[bookmark: _GoBack]Critically explore how the current political landscape between Europe and the UK is affecting Wales’s devolved Government. Students should refer to issues within the fluid ‘Brexit’ negotiations currently being reported via a wide range of media sources.  


· Explore a critical understanding of the complexities within the evolving political landscape in a post ‘truth’ world.
· Evaluate the implications of current political positions on those groups at risk of exclusion.
· Critically engage with current political events, legislation and manifesto from a Wales, UK and World perspective.  
· Organise their knowledge and learning through use of a range of information resources, and present their work appropriately



Reflecting on the death and destruction of world war one and two, Britain decided if countries formed a stronger economic tie it would be less chance to fight each other. Similarly, Britain could possibly use other courtiers in the EU as allies if war was to break out. Due to these beneficial reasons, in 1963 and 1967, the UK attempted to unite with the other countries in Europe to form the European Economic Community (EEC). However, they were declined by French President Charles de Gaulle because he did not trust the UK and believed they could not bring any economic benefits. Despite this, in 1973 when he stepped down from power, the UK joined the EEC now known as the European Union (EU). 
After two years of joining the EU, UK had their first national referendum to see if the general public would like to remain the EU or not, as not everyone was happy, this resulted in them staying.  Throughout time, the UK tried to keep independent from key factors of the EU. For example; in 1995 the rest of the EU opened their borders for free movement within the union, the UK’s border remains closed.  Also, the UK chose to keep the British pound as their currency as the others adopted Euros. The most likely reason for the start of Britain leaving the EU was adopting the Lisbon treaty in 2009. It made the bigger institutions more powerful and gave the smaller ones the opportunity to leave by creating Article 50.
At the same time global recession pushed many migrants towards the wealthier member states of the EU, adding pressure to an already stretched system. With 70% of population growth in the UK between 2001 and 2011 being attributed to foreign-born immigration, along with heightened concerns over terrorism carried out by immigrants, it becomes clearer to see why some of the population would see this immigration as negative, and it would make for a very good campaign for leaving the EU.
Whilst Britain’s borders remained closed, the number of immigrants coming into the UK did increase, a recent poll attributed the main reason for remain vote was the result of widespread anti-immigration sentiment in the UK. After calls for an in-out referendum in 2012 was rejected by David Cameron, mounting pressure and growing UKIP support from voters forced David Cameron into an EU Referendum 2015 campaign promise. The conservatives won a majority vote and soon after the European Union Referendum Act 2015 was introduced enabling the referendum.
On the build up to the referendum, multiple remain and leave campaigns were setup. UKIP had a very successful campaign riding the immigration discontent in this country and sometimes spreading campaign lies. UKIP were not the only party using deceptive figures and statements to try to get votes, Boris Johnson and Michael Gove, both leave campaigners and effective media campaigners, pushed the leave campaign ahead. At the time, the leave campaigns dominated media sources with very little response from remain campaigners. When the referendum finally took place on the 23rd June 2016, 51.9% of the population ended up voting to leave the EU. In Wales, 52 per cent of the people voted to leave. This was the second highest too voted to leave. This being the first ever country to leave the EU.
The following day on the 24th June, David Cameron resigned as leader of the conservatives as he stated during the campaign, the same day the pound fell to a 30 year low.  Later that month, Theresa May announced her candidacy with a much harder approach to Brexit stating that there should be no attempts to remain inside of the EU. In the same month Nigel Farage who had led the leave campaign also resigned from leader of UKIP.  In October, Theresa May announced the date for the triggering of Article 50 to be before the end of March 2017.
In March, Article 50 was triggered, giving the UK the right to leave the EU with a time period of two years to negotiate an exit deal.  There are key issues with exiting the EU which need to be negotiated within this time limit. These negotiations are lengthy and complicated, the terms of exiting must be negotiated with the other 27 states of the EU. 
Wales became a devolved Government in 2006 and gained the power to initiate primary legislation. Schedule 7 of the Government of Wales Act 2006 defines areas of responsibility devolved to the Welsh Government. The problem with Brexit is what happens to these powers after we leave the EU. In a recent EU withdrawal bill aiming to replicate EU law into UK law was suggested to be a grab for power, taking previously devolved powers back to Westminster, undermining the principles of devolution.
The UK has conceded to EU demands to honour financial liabilities accrued during four decades within the EU. This sum ranges from 24 billion to 65billion Euros, but many reporters agree that this final amount will not be agreed upon until late in negotiations in October 2018. The size of the UK economy is £2000 billion so this divorce bill only represents 2.5 percent of our GDP. Nobody is expecting the UK to pay this bill in one lump sum so this bill could be paid with five more years of normal EU payments.
Trade is another key point in negotiations but officially these talks cannot begin until the UK is a ‘third country’ meaning only once it has left the EU can trade negotiations be cemented. Whether we remain in the EU’s single market is the primary concern, the single market eliminates tariffs, quotas or taxes on trade. Norway, Iceland and Lichtenstein are all in the EU’s single market but are not EU members, this is likely to be what the UK pushes for, but acceptance by all 27 EU states will be essential to get this deal.
Citizenship is another important consideration with Brexit negotiations. So far, EU citizens living in the UK must apply for a ‘settled status’, anyone who fails to apply will be rendered unlawfully resident and committing a criminal offence. With an estimated 3 million applications, the processing of these applications is likely to take a long time. With the future of these applicants uncertain, many are having difficulties finding work after being asked for evidence of their citizenship. Currently, family members of EU citizens living in the UK can arrive and apply for settled status, however, after Brexit tougher criteria including income thresholds will play a role in determining who can settle in the UK.
Initially, Theresa May’s stance on Brexit appeared to be hard centering on the control of UK Borders echoing the sentiment of voters and polls. Unfortunately, a hard Brexit would mean giving up full access to the EU single market, creating import taxes on goods and services, and restricting the migration of EU citizens into the UK.  On the other hand, a soft Brexit would mean things remain as they are in terms of trade and we retain access to the single market, with continued movement of goods and people.
Following opposition to many of the Harder exit options, amendments have been made to soften the exit from the EU. A soft Brexit would retain some links with the EU particularly in terms of trade. Tariff free trade would be retained allowing free movement of labour across member states. Norway, Iceland and Lichtenstein have access to the single market whilst not being part of the EU on the condition they accept the four freedoms; free movement of goods, capital, persons and freedom to establish and provide services.
Clearly the negotiation process is the most important political issue facing the UK today. Ensuring that Britain is ready and in a position politically, financially and socially to face the future after Brexit is key in these negotiations. In terms of Wales and devolved nations, assembly members have a duty to ensure that negotiations are inclusive and do not take away devolved powers from those nations. As a Welsh person I expect my Assembly Government to work for me and retain what rights and benefits I get from working and living in my home country, and protect powers instated under EU rule. 



























