Professional Practice - Principles and Contexts of Work with Young People – Seminar Notes.

Slide 1 - Title 

Slide 2 – Introduction. 

Outline the history of the ‘Ragged School’ movement, with particular focus on the 1840s

 Examine how the policies & practice of the Victorian Era have shaped modern Youth Work

 Explore the similarities between the provision of the 19th Century to that of the 21st

Slide 3 – Timeline of Free Education. Refer to slide.

Slide 4 - Outline Ragged Schools with Dickens quote. Note similarity to 5 Pillars of Youth Work. Also note the presence of mixed genders in illustration – atypical of the time within standard educative settings.

Slide 5 – What led to the Ragged School movement? Refer to slide but note that it could be argued that the movement began in Portsmouth with John Pounds – a cobbler. The name, however, didn’t appear until 1840 within the London City Mission Annual Report.

Slide 6 – Unionisation and development. Refer to slide.

Slide 7 – Legacy. Though the Ragged Schools movement shared its religious origins with that of other free schools of the time, it differed in that the workers, primarily volunteers, recognised the need to work holistically – providing games and activities, (Pic 1.) food and clothing, and vocational training (Pic.2) not found in traditional educative settings.

Following the Education Act of 1870 the Ragged Schools were soon absorbed into the newly established Board Schools and adapted to follow the standardised curriculum. Their approach, however, was not lost entirely – Dr Thomas Barnardo took what he had learned through his work with the movement into his future charitable establishments.

Slide 8 – Refer to slide. Additionally, mention Laura M. Mair’s exploration into the importance of relationship building in the movement – YP stating that the tutor was ‘my only friend in the world.’ 

Slide 9 – Questions

Slide 10 – References
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