Deconstructing' research projects exercise
Richard Ingate

The first text I considered was, Janet E Burton, 'Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida,' [footnoteRef:1] [1: Janet E Burton, 'Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida,' Welsh History Review/Cylchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 29/3 (2019): 377–407.] 

The context is an examination of a ten year period during which a Cistercian monastery in Wales experienced surprising difficulties and is an article within a wider project, The sacred landscapes of medieval monasteries: an interdisciplinary study of meaning embedded in space’ [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Burton Op. cit., p5] 

I found it difficult to assess use of primary sources and possible archive use as there was no list of works cited and abbreviations were unexplained. Similarly I could not identify online sources that might have been used as there was no citation giving any date of access.
Having said that the author states she used several primary sources, namely the General Chapter of the Cistercian Order, legal documents such as petitions to the English crown and their responses, government registers and episcopal registers[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Burton Op.cit., p3] 

The overall project seems quite wide ranging,
	“It is clear from medieval literature and church dogma, however, that the created world was regarded as a reflection of the human relationship with the divine. This project seeks to identify appropriate data and to develop methodologies which will reveal how the makers of individual monasteries, including the orders themselves, their patrons, artists and their wider communities, designed these institutions into the fabric of the world around them and how the world itself was adjusted physically to reflect the metaphysical.”[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  UK Research & Innovation, ‘The sacred landscapes of medieval monasteries: an inter-disciplinary study of meaning embedded in space and production’, 8 July 2025 < https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FR005842%2F1#/tabOverview [accessed 10 October 2025]] 

Perhaps the history of conflict at the monastery did not present the most ideal reflection of ‘the human relationship with the divine’. This occurrence of conflict and violence between monks may have been part of the motivation for the study and gives an unexpected (to me) perspective on the life of the monastery. Reading the article made me aware of my own biases, in this case expecting monastics to be more engaged in the spiritual. In contrast the focus in this article is on the order as part of the wider social and political establishment.
The use of the primary sources mentioned above seems an appropriate way of charting the course of events. It was not until after I had read the second article which is about the very comprehensive annals of Dunstable Priory that I wondered if there was any similar document in the Cistercian monasteries concerned here and whether this kind of text would shed additional light on the matter.
The second text I read was, Harriett R Webster, 'The Annals of Dunstable Priory: From Living Memory to Written Record in a Thirteenth-Century Textual Community,' Journal of Medieval Monastic Studies 9 (2020): 47—173.
The citations for this were very clear and five primary sources are listed[footnoteRef:5]. Again, the citation of the British Library as the archive used for some of the work is clearly given on the same page. There are no online sources listed. [5:  Harriet R Webster, ‘The Annals of Dunstable Priory’ From Living Memory to Written Record in a Thirteenth-Century Textual Community,172 (2020)] 

The author makes explicit their hope that the study of such, ‘annals such as this could be the basis for new forms of microhistorical research…to understand the complex web of influences in medieval society’[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  Ibid.] 

The two texts were interestingly different. The first was an account of three instances of conflict and an interpretation of what that behaviour meant in the context of the monastery at Strata Florida and its place within the society and power groups of the time. If anything, it motivates me to look more closely at the Cistercian order in Wales to investigate what contemplative and spiritual practices were current whilst the contrastingly more worldly activities were in progress. 
The second article read to me that the writer was very interested in both the history of the place, but also how that study could become of methodological benefit to the study of history itself. One thing I have started to notice in my reading is that the study of history seems to include not only events and dates, as expected, but also a study of the historians and what they are bringing to their endeavours both personally and as products of their/our time.



(note: I tried to have a go at referencing, hopefully it is not too dire! I would appreciate at some point being pointed towards university guidelines on academic writing style. I have looked in the online library but without success.)
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