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Activity – DOES CRIME NEED TO EVOLVE?

To explore further the idea that different types of offending might require different types of explanation, consider the two case studies below. For each of them, think about the information provided and how we might use it to explain the events – linked to the very broad ideas that we have already noted. Of course, you are only basing this on the limited information given to you here, so it is not a robust process, but the point is that you can begin to start matching different crime events to different types of explanation.

Case study one: Tia Bradbury
Adapted from Stoke Sentinel, 29 August 2021 (www.stokesentinel.co.uk/news/stoke-on-trent-news/drug-addict-burgled-home-guest-5822952)
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Face of monkey dust addict and burglar, 21, ‘on downward spiral for seven years’
Tia Bradbury was jailed at Stoke-on-Trent Crown Court after Tunstall crime spree
Drug addict Tia Bradbury has been jailed after she burgled properties to fund her addiction.

The 21-year-old tried to break into a community hub in Tunstall before burgling a property in Henry Street in the town with her co-accused, 49-year-old Michael McGuinness.

And two days later, she burgled a guest house in Roundwell Street and stole the owner’s purse.
Bradbury also burgled Asda, in Tunstall, and made off with goods worth £108. Her offending placed her in breach of a suspended sentence.
Prosecutor Clare Thomas said Bradbury attempted to force entry to the community hub on the morning of May 27. She damaged a door in the process. Soon after, both defendants burgled a multiple occupancy dwelling in Gibson House, Henry Street, Tunstall. They went into the communal area and stole a flat screen television. A police officer identified both defendants from CCTV.
Two days later, on May 29, Victoria Guest House in Roundwell Street, Tunstall, reported a sneak-in burglary. Bradbury, of no fixed address, pleaded guilty to three burglaries, attempted burglary and fraud. The offending placed her in breach of a suspended sentence.
McGuinness, of Jacqueline Street, Tunstall, who has 33 previous convictions for 137 offences, pleaded guilty to burglary and fraud.
Hunter Gray, representing Bradbury, said her drug addiction started when she was aged 14. He told the court: ‘It got out of control and she alienated her family in the process. She has been in a downward spiral for the last seven years. She was addicted to heroin and monkey dust [a banned psychoactive drug].
‘She is now clean from drugs. She appreciates how serious her offending is. She needs help.’ Judge David Fletcher made Bradbury the subject of a five-year criminal behaviour order (CBO).
As part of his community order McGuinness must complete a rehabilitation activity requirement for 25 days, a thinking skills programme and 100 hours’ unpaid work.












Case study two: Damien Simmons
Adapted from Amar Mehta, SkyNews, 31 August 2021 (https://news.sky.com/story/damien-simmons-man-convicted-of-murder-after-pouring-petrol-on-his-former-partner-and-setting-her-on-fire-in-her-bedroom-12396207)
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Damien Simmons: Man convicted of murder after pouring petrol on his former partner and setting her on fire in her bedroom
Damien Simmons, 45, had carried out covert surveillance on Denise Keane-Simmons, 36, before he set her on fire at her home in Brent, northwest London, on 16 April 2020.

He had previously tried to prevent her from seeing friends, and she had found a camera in a lightbulb in her bedroom, planted by the defendant to spy on her.

On the night of the killing, Simmons was captured on CCTV buying five and a half litres of petrol from a nearby station and later pouring petrol through her letterbox and smashing a window to get inside.
Just hours before, Simmons posted an intimate picture of the teaching assistant on social media and he sent her a WhatsApp voice message, which said: ‘I hope you suffer and die just like how I suffer and die before I go. I really hope you suffer and die.’
The defendant denied murder, claiming he had not intended to harm Mrs Keane-Simmons but she died accidentally when he was trying to kill himself in front of her.
But Simmons was convicted at the Old Bailey on Tuesday of murder and arson with intent to endanger life, according to the Metropolitan Police.
After the verdict, Detective Chief Inspector Neil John said: ‘My thoughts remain with Denise’s family and friends and I hope today’s outcome can offer them some degree of comfort, knowing that her killer has been brought to justice.
‘The actions of Damien Simmons that night were calculated, and the jury has come to the conclusion that he set out that night not to kill himself, as he claimed, but to kill Denise.
‘His actions were both selfish and reckless. He cruelly took away Denise’s future and could have easily caused serious harm to the other woman inside the property and adjoining households.’
On 15 April, Simmons posted an intimate picture of Mrs Keane-Simmons on Instagram, along with her maiden name, job and the school she worked at.
He also emailed her saying he had put images of her on a porn website.
Police attended her home after she reported the threatening messages and in a statement, she said: ‘I feel anxious about leaving my house as his behaviour is so unpredictable and just want to live my life without that worry of Damien.’
Officer left 40 minutes before the house was set on fire. Mrs Keane-Simmons was found on her bedroom floor with extensive burns and smoke inhalation and was pronounced dead in hospital. A consultant plastic surgeon specialising in burn injuries found the pattern of burns on her body suggested petrol had been poured over her head and upper body and set alight.








Discussion
Both case studies demonstrate the often-complex nature of crime in practice. Both examples centre on several possible factors and dynamics within any explanation of why those events unfolded as they did, and it is possible to recognise both acquisitive and expressive dynamics of offending: in Tia Bradbury’s case, acquisitive, and in the case of Damien Simmons expressive.

In the Tia Bradbury case, several important background factors are cited, with drug dependency in particular seeming to be important. In addition, the wider circumstances of her relationship and the lack of a fixed address suggest that her lifestyle was chaotic and, in some ways, her offending spiralled beyond her immediate ability to control and shape her own behaviours. The acquisitive offending was influenced by the social dynamics and circumstances of her life. However, whether she inherently has a heightened propensity to addiction (as some people do) is another possible point of exploration here.

In the case of Damien Simmons, the events were of course more sinister, given that his actions were violent and resulted in the death of his former partner. This was an extreme act of expressive offending. There is a sense of a calculating approach, with attention to planning, driven by a desire to get revenge on his victim. Yet clearly, the very actions raise questions about the state of Simmons’ mental health, and even sanity. The actions he is believed to have undertaken, such as pouring petrol over the head and upper body of his victim and setting it alight, are behaviours which cross over the limits of anger and frustration that most people have. Any explanation for his offending then must surely consider Simmons’ psychological state – whether that is something that is a product of his life experiences, or something more innate within him remains to be seen.
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