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	Title of Dissertation: 
Beyond the Vita: an exploration of Prior Robert’s aims, objectives, and cultural impact as both author and character in the Vita Sancte Wenefrede
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	Aims and Objectives:

Nodau ac Amcanion

The intention of this research is to uncover more of Robert Pennant’s life in relation to the cult of St. Gwenfrewy. The aims and objectives are:

· To better understand his purpose for writing the Vita
· To reveal new depths in regard to his aims and objectives for inserting himself into the Vita as a character
· To investigate the long-term impact of his role as author and character by considering modern depictions of his Vita.

	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Prior Robert Pennant has long been credited with furthering the cult of St. Gwenfrewy, with his Vita spreading her legend far beyond the borders of Medieval Wales. Gwenfrewy and her numerous Lives have long been the focus of academic study, while Robert has largely fallen by the wayside. This research seeks to understand who Robert Pennant was, more than just his position as Prior of Shrewsbury Abbey. His choice, as author, to insert himself into Gwenfrewy’s Vita as a character deserves further study and investigation. As Prior, Robert went to great lengths to acquire Gwenfrewy’s relics, as if Shrewsbury could be the only suitable resting place for her bones. To go to such lengths when other saintly relics laid closer to home, when other bones would have been easier to obtain, also suggests a gap in the existing research. Robert Pennant has even found himself represented in modern literature and television, cast as a villain, but without Robert’s efforts Gwenfrewy’s legend would never have reached such levels of popularity, particularly in regard to pilgrimage during the Medieval period.
I expect my main argument to be that Robert Pennant has largely been misunderstood, and that the general conclusion that Robert’s purpose in writing his Vita was to increase the prestige of the newly formed Shrewsbury Abbey fails to consider the wider-reaching implications of his authorship. I believe that Robert’s decision to insert himself as a character in the Vita reveals depths and layers to his reasoning for writing it in the first place, and that after studying Robert in far greater detail, his Vita and the cult of Gwenfrewy may require further analysis. I also expect to discover novel information as to why Robert sought Gwenfrewy’s relics in particular, and to make new arguments in relation to Robert’s intentions in writing the Vita and in successfully obtaining Gwenfrewy’s bones.
I will utilise existing source material on Gwenfrewy and what prior work has been done on Robert Pennant, but I also intend to contact the Shrewsbury branch of the Diocesan Archives to access any information held about Robert Pennant. I will visit Shrewsbury Abbey with the intention of uncovering further information on Robert, and any written sources held there that have not been moved into the archives. I will analyse existing historical data on the competing Abbeys while Robert was Prior at Shrewsbury and utilise this in considering the broader impact of Robert’s Vita.
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