Blog:
There was a lot of very interesting discussion today, looking at challenges to the gender norms of the time. I’m not normally fussed by gender, I find myself in the interesting position of being female, with a few female personality traits and more male response to emotions, I did find the 3 different representations of males in Herland intriguing though, especially how Terry, a ‘typical’ male being shown as negative. Though that may be my female side coming through, Terry is a man trapped in his views, and this becomes a burden the longer he stays.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As for my developing thoughts on utopias not really existing and merely being a façade behind which dystopia hides, I feel the idea of a sealed community fits here, being unattainable in an aggressive way. These types of ‘utopia’ always seem to hold an outward suspicion for things that are other, people and views that do not fit with the strict and set rules they use to maintain their perfect order. The fear of contamination is one thing that leads the utopia down a the road to controlling dystopia, for the best way to maintain the perfection is to observe everything, and tighten the grip of control it already has on its people but in slowly more obvious ways. 
