	
	
	



This essay will explore different theorists who have worked on literacy and oracy skills which are a critical part of learning and how they link with cognitive learning. Looking at theorists such as Chomsky, Vygotsky and Brunner. This essay will also look at policies which have been influenced by these theorists and how this has changed the way school systems support literacy and oracy within schools.  
Literacy “originates from the Latin word litera, meaning "letter of the alphabet." (Etymology, 2025) the written letters form words, to which must be read and understood. Oracy, “being able to communicate” (Doherty, 2023, p5) is the fluency of the spoken language as well as being grammatically correct.  Both are entwined to create the world of language. The spoken language is critical to cognitive development as well as social and emotional wellbeing, such as when a child learns how to share, or take-turns, not to mention academic success. Within school, the focus of progression is looking into how literacy is used across the school. The English department have designed questioning techniques that can be used in every department. This makes the learner think about the words they will use and helps with understanding the text that has been read (School A, 2025). 
Chomsky’s theory of language acquisition (1957) refers to language being preprogrammed into the brain, that language will grow and develop like physical development of the body. Of course, social, emotional and environmental factors will change the meaning of some words and suggest the tone and accent. However, language and the structure of language are preprogrammed (Bates, 2019, p210). The idea is fantastic, but it does not work for everyone, for example pupils who have autism.  
“Grasping the semantics and pragmatics of language can be particularly challenging. These aspects of communication often rely on abstract and inferential thinking, areas where autistic individuals might struggle.” (Avelar, 2024).  
This would mean, those with autism, especially non-verbal, will struggle with any form of communication, not just literacy and oracy skills. Those pupils with hyperverbal autism still struggle with communication (Kelter, 2019). They will not understand gestures, facial expressions or body language. Some of which can be key to understanding what a person means when they say something, such as a joke. They will also struggle in conversations if it is not their chosen subject.  Younger children may rely on a more visual way of communicating rather than oracy (NAS, 2025). This suggests that Chomsky's idea of ‘hard wiring’ language is not a universal truth. 
Within this school, those who struggle with language skills have support through a speech and language teaching assistant in Learning Support. This happens within the setting through small intervention groups to ensure those who struggle with words, speaking and listening, will slowly learn these skills that Chomsky says come naturally, using Brunner’s spiral learning technique.  
Brunner’s social learning theory (1947) suggests how a child will develop new skills by learning from others.  
“Bruner’s research revealed the critical role that language plays in shaping our thoughts and understanding of the world. This insight has been instrumental in helping educators develop more effective strategies for teaching language and communication skills to students” (Main, 2023).  
For example, a child builds on knowledge learned from their culture and social surroundings; by teaching the basics of subject and building on that prior knowledge, such as describing something like a dog, a pupil with lower language skills, may say it barks. The teacher will then help build on this knowledge by helping them think of other ways to describe the dog, such as colour, ears, tail length and describing the type of fur it has. This is done using the scaffolding technique. “Scaffolding enables learners to achieve tasks beyond their unassisted abilities, promoting cognitive development and independence” (Early Years, 2024). Building up the knowledge slowly until the pupil can describe the animal without needing a check list.  Using this technique to support the pupil will not only support oracy and literacy skills, but those critical social and emotional skills too. 
Vygotsky theory, (1924), “revolutionized our understanding of cognitive development by emphasizing the crucial role of social interaction and cultural influences in shaping a child’s mind” (Figueiro & Law 2024). This suggests that children's language skills are a key part of cognitive development. They work hand in hand with a young child as they learn from their knowledgeable other. Oracy is a key part of development in a young child, which is demonstrated within the video presentation, where interaction takes place to engage the learner, with a topic that is popular with all.  
All three theories are different from each other but can be linked together, working in a way that changes the way schools support children with oracy and literacy. The Donaldsons report (2015), ensures that oracy and literacy are taught as the six key stages of curriculum. Thus, using the teacher as the knowledgeable other, ensuring that scaffolding is put in place to help support pupils who are struggling with language as well as using the spiral curriculum to teach; using keywords to check understanding and fluency. Donaldson suggests literacy should be taught cross-curriculum. The local school's policy incorporates this. For example, “Our aim is to develop learners who use language with confidence, both independently and collaboratively, and in a range of contexts and roles” (School A, 2025), here every subject area will question literacy skills in a similar way. Looking at the subject prior knowledge, questioning during teaching, and again afterwards enables the teacher to see how far that knowledge has stretched. For those who need support are encouraged through scaffolding techniques and the power of suggestive questioning, to keep them engaged, as well as increase the knowledge of the subject through oral fluency (Hwb, 2025). 
The Oracy Gap as stated by Collins, (2021) demonstrates that, “pupils receiving free school meals are 1.6 times more likely to be below the language expectations at age 5.” It also states that, “the oracy gap between the highest and the lowest is 19 months”. Just over a year and a half difference by the age of five is a significant difference when it comes to language development. This shows the struggle with communication, social difficulties as well as the basic understanding of the class teacher. There are other barriers linked to poverty and poor literacy skills. Other issues that can affect this are the home environment, poverty, culture or trauma. These can lead to other difficulties later in life as pupils are unable to express feelings or emotions, due to the lack of core language skills. These are the same barriers faced by pupils within the video.  
In conclusion, having a good literacy policy within a school which is followed by all class teachers encourages pupils to embrace their language skills. Working together to ensure a pupil has support with the key literacy or oracy skills needed, not just academically but for lifelong learning. 
This reflection is based on a five-minute video presentation with a small nurture group in year seven. The presentation was to include an introduction to the class, explaining the task to complete after I had read a book to them. This reflection shall be delivered using the Gibbs Reflective Cycle (1988). 
On the 2nd of April 2025, with a year seven nurture class consisting of nine pupils and two teaching assistants, I delivered my article on “The History of Ice Cream” (Twinkl, 2025). One of the teaching assistants filmed the video for me, while the other one sat at the back with a pupil who was rather upset, as she only wanted to write, not listen to me reading. She would rather read herself and do the work. The pupils were sitting in their seating plan and were engaged. Even the pupil who was upset at the start got excited about the article and was listening during the video presentation, even if she did not say anything. The pupils listened and interacted with me in the video. 
My feelings on this assignment were that it was the ‘assignment from hell’. Due to having Dyslexia, one of the things I really struggle with is reading out loud. I read much slower than most, and similar to others with dyslexia, I have to sound out some words to read them, or skip words completely, and change the sentence into a form that makes more sense to me (Cassidy, 2024). This is partly the reason I chose to read an article, instead of a book, as I can learn the words of this article. I found the concept of ‘growth mindset’ of great value here as Dweck (2022) states, “A growth mindset can lead students on to more challenges” which is what I did, as much as I hate reading, it is a big part of becoming a teacher. I need to be able to do this. I felt that the video went well, once my camera lady had worked out where she wanted to film from. That took 15 minutes to work out where to stand, then with the fuss of the camera, I almost did not go through with it. Looking back, I am pleased I got to do this video with this class, it worked well, and the stress paid off. I am so relieved it is over. 
There were good and bad points about this video, the worst one was, the pupils found out it was about ice cream just before, so we did not get that very excited reaction on camera I was hoping for. I do feel that looking at the etymology of the article really helped with this class. The oracy “being able to communicate” (Doherty, 2023, p5) is critical with a nurture class like this one.  Having an article that every child, and adult in the room could engage in, really helped ensure I was the ‘knowledgeable other’ (Abtahi, 2017) in the room. I did this by “understanding of cognitive development by emphasizing the crucial role of social interaction and cultural influences in shaping a child’s mind.” (Figueiro & Law, 2024). Ensuring I had everyone's attention, focus, and thirst for knowledge activated by the thought of eating ice cream, excited the class. They wanted to know more. In hindsight, I should have made the fact file on ice cream a little clearer, for example, one pupil struggled to find out when her favorite ice cream was invented. We worked out where it came from but there was no clear timeline on when Mango ice cream was invented. She was insistent it was not a sorbet. This then led to a discussion on the information we had found, which incorporates the school's core values and literacy policy: discussion, interaction and encouraging literacy and oracy skills to help improve the learner (School A, 2024).  
In conclusion, I have learnt not to over think things, I know I probably still will thanks to ADHD (Russel, 2024). I was so stressed and anxious about this assignment it took over everything. I think it would have been a more positive experience all round if the clip about ice cream had not come up on the board when the teaching assistant was looking for the best camera angle. This is something that should have been thought of beforehand. Perhaps, I should have rehearsed how I wanted it to look, almost speech like, however I feel that if I did not get the response I was looking for from the rehearsal, then it would throw me off task. I had memorised most of the article, so that worked well. I should have had an extra copy of the article, for the pupil, who did not want to listen and just read. She could follow along once I had started reading. I am sure she would pick me up on any reading errors I had made too. 
So, if I did this again, I would be more prepared with where the camera would be. Also, ensuring that nothing came up on the screen beforehand and ruined the surprise. Also, providing handouts of the article for the keen to read learners in the class, so they could follow along as went along, only handing them out as I start to read. I also need to look at my timing, the video should have been 5 minutes long and I timed it at 6 minutes and four seconds. Just a little overtime there, a bit more than the allowed ten percent. Another thing I would do is practice reading out loud, not try and learn what the article says, but rather learn the flow of reading to make sure what I read makes sense and in a more flowing manner. I know this is due to dyslexia, but I work hard not to let it define me. I will not let it get to me like this again or at least try not to. 
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