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Assignment Title – Using a Welsh cultural artefact as a stimulus create a resource that is suitable for teachers to use as an inspiration for children’s learning. Base your work on a specific theme. Briefly justify your reasoning with references to theorists and relevant current research. 
The visual and expressive arts play a significant role in creating our sense of our personal, social, and cultural individuality. Learning in the visual and expressive arts also plays a significant role in supporting children and young people to identify and value the variety of culture locally, nationally and globally. Whilst also giving children the chance to develop creativity, talent and self-confidence. The visual and expressive arts can also help children and young people develop their cognitive and motor abilities. 
Different people have different opinions on how to define creativity. Franken (2006:396) believes ‘creativity is defined as the tendency to generate or recognise ideas alternatives or possibilities, that may be useful in solving problems, communicating with others, and entertaining ourselves and others’. An issue with creativity is that there is no clear indication of how we as teachers can measure it. Through research there are ways in which creativity is measured but in many ways, it is often tested using ‘alternative uses’ as outlined in Sharp (2001:6).
 Donaldson (2016) report outlines the expressive arts as one of the six areas of learning. The expressive arts area of learning endorses the 4 key concepts to develop children and young people as ambitious, capable, enterprising, creative, ethical, informed, healthy, confident individuals ready to lead to successful lives in the community and the world. In our current curriculum Welsh government (2015) the visual and expressive arts can be developed through physical and creative development in the foundation phase and physical education, design & technology, music, art and technology at KS2. 
The artefact chosen as a stimulus in this piece of writing is a war memorial (Appendix 1) situated in Gwaun Cae Gurwen, Ammanford, Carmarthenshire. The reason behind choosing this specific memorial is that it can help educate children about the importance of the war and the sacrifices people made in the local community during these times. On top of this memorial stands a very poignant statute (Appendix 1) of a soldier bowing with his hand on top of his weapon. This shows a form of respect for the people of the local community who lost their lives during this time. Upon showing the children these images (Appendix 1) it will stimulate their interest and promote questioning such as How? What? and Why? which will promote an inquiry-based learning. Harlen (2014) states ‘inquiry helps develop children understanding and learning strategies by pursuing questions or addressing problems that engage their attention and thinking’. Once the children understand the reason behind this memorial it will stimulate a sense of passion in them which can enhance creativity. Roe (2012) suggests ‘We often think about creativity as making something, but in fact the root meaning of the word means to grow’, as a teacher what more can we do for our pupils if not help them to grow as original individuals. 
The memorial contains a verse which reads, ‘O Barch ac Anrhydedd i ddynion Gwaun-Cae-Gurwen a’r ardal a roddasant eu bywyd yn aberth dros rhyddid eu gwlad yn y Rhyfel Mawr’ which translates as in Respect and Honour for the men of GCG and the area who sacrificed their lives for the freedom of their country in the Great War. This War memorial remembers the people of the area who lost their lives during the First and Second World War which will help the class move on to the theme of the Second World War and how it affected the people of the area and Wales. 
This artefact (Appendix 1) will also help develop Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig (YCC) it has direct links to the historical strand outlined in QCAA (2003) document, particularly where it outlines that children and young people should have an ‘Understanding how lives and localities have been shaped by the past, through learning about the history of Wales, its political, economic, social and cultural aspects’ and also ‘Learning about past and present links with Europe and the wider world, using a range of scales of reference – local, regional, national, British, European and world’. Whether it is their country of birth or not it is an important trait of any citizen to understand the past and present situations of the country they are living in. This is something that the YCC is trying to install within young people in Wales. YCC can be implemented across a wide range of subjects and can make a subject relatable to the child using Welsh culture or their locality as a stimulus, which can only have a positive impact on children’s learning. In an article by Wales online (2006) Estyn outlined that many children and young people have improved skills such as problem-solving, communication and numeracy through work based on YCC. 
There are many Welsh artists that can be introduced to the children to further enhance this artefact more closely with welsh war time artists. These were very important people during these times. As well as the use of photographs and film there were official war artists who captured and provided a different view to the conflict. The three most influential Welsh War artists who portrayed their own view of the war during these times were Frank Brangwyn, Augustus John and Christopher Nevinson. Through introducing these artists to the children, it will give them a deeper understanding of the artwork that was created. This could be very influential when doing art lessons as most of the artwork that was created by these men (Appendix 2) were not directly linked to fighting. There are many benefits of introducing the children to Welsh war artists as it allows the children to look at art that was created between 70-100 years ago and to look at current Welsh war artists which includes Maesteg born Dan Peterson who spent time in Afghanistan in 2011. The role of the official war artists has changed little in a hundred years, however alongside the TV crews and the camera phones, the sketchbook remains a crucial record of life on the frontline (Thomas 2014). This will allow the children to explore art through time and history from the world war art created be Nevinson to the most recent war art created by Peterson (Appenix 3). 
The age range of the class that the practitioner will be using this artefact to teach will be a KS2 class. The reasoning behind this is that a KS2 class would understand the meaning behind the memorial more than children in the foundation phase. 
After introducing the artefact to the children and answering any questions they may have on this specific War memorial the teacher and the class will start to explore and research different War memorials in Wales and around the world. The children will see how they differ from one another and what different meanings they have. The teacher will then ask the class to discuss why many typical features are used on these memorials. This will then bring them on to their design and technology lessons which will include activities that will take place throughout one day. The children will need to design, evaluate and create a war memorial or otherwise. The children will firstly be given time to do research and collaborate ideas. By allowing the children to collaborate their ideas it is promoting a cross-curricular approach to the lesson, as this allows for the children to improve their literacy skills more closely their oracy skills. As outlined in the LNF framework (2014) this will allow for the children to ‘listen to others, asking questions and responding to both the content and the speakers’ viewpoints’. Before designing their own individual memorials and considering the purpose and appropriate design they will be encouraged to be creative and express their designs and thoughts. This then supports the Welsh Government (2008) curriculum for design and technology for KS2 where they express that children ‘should be encouraged to be creative and innovative in their designing and making while being made aware of issues relating to sustainability and environmental issues in the twenty-first century’. This first part of the lesson also supports the skills strand for making at KS2 where the children will be given the opportunity to ‘use a range of information sources to generate ideas for products’ whilst also ‘investigate how existing products look and function as a source of ideas for their own products’. 
Following on from the collaboration the children will then put their ideas on to paper. Firstly, they will draw their memorial outlining any key features they would like to add, and they will also put down which materials they think would be best suited to make their memorial. This is an opportunity for the children to develop their creativity as Robinson (2006) explains ‘My contention is that creativity now is as important in education as literacy, and we should treat it with the same status’. Robinson also believes that every individual can be creative, and that creativity needs to be nurtured and encouraged. Whether or not you believe Robinsons views the research behind his thoughts on how creativity can enhance a child’s development cannot be ignored. One theorist who views are different to Robinsons is Howard Gardner who believes that only certain people can be creative and people with specific brain functions can be creative. Gardner (1997) defines creativity ‘somebody does something new that initially strikes people as odd or unexpected, but rather than being rejected is accepted by people who know something about the topic’. 
 Following the design stage, the teacher will then let the children know what materials they have available for the children to make their memorial in this case it will be clay and paper mache covered in chicken wire. The children will then have the opportunity to evaluate their initial design and decide whether or not their design can be made using these products. After the children have made any necessary changes to their initial design they will be split in to 2 groups, a paper mache group and a clay group. Once the children have been split in to their groups they will be shown the techniques on how to mold clay and how to use paper mache. The teacher will sit with one group and the classroom assistant with another who will assist with any problems that may occur. The children will then be given the opportunity to start making their memorials, during the making process the teacher will then bring in the traffic light strategy for AFL. Each child will be given 3 sticks with 3 different colours on them, red, amber and green. The teacher will ask the children to show how they feel, if they are showing red they are really struggling, amber if they need a little bit of help and green if they are ok. Once the children have indicated which colour they are the teacher and classroom assistant will go around each red and amber in their group and assist them with what they are having difficulty with. Race et al (2005) expresses ‘Nothing we do to, or for our students is more important than our assessment of their work and the feedback we give them on it’. The key here is for the teacher and classroom assistant to ensure that they give the children that may be finding the task challenging the best possible feedback to enhance their work and ease their mind. To conclude the activity the children will present their memorial to the class in Welsh, prior to presentation the children will have the opportunity to look up any words they may not know the translation of. During the presentation the children will explain what materials they chose and why, what they have chosen to make their memorial about and why this is important to them and tell the class if they were to do the task again what they would do differently. This will then link in to linguistic strand of the CC, this will allow the children to gain confidence speaking in Welsh and they may also feel more enthusiastic about it as they are speaking about something they have created.
‘Even though the subject of art and design is on the national curriculum, the focus of successive governments on literacy, maths and science has marginalised its teaching in primary schools’ Jolley (2010). If teachers are finding it difficult to impose art and design lessons due to the pressure of literacy, maths and science why not implement a cross curricular approach and imbed these core subjects within art and design lessons to ensure we are not taking these opportunities away from the children. It was mentioned in the task that there will be a cross curricular approach to the teaching of this lesson. This will be implemented across all the lessons outlined in this piece of work. There are many benefits of teaching in a cross-curricular method as it allows children to improve and learn a host of skills through the learning of another subject. Hayes (2010) explains that ‘Well planned cross-curricular work helps children make sense of their learning because knowledge and skills learned in one subject are used to reinforce and support learning in others’.  
The next task in which the children will undertake will be an Art activity which will take place both indoors and outdoors. The Welsh Government (2010) KS2 curriculum outlines that ‘Art and design stimulates creativity and imagination and challenges learners to make informed judgements and practical decisions’. Which as teachers and practitioners we should thrive to give our children these opportunities to become creative individuals who make good judgments and practical decisions. As a class the teacher will discuss the date surrounding the artefact which will bring the class discussion on to artists during this time. The teacher will begin by asking the children questions what pieces of art do they think artists created during this time? what materials would they use? What would they paint, draw? Following this discussion, the teacher will introduce the children to two Welsh war time artists Christopher Nevinson and Frank Brangwyn and their work (Appendix 2) the teacher will then explain to the children that there are Welsh war artists still creating pieces of art now and the teacher will introduce them to the work of Dan Peterson (Appendix 3). 
The children will then be given the first task of identifying the comparisons and differences between these artists. This task will be done as part of a group. This will link closely to the historical element of the YCC as one of the points made is for children to make comparisons between past and present, and develop an understanding of how these have changed over time. Whilst making the comparisons and differences between the two pieces of art one of the main differences they may see is that the equipment and technology pictured in the Petersons photo is more advanced than that in Nevinsons, this will help the teacher bring the discussion with the class on to how much technology has changed over time and how has that help shape Wales as a country which directly links to Economic element of the YCC. This first part of the lesson also covers the understanding element of KS2 curriculum where one of the skills is for children to experiment and examine methods used by other artists looking closely at periods and places. 
In both Nevinson (Appendix 2) and Peterson (Appendix 3) work they have created a piece of art from something they have seen using their own perspective on the situation. This will be used a stimulus for the main task the children will undertake following on from the introduction task the children will each be given a piece of paper and a clipboard. The main task will be for the children to choose either the classroom or the outside yard and create a picture through drawing. ‘Drawing can be thought of as a kind of thinking aloud which enables young children to convey a host of things about their experience of the world that cannot be easily expressed through verbal language’ Cox & Watts (2007). Some people may feel that the same things happen in these areas everyday but by giving the children the opportunity to create a piece of art from something that they see through their eyes the opportunity to develop their creativity is at the pinnacle. There are many children and adults who do not feel confident when it comes to drawing and a lot of this could have stemmed from people having a negative approach to drawing as a child, so it is vital that we value each child’s piece of work and approach the lesson with energy and excitement. As this will filter down to the children and hopefully ease their fears of drawing and enabling them an opportunity to express themselves. Once the children have finished drawing their pieces of art they will be given the choice of either adding colour through paint or pencil to help finish their art work. It is important that all children have the opportunity to work with colour and paint. Cox & Watts (2007) explains that ‘through working with colour and paint, children can develop practical, organizational and creative skills and develop a repertoire of representational concepts’. It also allows for children to learn to understand colour, paint especially can give children an opportunity to experiment with colour and learn different ways to make different colours. 
Throughout this lesson the teacher will incorporate the ‘Tallis Habits of mind’ (2013) the Tallis habits are based on theory by Lucas, Spencer and Claxton (2013) they outlined that students who learn the skills in the Tallis habits are more associated with being creative successful learners. There are 5 skills outlined in the Tallis habits the first inquisitiveness would be met by the children during the first part of the lesson when they are comparing and contrasting the two sperate pieces of art as this gives the children an opportunity to challenge one another’s assumption’s. They will also be taking part in collaborative work during the comparison task as they will be working as part of a group. This is another skill outlined in the Tallis habits the 3 other skills outlined are persistence, discipline and imagination these will all be in bedded in to the main activity as each child will need to show persistence when doing their drawing as this does not easily for a lot of children. The children will then be developing discipline when they are making their decision on whether the best decision would be for them to use paint or colour pencil to further craft and improve their piece of art. As the final skill outlined in the Tallis habits is imagination and this skill is present throughout the task, as the whole task is centred around their perspective and the opportunity for them to play with the numerous possibilities whilst making connections to what they see in their everyday life. 
As a plenary for this lesson, the AFL strategy 60 seconds would be used this allows the children to summarise what they have learnt throughout the lesson in 60 seconds. For this lesson the teacher could change it to 50 seconds of summarising what they learnt and 10 seconds for issue or part of lesson they had difficulty with. As there are many skills that can be learnt in this lesson it is vital that the teacher gets individual feedback from the children to take the right steps to help each child grow. There may be some children who had difficulty with the drawing aspect of the lesson but there also be other who found the comparison work difficult. This AFL strategy will ensure that the teacher gets the most from the lesson as well as the children. 
There are many schools who seek outside support when it comes to the teaching of the expressive arts more closely physical education and music. It is important that all teachers are capable and confident in teaching both these subjects to ensure that we are giving our children the best possible pathway to grow and appreciate these subjects. There are positives and negatives to outside school support when teaching these subjects, the main positive is that the people the school have to come in are usually specialists in these fields, on the other hand these specialists quite often only see the children once a week. Which can mean that they are only receiving these lessons during that time they have with the specialist which is hindering their opportunities to enhance their skills in these subjects. 
This leads on to the final lesson in the theme which will be a music lesson, in an article by the school run they outline that music can help children develop ‘listening skills, the ability to concentrate, creativity, intuitions, aesthetic sensitivity, perseverance, the ability to work in a group, self-confidence and sensitivity towards others’. In keeping with the theme of war time in Wales, the teacher will begin the lesson by introducing the children to two pieces of War time music which were both written by Welsh men. The first piece will be ‘keep the home fire burning’ (Appendix 4) written by Cardiff born Ivor Novello and sang by John Mccormack and the second piece will be ‘pack up your troubles’ (Appendix 5) which was written by Welsh brothers Felix and George Powell and sang by Murray Johnson. The reason behind choosing these two pieces of music is that one is very moving and emotional whilst the other is very upbeat and very joyful. After listening to both pieces of music each child will be given a work sheet which will have the 8 musical elements outlined in the Welsh Government (2015) KS2 curriculum written on it. Once the children have the worksheets the teacher will have a class discussion to familiarise all the children with the definitions of the elements. Once the class has been familiarised with the definitions the teacher will play each piece of music again and the children will need to appraise the music and outline and distinctions they hear. This helps the children develop each of the skills outlined in KS2 curriculum for appraising. The children will then discuss the information they have found, the teacher will then ask what the children found were the main differences between each piece. 
Once this task has been completed the teacher will hold a classroom vote on which of the two songs the children would like to perform as a class. Once the vote has been cast the children will be given a copy of the lyrics of the song chosen. They will then be split into groups and each group will be given a part of the song that they must perform. The children will have the opportunity to listen to the song again and count the beats and rhythms using a clapping technique which will help to integrate maths in to the lesson, which will keep with the cross curricular approach taken within the lessons. As outlined in the LNF framework by taking part in this activity it will help the children develop their mathematical reasoning by transferring mathematical skills to a variety of contexts. Once the children have had the opportunity to practice their parts in the song they will perform it as a class. Which in turn helps develop 5 out of the 8 skills outlined in the performing strand of the KS2 curriculum for music. 
To conclude the unit of work the teacher will arrange with the help of the children an opportunity for parents and the local community to come in to the School to see the pieces of art the children have created. During the evening the children’s monuments will be on display along with their perspective photos and to conclude the evening the children will perform the song they have learnt. ‘Displaying students’ work is one of the effective ways in raising the students’ motivation in learning. Students will feel that they are given more appreciation of their work’ Skinner (1938). 
There are many issues for teachers teaching expressive arts, these are; confidence, philosophy, education and political view. Through the use of a cultural artefact there are ways in which a number of these issues and can be minimized. Mellou (1996) ‘to give children a creative learning environment we need environments, programmes and support for teachers’. To ensure that the children in the teacher’s care are having the best opportunity to experience the visual and expressive arts whilst also having the chance to become as creative as they possibly can be. Through this piece of work the research gathered has shown that the visual and expressive arts and creativity are heavily linked.  Robinson (2006) ‘we are educating people out of their creative capacities, I believe this passionately that we don’t grow out of creativity, we grow out of it or rather, we get educated out of it’. This is something teachers and practitioners must avoid. The use of a visual and cultural artefact to teach the visual and expressive arts is a way this can be achieved.  
Many students and young people may have difficulty expressing themselves in these lessons due to self-esteem or confidence issues. The use of a cultural artefact that both excites and enthuses a child can help motivate them in the visual and expressive arts lessons. For children having an artefact which they can see, touch, hear, it can ignite that inquisitiveness and enthusiasm that children somewhat need to enhance their learning. ‘When presented with stimulating artefacts, children may happily take responsibility for their own learning’ Dow (1993).  It is evident that if an individual can relate to a certain thing or situation their interest in it will grow, this is a reason why a cultural artefact can have a positive effect on teaching the arts, as it can help children engage with a subject that they may otherwise have difficulty engaging in. 
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