Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection
Task 1: Rationale 
To a class of Key Stage 2 children aged 8-10 I read a book using the interactive white board. The book was chosen in line with the abilities of the class. Even considering the ALN in my class, so that they would be able to interact in the story. 
For this reading I had two main learning intentions (LI), being ‘To begin to read aloud in Welsh’ and ‘To answer and ask questions in relation to the book in Welsh.’ In order to know if the children had met the LI’s, I used success criteria of the following:
· Some to read aloud in Welsh.
· All to answer questions in Welsh. 
· Some may ask questions in Welsh. 

The book I chose to read was called ‘Treinyrs Jason’. I chose this book noting myself and the abilities in the class. I felt it was a book the class could engage with and understand. The book also linked to previous learning, as the sentence patterns were familiar. This linked to the National Curriculum where they are expected to “respond by asking questions and offering comments” (Welsh Government, 2015). From this experience I set my personal target from the OTS standard S3.3.5 (Education Wales, 2009), mainly focusing on teaching and class management. This lesson promoted ‘Y Cwrriclwm Cymraeg’, with the development of the children’s linguistic skills. 


Task 2: Video 

Link to video: https://youtu.be/kGqZ5UiTdIo


Task 3: Reflection 

Initially looking upon this task it was very daunting. The use of Welsh as a second language in schools today is of high importance. With an “action plan for Welsh in education sets the vision and direction so that we ensure all learners develop their Welsh language skills and use the language with confidence” (A.) Welsh Government, 2017, p. 3)

I wanted my pronunciation to be good as this would be imitated by the children. Knowing how nervous I was to read the Welsh book I took it upon myself to practice reading the book, ensuring it was suitable material for both me and the class. I felt practicing and asking for help from my class mentor beforehand, allowed me to have much clearer, confident pronunciation. 

However, I felt my intonation was compromised over my pronunciation. With more time to practice I feel I could’ve improved my intonation to ensure the reading was exciting and engaging. I would also change some dynamics of the reading to make it more memorable. Instead of just repeating back a sentence they could sing a song to go with it. Songs are much more helpful in our learning. The Welsh Government agree saying “Welsh music can help people to learn the language” (B.) Welsh Government, 2017). The use of song makes learning much more enjoyable and the Welsh Government stress “the other thing is to enjoy Welsh music”.
 
As a whole, I thought my Welsh reading showed aspects of good pedagogy. I felt my engagement with the children was of a good standard. I feel this was achieved through the choice of story and random questioning throughout, keeping them alert.  “Children’s own thinking and learning can be improved significantly if they have the opportunity to respond to teachers’ questions and to enjoy the process of interaction with them” (Wragg & Brown, 2001). This shows the significance and impact questioning has on the teaching and learning, resulting in effective teaching. 

To add to this questioning as an AFL strategy helped me to gather children’s understanding quickly. I noticed who was struggling and offered help. Acting as the more knowledgeable other. Which is a proven theory to learning known as the Zone of Proximal development, looking particularly at the scaffolding element.  Vygotsky says, “Providing the appropriate assistance will give the student enough of a "boost" to achieve the task.” (Simply Psychology/Mcleod, 2019). So, just supporting them was allowing them to achieve more independently. 

Before choosing the story, I had to consider the varying needs of the class, as there were a few children with ALN.  But with advice from my class mentor I selected a suitable story. The advice was very beneficial as I knew the class teacher knew the children far better than I did.  

As a whole my reading was carried out to the best of my ability. I made sure that beforehand I was well prepared and knew what I would be doing. I felt the use of the interactive white board in conducting the reading was very helpful. It meant that the children could be involved in the reading. By reading the speech bubbles it was improving their oracy skills in Welsh as well as their reading. Also, it allowed for self-teaching, with the ‘Helpur Heddiws’ conducting a game from the white board using the vocabulary. However, this did show me that I was not praising in Welsh during the game. This is something I need to improve on as incidental Welsh is important for Welsh as a second language. The National Assembly for Wales stress the importance, even promoting short courses to “enable teachers to have a working knowledge of Welsh so that they can introduce the language in their classrooms” (The teaching and acquisition of Welsh as a second language, 2010)

My reading showed the learners were able to move forward in their learning, it is evident that new vocabulary was learnt and that also familiar sentence patterns were revisited. The questioning allowed me to check the children’s understanding of the lesson, and if they had met the learning objectives and success criteria. 

A weak area of mine that I encountered from this experience was not being able to plan effectively for a range of varying needs. This is something I need to research into for better future teaching practice. Also, my initial problems were in the pronunciation of words, once this had been resolved, the focus moved onto my intonation showing it not be as good.  My solution for this would be to practice before hand, record myself, in order to hear how I am speaking and if I am engaging or not. 

During my reading I feel my behaviour management was good, the class were settled. However, I feel this was due to there being no disruptions and the class being well behaved. But I did know the behaviour strategy of my school and how to follow it through if it was necessary. 

I feel during this Welsh reading session, not only were Welsh skills improved but their oral language was exercised. This is good as often oral Welsh isn’t seen much in class as writing and reading. 

To be an effective teacher I feel it is important that you can ask for help, I asked for help with regards to selecting the correct resource. By doing so this has allowed me to deliver an effective lesson, with some improvements which were expected. 

In order to make better use of my teaching practice I believe a vital part is to evaluate in order to make improvements. I have been thinking of a variety of ways to solve the issues that have arisen from this experience. I believe through conducting more independent research it will make me much more knowledgeable. Also, from having this experience in a practical situation it will help me to improve my weaknesses. 

Another issue I felt was a problem was my ability not to differentiate this task well. Next time I would research activities that could be undertaken in order to show this, but also ensure I ask the staff at the school who are much more familiar with the children for help and guidance.  My thoughts to improve the situation so far are, the use of written Welsh would be very beneficial for higher ability as it will move them on in their learning. But, for the lower ability/ middle ability it would be focusing on their pronunciation and memory.  Also, the introduction of short varying tasks based on the story would be beneficial and can be differentiated accordingly. The use of written Welsh is something I didn’t incorporate this time and I feel it is very important to do next time, to ensure the children are visiting all aspects of learning.

By reflecting upon my experience, it has allowed me to know where my downfalls are, and I can ensure these get resolved. It is a very useful and practical way of thinking of how to improve. Looking upon my lesson it could have been much more practical, to make it more memorable. 

My main weakness from this experience with my preparation was putting too much focus on pronunciation and not on intonation. But a positive came from this as I feel my pronunciation is of a very good standard. By improving on my intonation next time, it will ensure my learners are much more engaged. Also, I would like to introduce a song next time, as if they are able to learn a song then I know they have retained the information. This is a fun AFL strategy. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To find out all this information it is important I conduct my research and implement this into my teaching practice.  I must look at credible sources for Welsh second language primary education. Sources such as the Welsh Government documents and curriculum. 
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