale Colliery in Rhondda Fach.  He started work at the age of 12, but in the 1840s many children worked in the mines from the age of 5.
Here is how his day started:
"I was up at half past five...My mother put my food in a small tin box and filled a tin jack with cold tea. I had on my duck trousers, pieces of string around below the knee known as Yorks, and my hobnailed working boots... I went to the pithead with a thousand men and boys."
The Royal Commission
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In 1840 a man called Lord Ashley, who later became the Earl of Shaftesbury, helped to set up a Royal Commission (an inquiry) to investigate the working conditions of children. The work took two years to complete. There were a number of Commissioners, one of whom was Robert Franks.
Your task is to use some of the evidence collected at the time to help Lord Ashley. He wants to persuade the Government to make a law to stop young children like John working in the mines and in other places like iron works, mills and factories.
What jobs did children do underground?

The Trapper
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The trapper was often the youngest member of the family working underground. Their job was simple - to open and close the wooden doors (trap doors) that allowed fresh air to flow through the mine. They would usually sit in total darkness for up to twelve hours at a time, waiting for the door to open and let the coal tub through. It was not hard work but it was boring and could be very dangerous. If they fell asleep, the safety of everyone could be affected.
The Hurrier and the Thruster
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The older children and women were employed as hurriers, pulling and pushing tubs full of coal along roadways from the coal face to the pit-bottom. The younger children worked in pairs, one as a hurrier, the other as a thruster, but the older children and women worked alone. Hurriers would be harnessed to the tub, and thrusters would help hurriers by pushing the tubs of coal from behind with their hands and the tops of their heads. The tubs and the coal could weigh over 600kg, and would have to be moved through roadways which were often only 60-120cm high. 

The Getter (also called a hewer)
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Getters were the oldest and strongest members of the family, almost always grown men or strong youths. Their job was to work at the coal face cutting the coal from the seam with a pickaxe. 
Getters were the only members of the family who would work continually with a candle or safety lamp - as they needed the light to see the coal face.

MERTHYR TYDVIL, LOWER DISTRICT.

THE PLYMOUTH IRON WORKS -

Messrs. R. and A. Hill, Proprietors.

Persons employed:-

	Iron works.
	Males
	Females

	Adults
	1000
	100

	Under 18
	200
	100

	Under 13
	100
	50


	Ironstone Mines and Collieries.
	Males
	Females

	Adults
	350
	40

	Under 18
	130
	40

	Under 13
	19
	25


No.32. Morgan Lewis, 9 years old, puller-up.

I pull up the door of the puddling furnaces for the men and have done so for two weeks. I was two years at the squeezing machine, straightening bars of iron. Straightening is harder that pulling up. I work 12 hours when on day work and 12 on night. We change from day and night work alternate weeks. I now and then get burned but not so much so as to be idle. The work fatigues me but my dinner gives me strength as my father always has meat, and I get a bit with him. We rest half an hour at each meal and have two meals a day in the works. 
I have never been to any day school but am sent to Mr. Jones’s Sunday School to learn the Welsh letters. Can’t say that I know them yet.
When I leave work I play about the road and mother takes me to wash myself before she lets me get into bed. Sometimes I get the stripes for playing about. 
I earn 14shillings a month.

No.46. Mary Davis, near 7 years old, air-door keeper.

A very pretty little girl who was fast asleep under a piece of rock near the air-door below ground.

Her lamp had gone put for want of oil and upon waking, she said the rats or someone had run away with her bread and cheese so she went to sleep. The oversman, who was with me, thought she was not old enough, though he felt sure she had been below near 18 months.

No.165. ABDERDARE and ABERNANT IRON WORKS, in the parish of Aberdare in the county of Glamorgan belonging to the Aberdare Iron Company.

STATEMENT of CHILDREN and YOUNG PERSONS EMPLOYED.

At the blast furnaces:-

7 males and 3 females under 13 years, 
6 males and 14 females between 13 and 18 years.
 2 boys 9 years and 1 girl 8 years old.

At the forges and mills:-

21 males under 13 years, 55 males between 13 and 18 years. 3 boys 10 years old.

At the collieries:-

14 males under 13 years,
 9 males between 13 and 18 years.
 2 boys 8 years old.

At the mine works:-

47 males and 3 females under 13 years,
 104 males and 17 females between 13 and 18 years.

2 boys 7 years old.
LANDSHIPPING. Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire. 14th. February, 1844. 

The colliery was the property of Colonel Owen. The workings were carried under the River Dunleddy but had been idle for three years.

When the workings were reopened the water broke in while about fifty men and boys were at work. There was a violent rush of water into the workings and they ran for their lives but about forty lives were lost.  An eyewitness stated that the water rushed down into the workings with great force. 
Those who died were:- 
	Thomas Gray who left a wife and six children. 

Benjamin Hart, left a wife and three children. 

Benjamin Harts’ son. 

William Llewellyn who left a wife and child. 

William Llewellyn’s son. 

Thomas Llewellyn who had a sister dependent on him.

William Llewellyn who left a wife and grown up children. 

Benjamin Jones, left a wife. 

Joseph Picton and three sons and left a wife and three children. 

John Cole left a mother and sisters who were dependent on him. 

Hitchings, unmarried. 

Bedford, unmarried. 
	Thomas, a boy. 

Owens, a boy. 

Two boys named Daves. 

Two boys named John. 

Two boys named Picton. 

Cole, a boy. 

A boy named Hughes. 

A boy named Hitchings. 

A boy, Llewellyn. 

Jones, a boy. 

Davies, a boy. 

Day, a boy. 

Two boys named Butler. 

Two boys named Cole. 

Jenkins, a boy 

Two orphans of the late Jane Wilkins. 
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School
In early Victorian England, most poor children did not go to school at all and grew up unable to read or write. Many parents could not afford the few pennies a week it cost to send them. Instead they were sent out to work to earn money for their families.

Children growing up in mining families went to work from an early age. Their earnings were an important part of the family income and if they went to school, their families would lose this money.
School
Many miners’ children found their only chance to learn anything was on Sunday at the Church or Chapel Sunday School. Lessons concentrated on the 'three Rs' (reading, writing and arithmetic) and scripture. Children learnt by copying and chanting things over and over again until they were word perfect.
Children learned to write on slates because paper was very expensive. They scratched letters on them using sharpened pieces of slate. Older children learned to use pen and ink by writing in copybooks



Helping John Davies-the part of John Davies

Plan how you are going to represent John Davies, using the following as a guide only:

· Describe how John Davies started his day.
· What do you think his job was in the mine?

· How long was his working day and what did he earn?

· To the nearest 10, how many boys of John's age worked in the mine? What about girls (to the nearest 10)
· Think about what life was like for John's younger sister.

· Produce a grouped data chart showing who was killed in the Landshipping disaster.
· How many children under 13 died in pit accidents?
· Did John Davies go to school?  If so when and how often?
· How many children altogether attend the three Sunday schools in Silkstone?

· Why do you think so few children attended the Day and Evening school compared with all of the Sunday Schools? 
· Look at the different subjects taught at school. How does this compare to what you learn at school? 
· Find the height of someone close to your age on the Measurement chart.  Look at the height on a tape measure and compare it to your own height.  Are you taller or shorter?
Helping John Davies-the part of Lord Shaftesbury

Plan how you are going to represent Lord Shaftesbury, using the following as a guide only:

· Describe life in the mines for children in Wales in 1840.

· What jobs did they do?

· How long was the working day and what did they earn?

· To the nearest 10, how many children under 13 worked in the mine? 

· Produce a grouped data chart showing who was killed in the Landshipping disaster.

· How many children under 13 died in pit accidents? How many under 18?

· Did children go to school?  If so when and how often?

· How many children altogether attend the three Sunday schools in Silkstone?

· Why do you think so few children attended the Day and Evening school compared with all of the Sunday Schools?
· Work out how many days a year you spend in school. How does this compare with the number of days the children in Silkstone spent at Sunday School every year?  

· Do you think these children had a good education? Explain your view. 

· Look at the different subjects taught at school. How does this compare to what you learn at school? 
· Find the height of someone close to your age on the Measurement chart.  Look at the height on a tape measure and compare it to your own height.  Are you taller or shorter?
· Work out a small group average and compare it with a group of your peers.
· Put together your case to take to Government to try to bring about a change for children.  What are the most important things to say?
Helping John Davies-the part of Robert Franks-page 1
Plan how you are going to represent Robert Franks, using the following as a guide only:

· Think about the questions you would ask the children working in the mines

· Describe life in the mines for children in Wales in 1840.

· How long was the working day and what did they earn?

· To the nearest 100, how many children under 18 worked in the mine? 

· Produce a grouped data chart showing who was killed in the Landshipping disaster.

· How many children under 18 died in pit accidents? 

· Did children go to school?  If so when and how often?

· How many children altogether attend the three Sunday schools in Silkstone?

· Why do you think so few children attended the Day and Evening school compared with all of the Sunday Schools?
· Work out how many days a year you spend in school. How does this compare with the number of days the children in Silkstone spent at Sunday School every year?  

· Do you think these children had a good education? Explain your view. 

· Look at the different subjects taught at school. How does this compare to what you learn at school? 
· Which of the children would rather go to school than work in the pit? 

· Do you think that the children missed out on anything by not being able to read and write very well? 

· What questions do you think that the sub-commissioners might have asked the children to find out about their health?

Helping John Davies-the part of Robert Franks –page 2

· Use the information in the tables to plot a graph showing the ages and heights of the collier girls and boys examined. 

· Create your own chart by collecting the ages and heights of pupils in your class. How does your class compare with the collier boys or girls?

· Look at the data collected in the tables. Use this to look at averages – mode, mean and median of the data. 
· Produce a modern-day version of the sub-commissioners’ report by creating a database using the data in the tables. 
· Put together your case to take to Government to try to bring about a change for children.  What are the most important things to say?
