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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: What makes young people more susceptible to exploitation from County Lines gangs and how can this be combated? 
INTRODUCTION:

This topic is worthy of consideration as there is a clear issue of exploitation involving young people in the distribution and supply of drugs in the UK and these are often involved with what is called ‘County Lines’.

County Lines are sophisticated and organised forms of criminality, whereby the networks involved distribute drugs from one area of the UK to others. These types of gangs use mobile phone lines and often use children to distribute the drugs into the areas. This places the young people at risk, as the criminals controlling these lines will use several tactics to encourage and force the young people to distribute the drugs for them, which can involve violence and intimidation tactics (National Crime Agency, 2018).

The common age of young people involved in county lines is usually aged between 15 and 16 and the recruitment to these gangs can often occur in school’s and streets in deprived areas. There is often high reward promised to the young people involved, who are often from deprived areas, and they are offered reward in the promise of high financial earnings and materialistic possessions (Safeguarding Hub, 2023)

Following being recruited to County Lines’ networks, young people are now placed at a high risk of violence from other gangs, who wish to steal the drugs from them and will often use violence to do this. Also, if the drugs are taken by another gang or intercepted by Police then this could mean that the young person is then responsible for the loss, and they are then forced to commit further offences on behalf of the gang or risk serious harm (Safeguarding Hub, 2023).

It is justified to conduct this research, as this dissertation could give further insight to the risks and exploitation that County Lines poses to young people, and this could provide educational awareness to potential victims.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The three key areas being researched include:

1) What are county lines and how do these criminal gangs operate? 

2) How are young people recruited to gangs and what factors enable them to continue to participate in this type of criminality?

3) What is currently being done to prevent exploitation and what are agencies such as the Police doing about this?

The steps taken to answer the objectives will be:

Conduct research into available literature concerning young people being exploited by ‘County Lines’ gangs. 

Primary research will be conducted in the form of surveys, which will be disseminated to police colleagues, friends, family, and through social media, with the intention of gaining a wide understanding on people’s perception of County Lines and the exploitation of young people and what makes them particularly susceptible to this. 

To obtain both primary and secondary information for review and analysation, concluding on this and making recommendations for future research.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There are numerous sources of research able to be utilised, which will highlight how young individuals are susceptible to exploitation from County Lines gangs. According to the UK Government there are an estimated 27,000 young people involved in county lines activity (Children's Commissioner , 2021). Whilst these gangs operate all throughout the UK, they mainly originate from major cities and counties such as London, Merseyside, and the West Midlands. The lines offer a high financial reward if they are allowed to operate without interference and each line is estimated to make over £800,000 per year (Public Health England, 2021). There is also legislation in place, whereby the criminal gang members exploiting these young people can be prosecuted under the Modern Slavery Act 2015, which also further highlights the damage that this type of exploitation does to young people (Koch, et al., 2023). 

Windle et al (2020), highlights the lack of literature available on the lived experiences of young people and county lines. This article also illustrates the lack of comprehension many young people have on exploitation, rather referring to themselves as resilient, refusing to be classed as vulnerable individuals. Robinson et al (2019), suggests that positive engagement with children and young people is crucial in reducing harm to vulnerable individuals. 

In 2019, the UK governments Home Office launched the County Lines Programme which provides guidance on how to recognise and respond to worries regarding county lines. Major guidance has also been published by the Ministry of Justice for frontline practitioners, such as police officers, teachers, and healthcare workers, on the importance of education and recognition of county lines and their exploitation on young individuals (Ministry of Justice, 2019).  

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

There will be multiple methods of research used for this dissertation, the main ones being questionnaires/surveys and research of current literature. Primary sources such as questionnaires will allow the researcher to be concise with the questions, requesting only information that they specifically need to know. It will also allow for the use of both open and closed questions. Secondary sources such as journals will allow the researcher to compile evidence on the current literature available and detect any gaps. It will also allow use of both quantitative and qualitative methods. Both methods have their pros and cons so combining the two will provide a much broader understanding of the information the researcher seeks. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The researcher intends to ask a wide range of individuals to participate. This will include colleagues, friends, and family. Th researcher also intends to gather the perspectives of the public, mainly via social media. This will be best for this research as it will provide information from a broad range of people from many different backgrounds, cultures, and even different fields of professions.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

All secondary sources will be properly cited and referenced. Participants in primary research will be asked for consent and will have the option to remain anonymous, as well as to withdraw at any time. All participants will be required to be ages 18 and over. 

	TIME SCALE:

Research has already been started for the literature review portion of the dissertation. All other work will be done in a timely manner in accordance with the planned submission timetable. 
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