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Targets from my previous assignment

	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	
To check my use of Harvard referencing 

	I have read the Harvard Referencing Guide and referred to it throughout my work when I was unsure on the correct referencing formats.

	To critique what I read and try to synthesis my work more


	I have done this by finding a range of different sources from different websites including Google Scholar, the UWTSD Library and sources from Google. I have also included opposing and critical viewpoints.

	
Continue to read a wide range of academic sources- try to find Estyn case studies and up to date journals to support.

	I have included Estyn reports, Government articles, the Curriculum for Wales and a variety of relevant articles in my assignment.






Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.
Introduction

In this essay the author will be looking at the different ways that their placement school can use the surrounding community to develop children’s learning as much as possible. In accordance with the BERA Guidelines (2024) the author's placement school will be referred to as School X. The BERA guidelines (2024) provide detailed information on how to ensure that educational research is conducted in an ethical and private matter. Cohen-Vogel, Goldring and Smrekar (2010, p. 54) suggest that community facilities and organisations are vital to increase trust and communication between all members of the community. It is cited that these resources should be taken advantage of to improve the community for children and others in the neighbourhood (Cohen-Vogel, Goldring and Smrekar 2010, p. 54). Therefore, the author highlights the uses of a trip to School X’s local parish church to introduce the topic of different religions and the importance of inclusion and diversity. Furthermore, the value of using the nature paths in the forest next to School X is emphasised throughout this essay. The idea of using litter picking as well as taking note of animals along these paths are used to support the teaching of topics including climate change, animals, habitats and the impacts of littering. 


Community Profile

According to My Local School (2024), School X is in a small town in the Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council. The school is in the English medium and has 153 pupils. As shown on the School X website (2022), the school has classes from nursery to year six, including joint year group classes from reception to year 5, which suggests that the school is relatively . Harrison and Busher (1995, p.385) cite that schools with less than 200 pupils, like School X, are influenced by the lack of information and diversity in their community. However, it can be argued that their smaller schools “further advantage of being better able to fully use their community and locale as a teaching environment” (Leonard, Leonard and Sackney, 2001, p. 79). There is an average of 37.0% of children eligible for free school meals in School X compared to the 23.8% average for the local authority (My Local School, 2024). This indicates that there is a high level of children from deprived backgrounds in the school and possibly its town. This may have an impact on School X’s community engagement outcomes as “learners from deprived backgrounds are more likely to have parents or carers who are less involved in their children’s education” (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 26). Complementing support is put forward by the Northern Ireland Assembly (2010, p. 3) who cite that working with a school’s community is specifically important when in a disadvantaged area. Estyn (2024) states that due to the improvements made by School X they will not be monitored further following their inspection in 2023. Writings by Estyn (2023) show that 0% of the school's pupils speak Welsh at home. However, My Local School (2024) shows that this school has 4.5% of children with English as an Additional Language (EAL). This is pointed out to be higher than the 3.1% of EAL pupils in the local authority of Rhondda Cynon Taf. However, My Local School (2024) indicates that this is still lower than the 7.1% of EAL pupils on an average in Wales. In addition, School X has an attendance rate of 92.2% and a budget of £4476 per student. The Equality Act 2010 (Curriculum for Wales, 2021) proposes that if there is a large number of children from a particular disadvantaged group then the school should focus on that group. This could be done by either focusing on working towards lowering that specific group's disadvantage or by educating other children on minority or disadvantaged groups. Ultimately, this would apply to School X as there are 11.6% of children who are Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic in comparison to the average of 7.9% in Rhondda Cynon Taf (My Local School, 2024). 


Suggestions 

According to the Welsh Government (2022), a Community Focused School enables children to feel accepted and safe in their school environment. Banks (2016, p. 5) similarly cites how children's attitudes to religion can be changed by the way they are taught. Therefore, it is essential that students are informed about diversity to allow them to be inclusive to everyone in their school and community (Bank, 2016, p.5). The importance of this is emphasised by school X who state that they “provide the opportunity to experience, understand and celebrate diversity” (<REDACTED>, 2022, p.3). A critical view is put forward by Hemming (2017, p.156) who suggests that religious values taught in schools are often unbiased which can cause problems. This point is further developed by explaining that this could be “limiting children’s autonomy and freedom of religion” (Hemming, 2017, p.156). This should be an important focus as there is a higher number of Black, Asian Minority Ethnic children in School X compared to the schools in Rhonna Cynon Taff (My Local School, 2024). This means that these topics will help to support pupils learning on diversity, equality and equity to create a more tolerant community. This could be done by using the local parish church for trips as an example of a place of worship. The parish church is a seven minute walk from the school which means that this would be a suitable distance for the foundation pupils in School X (My Local School, 2024). This church conducts tours of the Stations of the Cross that would further the pupils' understanding of different religions (<REDACTED> Parish Church, 2024). Riegel and Kindermann (2015, p.107), believe that children should be taught about a church or other place of worship before going there on a trip. The essay proposes the idea that if children are not correctly educated about a church and the appropriate way to behave while there they will be distracted from their learning (Riegel and Kinderman (2015, p.107). For this reason, the author believes that School X would benefit from introducing these topics prior to this trip. Another use for the Local Parish near School X is to involve children in the food bank collection that is done as a collection point for the local food bank (<REDACTED> Parish Church, 2024). This would encourage children’s parents and carers to engage with the activity by giving pupils something from home to donate or buying something for the food bank. This activity would develop children’s understanding of food banks and helping other people in the community. 

Writings by Roberts (2009, p. 213 - p. 214) express the importance that the environment has on children and how children now play outdoors less than in the past because of their access to the internet. This issue is referred to as “Nature-Deficit Disorder” by Roberts (2009, p.213) to further emphasise how vital children learning through nature is. This opinion is offered by Miller et al. (2021, p.1115) who similarly cites that there are worries that children are missing out on the benefits of nature compared to children in the past. Therefore, it may benefit the pupils in School X to use the nature trails that are around a five minute walk across the close small road (StreetCheck, 2024). There are many ways these paths and woods can be used, including litter picking for the older foundation classes to develop their learning. Cremin and Burnett (2018, p.251) cites that learning outdoors is important as it allows children to explore and play in a different environment. According to Vygotsky, (1978, cited in Cremin and Burnett, 2018, p.251) it is also recognised that learning takes place in both formal and informal spaces. This activity would help to teach the children about the importance of helping the environment, climate change and the benefits of recycling. This activity would benefit the community by lowering the amount of rubbish on these paths. In addition, after being taught in the classroom and personally litter picking children in School X would further understand the importance of keeping their community tidy. To make this trip enjoyable for the pupils the author would suggest that when litter picking the children could work in pairs while swapping roles between the pupil that litter picks and the child that takes note of the animals they have spotted. The teacher can then use this to focus on the impacts littering has on the wildlife the children have found. An opposing viewpoint is portrayed by Kiviranta et al. (2023, p.108) who argues that using nature to learn might cause some problems including the children’s safety and weather conditions. Ultimately, a risk assessment would need to be done prior to the trip taking place to consider these issues beforehand. Dolan (2022, p. 34) suggests that a trip where the pupils walk in natural surroundings can help to support children's physical education as well as allowing them to connect with their community. According to Bonnett and Williams (2006, p. 160), children view global issues as more detrimental than local problems which can often make them feel a lack of power and lower their engagement. This viewpoint is reinforced by Nepras, Strejckova and Kroutfek (2022, p. 2), who elaborates that children’s engagement in climate change issues are impacted by how impactful they believe their actions are on a community level. In contrast Nepras, Strejckova and Kroutfek (2022, p. 2) also point out that these topics can cause some emotions like fear which should be taken into consideration when talking about the impacts on School X’s community. Therefore, the author's idea will allow children to help their community and make them more engaged in these topics.  

Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, the author would suggest that School X uses a trip to the Local Parish Church to link to the topics of diversity and to develop children’s understanding of religion to educate the pupils on inclusivity. Twinkl (no date) emphasises that teaching children about religion is important as it allows them to be exposed to different views, beliefs and culture. Twinkl (no date) also implies that this will allow them to become more tolerant to other children and people in their community. This idea was chosen as it is particularly important because School X is diverse due to the high number of Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic children compared to the rest of the local authority schools (My Local School, 2024). In addition, School X could use the local nature paths to litter pick to allow children to learn about the environment and climate change. Furthermore, the children would be using teamwork to spot animals that they see on their walk to introduce topics about animals that are local to their area, their habitats and how they are affected by littering. 
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