Introduction of Research



The impact of domestic Abuse on children














Student Name: Natalie Tully
Student ID:
Module code: BMHP5005
Assignment: Literature Review
Lecture’s Name: Robert Natowski





Table of contents





























Abstract
The term domestic violence, which includes same-sex partner violence and both men and women as victims, broadly refers to the personal environment in which one partner is harmed by another.
Witnessing or experiencing Domestic violence in early years of a child life can make a significant impact into adulthood relationships and motherhood.
Background: This literature review paper will examine the factors of domestic abuse and how it impacts young children being exposed to violence in the United Kingdom. Qualitative and quantitative study will investigate twenty articles to get a border review. This will be done by gathering in-depth findings, through search engines such as google scholar and google for grey literature. 
Methods: The research conducted within the United Kingdom between 1997 and 2022. The data was gathered by qualitative information through a table form on the strengths and weaknesses, figure 1 is a literature review flow chart which was screened and identified the relevant articles.
Results: This paper hopes to draw attention of a person who reads and to understands the impact of domestic violence have on children and women exposed to any form of trauma of violence, will determine the way of future relationships and parenthood which will shape our young people. 
Keywords: anything related to domestic violence, domestic violence, youth violence, exposure, childhood, covid nineteen, poverty, prevalence of mental health issues, substance abuse and addictions.
Conclusion: 








Introduction
Domestic violence is any act of controlling, coercive, threatening, demeaning, aggressive, or sexually abusive behaviour that occurs once or repeatedly (Women's Aid, 2015). Domestic violence is a huge issue within UK and Wales as a woman is killed by her male partner or ex-partner every four days (Womens Aid, 2013). 
 According to CSEW estimates for the year ending March 2018, 7.0 million victims and 21.0% of those in the 16–59 age range, have been the victims of domestic violence at some point since becoming 16 years old (goodwa, n.d.). The national statics crime survey says that children being present in the household when domestic abuse was happening under the age of 16 years old. 20.5 per cent saw or heard abuse happening (goodwa, n.d.). This does not show the full picture as limited data was collected.
The aims of this research paper are to determine the common risk factors for domestic violence. Also, the exposure and impact on young children witnessing DV.
Understanding the root cause of domestic violence may hold the key to its elimination in our society. The focus of this paper is aiming on the causes of domestic violence on women and children. 
Despite being aware of these definitional and terminological dilemmas, the term "domestic violence" is nonetheless employed in this paper, mainly because it is commonly used in both professional and daily contexts and readily draws attention to the essay's subject.
There are many common risk factors for intimate partner violence IPV that includes substance misuse, child maltreatment, poverty, exposure to violence in childhood by perpetrator and prevalence of mental health issues. It is vital we understand these factors to help protect our young children and women exposure to domestic violence.
The data presented here is based on a narrative evaluation guided by experts of more than twenty publications, including journal articles, books, and research papers, which discuss domestic violence, its links to socioeconomic deprivation, while outlining the key factors that may have a negative impact on children growing around violence. Based on bibliographic data, the sources of the material cited in this study focuses on research reporting on database searches, citation monitoring, and expert review evidence from the UK and, when appropriate, evidence from other countries.
Method
This study “The factors and impact of domestic abuse on young children” is focused on the factors of DV, the research was mainly resourced from google scholar and UWTSD library shown in Figure 1 below, the flow chart which states with the main search a total of 2,330,000 articles, after screening it down to using keywords 500 was identified, including the grey literature which included charities, Women Aid, NSPC and Gov.uk which google search was used. Twenty systematic literature reviews will be included which is qualitative material.





















Methodology
[bookmark: _Hlk119400631]The factors and impact of domestic Abuse on young children and women.
Search term > the impact domestic violence OR abuse on children UK OR United Kingdom                                                                           
               Literature review flow chart.
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figure 1Including in the literature review 
20

	Author
	Year
	Sample
	Qualitative
Quantitative
	Strength
	Weakness

	Wolfe et al.,
	2003
	41
	Quantitative
and
Qualitative
	Study used in meta-analysis
	Small sample figure cross sectional.

	 Kernsmith, p
	2006
	59
	Qualitative and Quantitative
	Identifies the history of violence in childhood
	Small sample figure Cross sectional

	Holt, Buckley, and Whelan
	2008
	N/A
	Qualitative
	Longitudinal study
11year framework.
	Could have added statistics

	[bookmark: _Hlk119499207]Fahmy and Williamson
	2018
	80
	Qualitative
	It identifies the link between poverty and domestic violence. Addresses the gender perspective
	Study is only basis on eighty reviews. Cross sectional.

	[bookmark: _Hlk119503053]P. Bywaters, L. Bunting, G. Davidson, J. Hanratty, W. Mason C. McCartan and N. Steils
	2016
	N/A
	Qualitative
	Looks into two key aspects of relationship between poverty and child abuse. Longitudinal studies
	The first question was cross sectional studies.

	Gautam Gulati, Brendan D. Kelly
	2020
	N/A
	Qualitative
	This report highlights the effects of covid nineteen and had on domestic violence, also into the links into mental health.
	Statistics was not identified on the impact Covid 19 had on domestic violence. The report was only based on women only.

	Rauhas, Sibila and Johnson
	2020
	Six hundred programs
	Qualitative

	Highlights the factors of inequalities with men and women
	Report basis on region counties which feminist research could be broader.

	Callaghan et al.
	2015
	Twenty children interviewed
	Qualitative

	Outlines the important of children being seen as victims as well as the person being abused by perpetrator.
	Small sample figure cross-sectional 



	Hester, M.
	2013
	N/A
	Qualitative
	Over 6-year period to identify the issues of gender in domestic violence.
	Cross -sectional study

	Gregory and williamson
	2021
	18
	Qualitative
	research outlines the impact covid nineteen had on DA female survivors without the support of friends and families
	Cross-sectional study


	[bookmark: _Hlk119505704]Sidebotham, Heron, and Golding
	2002
	N/A
	Qualitative
	Longitudinal studies of risk factors on parents and children 
	No child was directly involved as an active participant.

	[bookmark: _Hlk119524147]Humphreys and Thiara
	2003
	180
	Qualitative
	Direct speak with women’s own stories
	This study is based on women only experiences.

	Griffing et al.
	2006
	111
	Qualitative
	Focusing on the links on PTSD in domestic violence.
	Cross-sectional study on adult females suffered from domestic violence.

	Fischbach and Herbert
	1997
	N/A
	Qualitative
	Outlines gender-based violence 
	Lack of evidence to back up theories 

	Humphrey, C
	2005
	48 key information
	Qualitative
	Research was based on the victim used of substance as well as perpetrators of the violence and domestic violence
	Not enough evidence is to support the theory. Cross-sectional study



					


	[bookmark: _Hlk119617219]Radcliffe et al.,
	2019
	28
	Qualitative
	Using all genders and same relationships.
	Lack of diversity in study.

	[bookmark: _Hlk119629150]Radford et al.,
	2013
	N/A
	Qualitative
	Used method of likelihood of experience
	Sample has less male 

	Najavits et al.,
	2004
	58 women
	Qualitative
	Rigorously diagnosed sample
	Cross-sectional study

	[bookmark: _Hlk119630869]Holt, A.
	2016
	N/A
	Qualitative 
	outlining the impact of domestic violence on adolescent being the abuser 
	More research needed

	Hamby et al.,
	2010
	
	
	
	


















Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk119489778][bookmark: _Hlk119593290]This literature review identified six themes as part of the thematic analysis. It can be determined after a careful examination, it will conclude that six separate, yet inter-related domains are identified that contributes to domestic violence. Six driving factors that can lead to domestic violence: (1) exposure to violence in childhood by the perpetrator, (2) poverty, (3) prevalence of mental health issues (4) substance abuse and addictions.
Theme 1: Exposure to violence in childhood by perpetrator 
According to Wolfe et al. (2003), Kernsmith (2006) and Holt, Buckley, and Whelan, (2008). They conducted research on impact of childhood of domestic violence within home setting and communities. Which plays a significant impact on children’s lives. Their finding suggests that exposure to domestic violence in childhood may have substantial influence on children and may even lead to children being involved in violence as adults. 
Kernsmith, (2006) discusses the challenges of different theories. One theory is that children and teenagers learn from their environment. Children believe and learn patterns of behaviour from family interactions. Meaning they learn that violence is okay but also the precise abusive technique that may be used to manipulate a relationship. Also, how they can manage conflictions or resolving problems with violence seen as the normal way.
Holt, Buckley, and Whelan, (2008) analysed, children, and teenagers who exposure to domestic violence is more likely to be subjected to emotional, physical, and sexual abuse, experience behavioural and emotional issues, and to be exposed to more difficulties in their lives.
Wolfe et al, (2003) This study used psychopathology framework to examine exposure to domestic violence on children. Considering how children adapt to harsh events and surrounds of indirect and direct forms of violence. Further assumption that exposure to domestic violence affects children’s development and emotional needs which can develop insecurities in close relationships throughout adulthood.
Radford et al., (2013) talks around childhood abuse from a parent or caregiver, which can increase the risk of being exposure to domestic violence. The finding suggests that domestic violence can impact children in later adulthood.
Holt, A. (2016) This paper reviews the domestic violence between adolescent to a parent (APA), while understanding it a form of abuse which can consider how problem fit into family conflict and gender -based violence.
[bookmark: _Hlk119516907]Conclusion
The similarities between the authors, are they share the view that exposure to violence effects childhood experiences. It can determine that exposure to violence has an impact on children growing up into adults. By learnt behaviours within the family home and influences around growing up. These can change what is acceptable and how individuals learn to manage their emotions in challenging situations. Even though they all agree exposure to violence has a negative outcome on children growing into adulthood, more research is needed to determine the effectively of relevant contextual factors. 
Theme 2: Poverty 
This section investigates whether poverty can cause domestic violence. Due to the factors of low levels of income, education, single parents and social environment could play a role into domestic abuse.
[bookmark: _Hlk119521115]Fahmy and Williamson, (2018) found that links between gender, poverty and DVA is a concern that assumption around share household income. which put the women at risk of financial abuse, which in turn prevent victims leaving abusers. 
Studies suggested that financial stress, as well as social and material hardship, may undoubtedly have powerful adverse consequences for relationships. 
[bookmark: _Hlk119521366][bookmark: _Hlk119521475]P. Bywaters, L. Bunting, G. Davidson, J. Hanratty, W. Mason C. McCartan and N. Steils, (2016) investigates two central issues that gather evidence that asked what extend does poverty increases the amount of child abuse and neglect? While there is evidence that suggest poverty is an interlocking factor which can cause domestic abuse with other contributory factors.
According to the largest review of the costs of child poverty in the UK, two-thirds of expenses are related to poverty, also may be a factor in children's social services. This would currently equal to about £5 billion a year.
Sidebotham, Heron, and Golding (2002), this study focus on how risk factors on child maltreatment and how it effects parenthood. The evidence suggests that even though poverty is a factor to child abuse it is understanding the various aspects of poverty. Even though this study mainly focusses on the abuse of children, which poverty may affect how abuse can occur through the stresses of poverty. This can also have effects on parenthood.
Conclusion
After reviewing these three studies it can concluded that poverty plays a part into domestic abuse. Poverty keeps women imprisoned in their violent circumstances when there is no escape (Groves, Kagee, Maman, Moodley, & Rouse, 2012; Twala, 2004). Due to factors of low-income families this can have negative influence on parenting due to stresses of keeping a household together which in turn will hugely impact children in the family home. P. Bywaters, L. Bunting, G. Davidson, J. Hanratty, W. Mason C. McCartan and N. Steils (2016), back up this by stating that poverty increases the amount of child abuse and neglect. It is now well established from variety of studies that women and children find it hard to leave abused relationship due to poverty factors, P. Bywaters, L. Bunting, G. Davidson, J. Hanratty, W. Mason C. McCartan and N. Steils (2016), research show that other contributory factors are also included.
Theme 3: Prevalence of mental health issues 
Mental health is a big issue on its own with more people suffering from mental health disorders, the most common disorder in females aged 16 or over was 22.5% showed symptoms of anxiety or depression and 30-60% of women with mental health issues have experienced domestic violence (www.mentalhealth.org.uk, n.d.). 
 Mental health of children is significantly impacted by domestic violence exposure in poorer educational and higher rates of mental health issues are strongly correlated (www.mentalhealth.org.uk, n.d.).
Humphreys and Thiara (2003) research into direct experience from women who has been victims of domestic violence and experiences some sort of mental health issues. It can be determined that women felt that their experience of abuse was second to their mental health, due to professional offering medication rather than counselling support. 
This article outlines the lack of understanding into the two separate factors, which are domestic violence and mental health, not understanding that domestic abuse is an ongoing factor that can lead to mental health issues due to past and current traumas. It has also been documented that there are overlaps between childhood and adulthood violence.
Griffing et al. (2006) discusses interrelationships between childhood abuse, exposure to domestic violence and posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD). In these samples of DV survivors, PTSD estimates range from 31% to 84% (Jones et al., 2000). While there is not much evidence on the links to domestic violence and PTSD the study did outline that they were a high correlation between childhood physical and sexual abuse and exposure to maternal domestic violence, and the likelihood of lifelong exposure to violence was a predictor of PTSD symptoms. 
[bookmark: _Hlk119567022]Fischbach and Herbert (1997) starts discussion on gender-based violence and how it impacts women life’s not just at home but on the streets as well as in the workplace, which in turn affects women’s health and wellbeing. The article then pinpoints the effects of domestic violence has on women’s mental health cording to diverse cultures. Fischbach and Herbert (1997) concludes the links between different forms of mental illness and that of domestic violence is high especially from low-income families. Also strongly talks how women who have been victims of DV, have symptoms psychiatric disorders, for example depression and post-traumatic stress disorder are most common in women with D.V. This article also refers to the failures to accurately diagnose and treat disorders from domestic violence which could lead to iatrogenic damage. 
[bookmark: _Hlk119625948]Conclusion 
There are similarities between the authors and research papers, which suggested that there is a direct link between domestic violence and mental health, however it seems to be not identified by supporting  professionals, they are not  recognising the link between women’s mental health and the underlining  issues of domestic violence or past traumas that may have contributed to their medical disorder.


Theme 4: Substance abuse and addictions 
It is well documented that substance abuse is a common factor to high rates of domestic violence, which involves high volumes of alcohol and another drug (Verywell Mind, n.d.). Which is known to impair judgment and increase aggression. These factors can create stressful, more vulnerable environment which could relate to higher risk for domestic violence.
Humphrey, C (2003) Talks about the awareness between professional agencies recognising the effects of substance use, between both the victims and the perpetrators are separated factors to domestic violence. The need for multi-agencies to work together for more information and understanding of both the substance user and domestic violence victim, the need for more collaboration partnerships between both services to support victims of domestic violence and in substance user or perpetrator, to help families have a more holistic approach.
Radcliffe et al., (2019), This was a qualitative study in which involves 28 participants of both genders in relationships, of their experiences of  substance use and how this plays a role into the impact of their relationships and also been involved in any form of domestic violence to see if they is a collaboration between the two. There is not enough evidence from this study to suggest that drug and alcohol causes domestic violence, however it is a factor that can be used by the perpetrator to use it reason of blame.
Najavits et al (2004), The research explored domestic violence on 58 women with current PTSD and SD. According to the study, the research discovered a link between women’s substance use in the previous month and the prevalence of unhealthy partner and self-relationship behaviours. However, research was unable to determine which occurrences truly took place while either person was intoxicated. 

Conclusion
While all three authors can conclude that there are direct links between domestic violence and substance use, there is not enough evidence-based studies to back up these theories, however more information sharing between the two services is paramount to establish and understand the factors which seem to overlap
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