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[bookmark: _Toc71208905]1.0 Introduction to the Research 
[bookmark: _Toc71192101][bookmark: _Toc71192167][bookmark: _Toc71208906][bookmark: _Toc527629019][bookmark: _Toc10200864][bookmark: _Toc527629021][bookmark: _Toc10200866]1.1 Introduction 
Introduction to the research will contain the background of this research problem. It will be showing the statement of the topic. It will also justify the research program and how important it is to be clarified.
[bookmark: _Toc71192102][bookmark: _Toc71192168][bookmark: _Toc71208907]1.2 Background to the problem 
Learning support assistants are essential to make an efficient experience within the teaching program. The efficiency also ensures the development of a child. LSAs or learning support Assistants provide supports to the whole learning system. Every classroom is having an increasing workload along with the regular teaching procedures. The workload cannot be managed well along with giving lectures at the same time without the help of these learning assistants. Learning assistants are also called teaching assistants. These individuals have a similar role in supporting the pupils. It helps them have a good academic experience in their institutions. Some of the students may have learning difficulties flowing regional and cultural differences. Learning assistants help those individuals overcome the challenges and learn fruitfully. The challenges and disabilities students have can put an impact on their ongoing academic education and adversely affect primary education where the chances of exclusion arise. Learning support assistants directly communicate to SEN (Special Educational Needs) and help students continue their education smoothly.
[bookmark: _Toc527629022][bookmark: _Toc71192103][bookmark: _Toc71192169][bookmark: _Toc71208908][bookmark: _Toc10200867]1.3 Statement of the problem 
[bookmark: _Toc71192104][bookmark: _Toc71192170][bookmark: _Toc527629026][bookmark: _Toc10200868]The primary school students are not enough capable like other pupils and seek an effective appreciation to adjust to their academic environment and education materials. Due to some of them have special needs, the regular procedures are not enough to encourage them in future studies. Here, the learning support assistants do pay more attention to them and play a very important role so that the children with difficulty can overcome educational obstacles. Learning support assistants are academic assistants who work at different educational institutes for supporting all those kinds of students. Around the United Kingdom, there are more than 163 thousand learning support assistants who are working for children at schools. The number of students having learning disabilities is also not small which is 351 thousand. The contribution of learning support assistants is not measurable but praiseworthy.
[bookmark: _Toc71208909]1.4 Justification of the research 
To justify the research program, it is necessary to bring out its importance. One of the elements of the educational foundation is the inclusion of students from primary schools. These students look ahead to further studies because of the support by learning support assistants. This research has aimed for evaluating the effectiveness of those learning support assistants at primary levels. The policymakers may find it useful to understand the contribution learning support assistants make and whether the role played by them is worthy to be recognized or not.
[bookmark: _Toc71192105][bookmark: _Toc71192171][bookmark: _Toc71208910][bookmark: _Toc527629027][bookmark: _Toc10200869]1.5 Significance of the research 
This research program put attention to the role of learning support assistants at primary school levels. It focused on the importance of those individuals and how students are needing their support in every step of their primary academic life. Hence, it declares the effectiveness of the role played by learning support assistants. They try to ensure the inclusion of primary students within their responsibility and improve the way to learning for them. As a result, learners get good academic experience and foster their education. The research will also carry out how weak or strong their efforts are. It is a matter of concern for the policymakers so that they can facilitate and appreciate the effort.
[bookmark: _Toc71192106][bookmark: _Toc71192172][bookmark: _Toc10200871]

[bookmark: _Toc71208911]2.0 Literature Review 
[bookmark: _Toc10200872][bookmark: _Toc71192107][bookmark: _Toc71192173][bookmark: _Toc71208912][bookmark: _Toc10200873]2.1 Existing literature on the topic
Learning support assistants have an important role to play within the classrooms. They also put effort into students even outside their classrooms (Bland and Sleightholme, 2012). All these efforts are given to support the children in a manner that is easily acceptable and encouraging. According to Hannon (2017), learning support assistants are equivalent to other teaching professionals who are credited with posts in the broader education system. Also, Bickerton (2019) said, learning support assistants are encouraged to improve the environment of educational institutions for both teachers and students (Heringa, 2013). He included, students and children of primary school level are the key stakeholders of this system (Smith, 2018). Professionals demonstrated the role of learning support assistants in the United Kingdom which gives the learning support assistants priorities as a teacher (Fox, 2005). Even learning support assistants are sometimes more than the teaching professionals who can observe a child closely and cooperate with him or her in a friendlier manner. Bingle (2018) said, learning support assistants do cover the most important areas of the learning system that are very necessary for the first stage of education. It declares the importance of learning support assistants that how they can raise a child from the very beginning of her educational life. 
By Johnston and Halocha (2016), in UK primary schools, children are overcoming educational challenges and language difficulties with the great support of learning assistants. They help the children meet their educational needs and deal with difficulties. For Rupert (2019), the main role played by learning support assistants is sometimes to fade out the learning barriers and help children keep looking forward. Learning support assistants are shields for all those children who keep moving to a better academic life where the assistants protect their educational growth will all possible efforts (Shi, 2008). Around the United Kingdom, more than 351 thousand students under 17 years are having a learning disability and 118 thousand are from the primary level (Weinberger, Pickstone and Hannon, 2017). The importance of learning support assistants is hence so important thus a large number of disable students can develop academic qualities within themselves and be something they desire to be in life. While performing the duties of a learning support assistant, these individuals also face higher challenges that they need to overcome for supporting the children. Learning support assistants devote themselves to the well-being of a student who can do anything with a minimum motivation provided by someone. Because of that, some educational institutions are obliged to ensure the activities of a learning support assistant. The institutions that have no concerns about the importance of the role of learning support assistants are going to suffer and make the children suffer at most in their academic life. Learning support assistants can do what teaching professionals even cannot. It clearly declares the remarkable contribution of a learning support assistant in the academic life of a student and the institution.
[bookmark: _Toc71192108][bookmark: _Toc71192174][bookmark: _Toc71208913][bookmark: _Toc10200874]2.2 Identify gaps in the literature 
It is not likely to find all real-time information in the academic sources that are written about the learning support assistants. At the current time, the contribution of learning support assistants reached another level of success. Students are more likely not to depend on the teaching professionals and looking forward to achieving academic success individually (McCarthy, 2016). They find learning support assistants more than they actually are and frankly cooperate for academic development. Students consider them the close friends in schools who can understand them, guide them, help them and enforce academic professionalism within themselves.
[bookmark: _Toc71192109][bookmark: _Toc71192175][bookmark: _Toc71208914][bookmark: _Toc10200875]2.3 Purpose of the research
The research purpose is delivering supporting data on the role of learning support assistants. It will show how important these individuals are in the contribution of academic professionalism. The research will further show whether learning support assistants are succeeding to perform all responsibilities related to children and their academic life or not.
[bookmark: _Toc71192110][bookmark: _Toc71192176][bookmark: _Toc71208915]2.4 Aims and objectives
This research program has the aim to evaluate the responsibilities of learning support assistants. It will provide an understanding of the importance of their roles that can enable students to overcome special needs. It also contains the objectives to ensure ongoing supports in study programs at the primary level of education.
Objectives
1. Identifying the key roles of learning support assistants
2. Evaluating the key roles of learning support assistants
3. Evaluating the importance of learning support assistants to meet the academic needs of primary level students
4. Identifying the challenges faced by all learning support assistants in primary level education
5. Evaluating the challenges faced by learning support assistants at primary level of education
[bookmark: _Toc71192111][bookmark: _Toc71192177][bookmark: _Toc71208916][bookmark: _Toc10200876]2.5 Research question 
1. What roles are played by the learning support assistants in primary schools?
2. How the learning support assistants meet the learning needs of the students in primary schools?
3. What challenges are faced by the learning support assistants in playing their roles in primary schools?
[bookmark: _Toc71192112][bookmark: _Toc71192178][bookmark: _Toc10200879]

[bookmark: _Toc71208917]3.0 Research Methodology 
[bookmark: _Toc10200881][bookmark: _Toc71192113][bookmark: _Toc71192179][bookmark: _Toc71208918]3.1 Philosophical underpinning of the research
This research program has applied a pragmatist research philosophy with the intention to support the process of data collection. This research program has been made through a data collection process of both quantitative and qualitative methods. The data was collected with an aim to develop the part of the literature review (Silverman, 2017). The process also supported data analysis and further discussion of the research program. According to pragmatist research philosophy, the most important determinants of this research program are the given research questions (Griffiths, 2009). Since the answers to those questions can determine what philosophy is to be implemented to enforce the data collection process and forward researches, they are very important for the preparation of this research program.
[bookmark: _Toc71208919][bookmark: _Toc10200882][bookmark: _Toc71192114][bookmark: _Toc71192180]3.2 Data collection methods 
This research program has made using the secondary method of data collection. The secondary data collection method delivers all data that are already available or have been analyzed by other professionals. A secondary data collection method was implemented in this research program thus it can support the qualitative structure of the research (Eiras, 2010). Also, this method saves time to research and it is the best fit for to qualitative method. Secondary data is also pre-ready to use, organized, and structured for the easy collection of information. It is a convenient method to get to the point of research straight rather than analyzing a vast amount of information. An analyst can complete the data collection process within a very short time and prepare the papers accordingly. To appreciate the development of the literature review, secondary data sources are most useful where researchers can find several sources to access the root of information.
[bookmark: _Toc71208920][bookmark: _Toc10200883][bookmark: _Toc71192115][bookmark: _Toc71192181]3.3 Data sources 
The preparation of this research program used important sources of data through the internet. With the help of both Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox, the data sources were found. The search engines were Google Scholar and Google. It helped access online sources of secondary data for the preparation of this research. A database such as BMJ, Elsevier and JSTOR has been used also. At the same time, the research had made analyzing all reliable online sources of leading journals and books to collect further information to support the research questions.
[bookmark: _Toc71208921][bookmark: _Toc10200884][bookmark: _Toc71192116][bookmark: _Toc71192182]3.4 Search terms 
	Keywords of The Research
	Interpretation

	1. Learning
	The process of acquiring an understanding. 

	2. Support
	The encouragement and approval provided to something or to individuals to do something.

	3. Assistant 
	Assistant is one who assists. It means the helper who provides assistance individually or synonymously.

	4. Challenges 
	Challenges are something that comes within the nature of a particular project or process. In other words, it is something difficult in the way to achieve something.

	5. Primary
	Primary is the earliest term of something or a process (Warden, 2007). It is the beginning stage of a lengthy process which is also recognized as the root of stages.

	6. Schools
	Educational institutions that are designed to deliver learning spaces within a learning environment for both the teachers and students under the direction of teaching professionals.

	7. Special 
	It is something that is different from others. In other words, special is something better, or different from something unusual and unique. It specifies particular people.

	8. Needs
	Needs are the things necessary and important for an organism to go smoothly. Needs are not wants and much more than that. It is someone seeks for living.

	9. Children
	Plural of the younger human beings within the stages to puberty.



[bookmark: _Toc71208922][bookmark: _Toc10200885][bookmark: _Toc71192117][bookmark: _Toc71192183]3.5 Inclusion and exclusion criteria 
	Criteria of Inclusion
	Criteria of Exclusion

	· A learning support assistants is also referred to his or her equivalents where a teaching assistant was included too.

· For developing the sample of this data, research articles were included from 2005 to 2021 only. 
	· Only the children of primary schools are in this research paper. So, all other children are excluded for the evaluation of the impact of learning support assistants.

 


[bookmark: _Toc71192118][bookmark: _Toc71192184][bookmark: _Toc10200886]
[bookmark: _Toc71208923]3.6 Data analysis 
The method of thematic analysis has been applied in this research program. The method is used to analyze all collected data. The collected data are both quantitative and qualitative. Also, specific themes have been used that are relevant to the given questions for this research (Fornaj and Pickstone, 2021). The themes are used thus it can facilitate the data analysis process. The key themes used can lead to answer all three questions of this research.
[bookmark: _Toc71208924][bookmark: _Toc10200887][bookmark: _Toc71192119][bookmark: _Toc71192185]3.7 Data summary table of journal articles 

	Author and Title 
	Research Questions/ Research Objectives  
	Methods/ Sample 
	Evaluation/ Finding of the Article 
 

	Ruan, 2006

‘To enhance learning program: the importance of learning support assistants’ 


	For the evaluation of the importance of learning support assistants to enhance the learning program.
	Importance of learning support assistants in a bigger concept. It included a total of 10 nations that can enhance their primary learning program with the help of learning support assistants.
	The article from the journal was very helpful to know how the world is looking forward to finding the important role of a learning support assistant. It helped gather all information of the importance of learning support assistants.

	McKeachie, 2009

‘Teaching Professionals vs Teaching Assistants: Who has better effects on children’
	It evaluated the difference between a teacher and a learning support assistant. Somewhat, learning assistants are more prioritized than lecturers in primary education.
	Record of important sources from different primary institutions across the United Kingdom. A range of schools has been analyzed and recorded within the article.
	The journal clearly distinguished the role of a teacher and the role of an academic assistant. It declared the importance of a learning assistant in the academic life of a child once again.

	Bingle, 2018

‘Motivator of the primary schools: Learning support assistant’
	To understand the impact of learning support assistants within the primary level of education.
	Record of 10 regional primary schools of the United Kingdom to declare how the students are being motivated by the learning assistants.
	The article implied the role of learning assistants as a motivator who can influence the children of primary levels positively toward education.

	Heringa, 2013

‘Educational Environment of Primary Level’
	To make an understanding of the responsibilities of learning support assistants within the institutional structure of the primary level of school.
	Analysis of the human elements of the educational environment of the European Union of all reputed primary schools.
	This article imposed the importance of learning support assistants as an essential part of the primary educational institutes. 

	Bickerton, 2019

‘Primary School Needs: What a child demands for?’ 
	To evaluate the needs of children as per their disabilities and demands at the primary level of school. 
	It analysed the needs of primary students of the United Kingdom overall.
	The finding was telling what students seek in the primary schools and what appreciates them best. It found the role of learning support assistants as a guide and support for these students.

	Bland and Sleightholme, 2012

‘The contribution of Learning Support Assistants’

	To evaluate and understand the contribution of learning support assistants.
	Analysed the role of learning support assistants across the world from different perspectives.
	It showed the contribution of learning support assistants in the teaching of primary schools. The role is efficient and important within the sector.

	Smith, 2018

‘The relationship between learning assistants and primary school children’
	To evaluate the relationship of primary students and learning assistants to understand the effectiveness of the role played by them.
	Analysed the student-assistant bonding within different regional primary schools of the United Kingdom.
	The articles declared the good bonding between a primary child and a learning assistant. It is more than the academic relation and a strong friendship to enforce an academic career.

	Long, Spurgeon and Veronica, 2013

‘How well student are treated at primary schools’
	To evaluate the significance of the role of a learning support assistant.
	Recorded how disable students and students with other difficulties deal with challenges and the contribution of learning assistants from student interviews of local primary schools.
	It evaluated the role of a learning support assistant in the treatment of a special child of primary schools. 

	Crowder, Witcomb and Haycraft, 2021

‘Improve primary education’
	To understand the way learning assistants help improve educational structure in the primary sector.
	Review primary school data across the United Kingdom and professional recommendations to improve primary education further.
	It evaluated how the educational improvement of primary schools can be ensured with the help of learning support assistants. They have a big role to play toward the improvement of this educational level.

	De Oliveira, Volk and Hopp, 2014

‘Understanding the need of Learning Assistants in UK’
	The value and importance of the role of a learning support assistant.
	Analysed 30 primary schools’ information of the united kingdom and the role of learning assistants in them.
	It created an understanding of the usefulness of those learning assistants. It implies their value to develop primary students’ education and learning procedure.



[bookmark: _Toc71192120][bookmark: _Toc71192186][bookmark: _Toc71208925][bookmark: _Toc10200888]3.8 Research ethics 
It is closely related to all ethical manners of social responsibility. The data sources were ethically proved successful and socially responsible. There is no controversial source of data that is used within this report. All the sources implied the need of students and the importance of learning support assistants that increase their value in society and do not put anyone down.
[bookmark: _Toc71192121][bookmark: _Toc71192187][bookmark: _Toc71208926][bookmark: _Toc10200889]3.9 Limitations of the research 
The limitation of the research was the unavailability of a range of numerical sources. It could resource the research paper better if more specific data could be provided. It is considered the limitation of this research.
[bookmark: _Toc71192122][bookmark: _Toc71192188][bookmark: _Toc10200891]

[bookmark: _Toc71208927]4.0 Secondary Data Analysis: 
[bookmark: _Toc71192123][bookmark: _Toc71192189][bookmark: _Toc71208928][bookmark: _Toc10200894]4. 1 Findings: Thematic analysis 
Theme 1 – The role of learning support assistants (LSAs) in primary education
The research has found that the main role of learning support assistants is creating a favorable environment within the educational institutions for everyone in the process of education (Vaidya, 2021). They have the responsibility to work with teachers in the class and provide children proper guidance to solve learning difficulties. They are important to help students achieve classroom achievements.
Theme 2 - The importance of learning support assistants (LSAs) to meet student needs
The students of primary schools are at the primary level of their education career. To be capable of expressing self in the classroom, it is necessary to overcome the hesitation. Hence, the reports said how important learning support assistants are to guide and motivate them to higher education
Theme 3 - Challenges faced by learning support assistants (LSAs) while performing responsibilities
While playing individual roles and responsibilities, learning support assistants face common issues such as physical harassment. They carry all these difficulties and keep performing the job. Hence, necessary policies can be taken by authorities to ensure the right of these activists and ensure a healthier and secure job environment for them.
.



[bookmark: _Toc71208929]5.0 Discussion
[bookmark: _Toc71208930][bookmark: _Toc10200898]5.1 Synthesis of your findings to the research questions or research aim and objectives
The themes have found a clear understanding of the major roles played by learning support assistants. It has also been seen how they help teachers to surrounding the lesson and students to understand the academics overcoming hesitation and challenges. It is also important to say the contribution of these individuals for the overall benefit of primary school students and the institute to meet students’ needs. They help institutions understand the right way of the learning process that can engage students as best as it can (Cooper, Hedges and Valentine, 2018). The second theme disclosed that the role of a learning support assistant is not possible to be replaced by any other individual (Major and Savin-Baden, 2012). It indicates their importance within the primary level where education should not be felt like a burden at the beginning of the education career. Students must feel motivated and find education interesting. Lastly, the third theme declared all difficulties faced by these assistants at the time of performing job roles. It is not very easy to understand each child and earn their faith to work accordingly. These learning support assistants need to go through a lot of hassles and struggle to earn the love of the students of the classroom and make them understand that the learning support assistants are devoted to their educational wellbeing. Among the journey to meet success, these individuals should not face such problems as physical harassment. It is their right to get proper respect and courage to keep working forward. The role of a learning support assistant is hence unavoidable and praiseworthy in all aspects. Their responsibilities and usefulness do deserve more than they get.

[bookmark: _Toc71192124][bookmark: _Toc71192190][bookmark: _Toc71208931][bookmark: _Toc10200900]6.0 Conclusions and Recommendations
The research paper can conclude by saying that the role of learning support assistants is very significant. The contribution is not measurable due to the devoted passion of those workers. To be specific, the role of a learning support assistant in primary schools is mandatory where students are newbies and seek inspiration for digging into the store of knowledge. One more important thing is the children of primary schools love to be in touch with these learning assistants and seek help in every manner.
It is also researched that the learning support assistants do not hold a permanent position in primary schools. They do not have specified and convenient facilities. Learning support assistants need job security and deserve value in the workplace. So, the report recommends all encouraging opportunities to be ensured for learning support assistants.


[bookmark: _Toc10200905][bookmark: _Toc71192125][bookmark: _Toc71192191]
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