Páramo
Two professional climbers David Bacci and Matteo Della Bordella. They decided to Mount Fitz Roy in Patagonia. The climbed up the toughest route up and endured some brutal weather along the way but they did manage to finish the climb. 
The reason they did it, was to prove they could do it without the use of PFC clothing. PFC, or perfluorinated compounds are a staple in many of the fabrics used for the outdoor climbing. Most of the big companies and brands use it because they creates a porous outer layer that allows impermeable, waterproof material to breath, while making a surfaces repel water and oil.  The problem is PFC have been linked to many of the worrying health conditions. Studies have been found that links to reproductive problems in animals. It has also been shown that PFC can last indefinitely in the environment and has found its way into the animal food chain which is causing big problems.
Fair trade from Páramo official website said: Páramo began their partnerships with the Miquelina foundation in Bogota, Columbia back in 1992. They began this partnership to give better valuable opportunities to help vulnerable people- there are many women at risk to prostitution and drugs which is why they are offered training and employment, homes and childcare. Over 80% of Páramo’s annual production occurs at the Miquelina, include all their Analogy waterproof garments. All their garments manufactured at Miquelina now carry the World Fair Trade Organisation Fair Trade label.
Páramo offer a maximum environmental benefit to reduce the amount if landfill as possible. They do this by offering a reward for every old Páramo garment they receive. If they return a garment labelled Nikwax Analogy, they will give you a £50 discount on a new item worth more than £125 RRP. For any others they will have a £10 discount from anything worth more than £25 RRP.
Páramo have found an alternative fabric technology, which was invented by the founder, they have also taken many steps to make sure all their garments are fully recyclable.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The fabric Páramo use is called Nikwax according to Páramo: The Nikwax Analogy pump liner mimics the actions of animal fur, it pushes the liquid water outwards to protect people from the rain, condensation and perspiration, while protecting your insulation. With this combined with a directional microfiber outer to deflect the wind and rain. 
The Greenpeace said they wanted to point out the fact the irony of the companies that claim to love the outdoors are still polluting it. The marking executive at of Páramo ( Catherine Whitehead) said they have been having talks with the Greenpeace for the last couple of years and have finally come to fruition with us agreeing to sign up to its Detox campaign
Páramo and Miquelina have a good partnerships which allows the profits of the factory to be reinvested in new equipment and large donations are made to the other associated projects, including a housing cooperative, canteen, and nursery school and training facilities. Miquelina has developed from a small section of a charity that survived on donations to an important source of employment and funding for community projects.
The Foundation provides employment and training for over 500 vulnerable women each year, who want to improve their lives. 130+ houses have been built, 200 under 5s attend the kindergarten and 300 children eat daily in the canteen.”
“Like any other area of the business we want to make sure that our money is well spent. Donating to World Land Trust is the best way we can find to ensure that threatened ecosystems are protected, not just today, but forever. The World Land Trust strategy is to use donations to purchase land in areas of ecological importance, and work with local partners and communities to manage the reserves sustainably.
Working with local people is at the core of World Land Trust’s philosophy. Land protection is ultimately handed over to local NGOs, who are best placed to gain the support and understanding of the communities involved. Small scale sustainable development projects allow the reserves to support themselves, ensuring their long term survival. Visit the World Land Trust website to find out more.”
Páramo aims and goals
· “Páramo’s goal is to produce clothing that keeps you comfortable in the harshest conditions, and allows you to reach the wildest places safely.”
· “Páramo aims for functional excellence whilst having minimum impact upon the environment.”
· “Páramo combines ingenious, rigorously field-tested designs with innovative textile systems which are specified and tested by Nikwax.”
· “Páramo is a specialist in the use of directionality. Páramo clothing directs condensation, sweat and rain to where you need it to be, which is usually away from you.”
Páramo have designed a fantastic new technology which allows them to move the water where they want it, what I mean by this, Nikwax analogy stops the water from soaking through and doesn’t use the same non-biodegradable materials as their competitors.  
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