	Cultural Hybridity

	Hybridisation: construction of new identities and new social practices in a contact zone. It draws upon a mix of cultural similarities and differences:
· Changes in material culture in particular evident in mixed iconography
· Social practice involving active social agents: we might expect to see adoption of new objects (e.g. pottery, tools, dress ornament etc.) but used in very different ways.

	Middle Ground: Interaction between two different cultural groups creates new social structures and practices.
· Mutually beneficial social interaction
· Development of a new and mutually understood system of values
· Neither group has cultural ascendancy
· Both groups learn from each other and share goods, ideas, ideals etc.

	Shared Cultural Milieu (Gosden 2003)
Gosden uses this concept to rethink “colonisation” against a background of shared cultural values. He uses it to examine interaction between elites from different cultural backgrounds. 
· Shared cultural milieu explains the spread of culture over a geographic area, where there is no evidence for military interaction or control
· Neither group can claim political dominance or cultural ascendancy
· Results in the spread of mutually understood norms of behaviour, shared ideals, practices and material culture.

	Glocalisation (cf. Maran 2011)
A culture adopts and transforms external influences by merging them with existing values/practices
Translation:
· Foreign practices, objects, ideas made accessible
· Value depends on their integration into social practices
Social Imaginary:
· Negotiation of value and meaning linked to how people perceive the world
· How they choose to attach significance to the exotic
· Objects are what they become



