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[bookmark: _Toc1616629181]The layers of Parliament

The United Kingdom parliament can be separated into four main areas, The crown, Legislature, Executive and judiciary, each having individual responsibilities however they all having to co-exist to provide stability and fairness in each sector.  

[bookmark: _Toc262089930]The Crown

The monarch traditionally personally controlled all legislations that effected their kingdom, however as communities evolved and became more demanding members partitioned on the behalf of the monarch. While the government as it stands today is independent from the crown, it still holds the power to prorogue government yearly or when needed and stands as a symbol of national unity, (Jones et al, 2007). The king should be impractical towards any political agenda by trusting the prime minister to represent the people who voted the government in. Although the Queen was very meticulous about keeping portraying her position of being neutral the King has however not always adhered to this questionably the infamous “Black Spider Memos”, (Booth, 2015).  While labelled the “Best informed lobbyist” he has refrained from publicly addressing his views his role within intuitions that lobby for climate change leaves the impression of the opposite. Taking this into account and the Labour government that is power it is questionable that he is using, and the government is using this for its benefit.  

[bookmark: _Toc537037983]Legislature

To create legislature there are two main groups that contribute to parliament, House of lords and the house of commons each collectively should represent citizens interests, where each have a role in democracy and setting boundaries for the executors, (Russell, 2016). While each is an important area, they each have their own reasonability's, when it comes to putting a bill forward, debating and passing laws. The house of commons consists of MP’s voted within the general electricians and typically debate on bills put forward by the executives, theoretically they should be the voice of the people within their constituencies. However, the House of Lords act on their own interests and beliefs, although they are made lifetime peers by the Prime Minister, (UK Parliament, 2021). Within the Lords there are also hereditary members all of which have passed down through their family peerages, a very old-fashioned tradition that under the Labour government in 1997 was challenged. The Bill was passed with the Weatherill amendment that ninety-two hereditary members remained, (House of Lords Act, 1999). In theory this should have made the House of Lords more democratic with a variety of members from all levels of society, while this is the case for some members life peerage can also be granted from the executive of the country. Unelected members such as these can be seen as biased view, as they can protect their interests, (Norton, 2021). Knowing that they would need members in the future to influence future bills granting party members lordships contributes to this, while there are members from all parties the majority are in the main parties of the United Kingdom. This imbalance can be argued from the view that hereditary members are from high classes and while they are educated know little of being a conventional member of society. 
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The executive consists of many groups of people the Prime Minister, the Cabinet and junior ministers collectively make up the government, (The Constitution Society, 2024). Once an election has passed most seats dictates the party and prime minister, at this point a formal ceremony with the crown asks the prime minister to form a government on his behalf. The prime minister will have full power to choose their cabinet members, these tend to be from their own party, to enhance their position, the roles of Minister of specific areas and Chancelor Exchequer even though the roles are not their subject areas of choice, (James, S, 2020). The executives of the country having this continuous control within parliament goes against the election system and what it stands for.
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The Judiciary system in the United Kingdom compromises of all Judges from magistrates, crown and over sees all civil and criminal cases. While Criminal law deals with crimes against the state, civil law deals issues between groups of people, (Learning Acadamy, 2020). Judicial independence works in conjunction with legislature and the executive to safeguard the publics rights guaranteeing a fair trial, (Studysmarter, 2024). While there is little influence from parliament with regards to sentencing convicted criminals, they must give a significantly reduced sentence for guilty plea, although if an appeal is won a new judge can overrule sentencing, (Courts and tribunals judiciary, 2024).  Although the process is beneficial to the purpose it was set out it can be a lengthy process, leading to lost information or evidence which could be a pivotal point to the case, (Bell, 2024), it also leaves room for corruption from external factors. Notably this is rare however an example of corruption within the court system is the case of Munir Patel in 2011, whereas an administrative member of a local court he lost paperwork for payment.


[bookmark: _Toc1973294072]The political parties of the United Kingdom

[bookmark: _Int_bZAmQSkm]The government consists of members of parliament each elected from within their constituency, each a representative of their party. Overall, there are 650 elective Members sitting within the house of commons. In the devolution of parliament in 1997 Wales and Scotland set up their own houses where they could pass Policys effected their own entities. Leading parties became known as Welsh Labour, Welsh Liberal Democrats, Welsh Green party and Welsh Conservatives, while Scotland has the same, they also have the Scottish Independence Party. For the purpose of this report the aim will be to look at the popular parties as whole entities. 
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The labour party first formed in the nineteenth century when voting included working-class citizens, gaining momentum they became enthralled in the expansion of industrialisation and union movement in the 1920’s creating their first government in 1924 under Ramsey McDonald, (Parliament, 2024). The party focuses to improve workers' rights, public ownership of key services and environmental sustainability, while maintaining a middle wing approach. Significantly the creation of the National health service in 1948 offering free services for all residents has made it famous worldwide, (International citizens insurance, 2024).  However, in recent years it's been highly publicised that the NHS is struggling not only with the increase of the age of mortality but also the impact of social, geographical and economic to name a few that effect citizen’s health, (Bhugra, 2023). As part of the Labour’s manifesto in 2024 they aim to tackle waiting lists, return diagnosis to being community driven with the return of the family doctor and not creating a quick fix but getting to the root of the problem, (Labour, 2024). In theory this is what the people want but with the currant prime Minister refusing to address the immigration problem, there is an obvious strain on these resources.
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As one of the most dominant parties in British politics also known as the Tory party, have always been in power at some of the most iconic periods in history, Winston Churchill played a part in World War two and later with Margert Thatcher. Renowned for creating policies that should have create economic and political balance such as the privatisation of state assets as seen in the Thatcher government, (Elhefnawy, 2021). While it created efficiency and took financial pressure off the government the effects especially recently with the energy companies' extortion of increasing prices has meant there is no policy to stabilise or control price hikes, (Albertson, et al, 2020), (Hudson, 2013). While the conservatives had a tenure of thirteen years up until the general election in 2024, David Cameron although against his own opinion, promised if re-elected he would hold a referendum for the people to vote to leave the European Union, unexpectedly he followed through where he miscalculated the result, (Dorey, 2021). Leaving the European Union should in theory have been independent for the United Kingdom, with many believing it would be difficult at first, but government could create new trade deals that were based on the best from the economy, however this is not the case. As part of leaving deals were struck with the EU with trade deals and the United Kingdom finds itself in no better position than it was previously, still constricted and governed just not officially, but by The European Union, (Khan, 2023). This suggests that as a country we are no better off than when we were part of system.    
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A relatively new political party that was formed from the Brexit party of 2018, once its purpose was fulfilled, they turned their focus towards creating policies away from the European Union proposing an independent country and fully rebranded in 2020, (Scwartz, 2022). Run by Nigel Farage who previously was part of UK Independence Party is represented as right wing whigs each having some very controversial policies that borderline on racism, (Amery, 2024). Research suggests that being a right winged populist party they have emphasised their policies on the enraged public opinions, this is seen as a direct attack on the Conservatives who had previously been in power for fourteen years, (Kampmark, 2024). 
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Formed in 1988 when the Liberal Party and the Social Democratic Party merged to combine social justice and economic efficiency. Although a very visible party they have not produced a Prime Minister since 1922, however they have formed a coalition with the Conservatives in 2008, (Liberal Democrats, 2024). This formation brought its own issues of two parties trying to create policy’s that didn’t go against their fixed ideology, the Liberal Democrats were publicly ridiculed for their failure to deliver a distinct agenda that they had promised, (Finn, 2020).  Considered in the top three political parties in the United Kingdom their lack of ability to win an election shows their manifestos never meet the publics collective preferences.




[bookmark: _Toc1030954877]Conclusion
The layers of parliament show the complexity of the structure of government, while theoretically they all stand for fairness, loyalty and economic stability it is easy to see how political lines can be crossed. While the Crown is a sign of unity and impartialness it plays a very little role in modern government. Although it is clear King Charles has a suppressed opinion as King a more involved role with communication between citizens and government could potentially bridge the gap while still maintain constitutional boundaries. The legislature ensures the representation of not only the constituency but functions by drawing expertise off members of the House of Lords. It is evident that the Lords themselves are not politically impartial and have very little experience as a “normal” citizen. The executive consisting of the prime minister and his cabinet hold a great deal of power with the ability to manipulate specific legislature and at times bypass the laws that are set out to protect such actions. Finally, the Judiciary serves the purpose of safeguarding for justice, human rights and public rights although it is not immune to forms of corruption and significant delays. Together there are many instances of success, however the focus on tradition often leaves any modernisation hindered.
The United Kingdom is moulded by the main political parties Labour, Conservatives, Reform and Liberal Democrats. The Labour party historically and presently focus on public services, worker rights and the National Health Service, however, are still unable to address the immigration problem cause by open borders. The Conservative party gas heavily been criticised for its privatisation of key services and its handling of Brexit along with the Liberal Democrats which has led to economic and social issues. Reform Uk although a young party has attracted popularity for its populist approach, although they are not within the executive of government, they still hold seats gaining momentum with their wished policies. Finally, the Liberal Democrats have held their position and apart from the coalition has never gained enough power suggest they need to re-evaluate the strategies. Together these parties bring many different views on legislation where if debated enough they could all contribute towards the best path forward.
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