



Introduction
“Learning is the process whereby knowledge is created through the transformation of experience” - (Kolb, 1984). For decades, learning has been the topic of discussion for many academics. Learning is what gives everyone the skills to do anything and everything. Learning is the backbone of society, and, in a changing society, changes to match it. Good example of this is technology, one of the primary features of this essay. 20th century learning is based nearly entirely on pen and paper learning, especially early 20th century, when computers didn’t exist. However, over the years, as technology has progressed, learning has changed to utilise the new technology.  Nowadays, digital technology, especially web 2.0 has become integrated into everyday 21st century learning. At first glance, it would seem that I am reliant on technology, and I would agree with this statement, in fact, I would argue that being technology is a very useful tool in this day and age, evidenced by analysing Individual and collaborative learning, digital literacy and Personal Learning Environments.

Individual and Collaborative Learning
Learning is often categorized into types, whether you sort them into 3(VAK), 4(VARK), 7(VVAPLSS) Individual and Collaborative Learning are the two best ways to divide learning. Learning with and from your peers and learning by yourself, all major types of learning can be categorized in these two columns. Many academics have praised and criticised these two forms of learning, and both sides of the argument will be analysed when comparing each. 
Individual learning
Individual learning is described as the process of somone learning on their own, without the input of peers, at their own rate, towards a goal they set themselves. Although a brief may have been given to a class, a student will go away and do the work themselves. Academics have praised independent learning, with Bill Meyer stating how independent learning has many benefits for students, primarily:
Benefits
1. “Improved academic performance,
2. Increased motivation and confidence,
3. Greater student awareness of their limitations and their ability to manage them.” – (Meyer, 2008)

Criticisms
1. You cannot learn from others,
2. Learning on your own produces a narrow-minded view of the subject in question. 
3. If you are stuck on something, as you are working alone, it is tricky to find help. 

Participative Learning 
Participative learning is described as learning together in a group of peers, working towards a common goal. Participative learning is primarily done in the classroom, either class or when divided into groups. There have also been many criticisms and praises for participative learning, as listed below:
Benefits
1. This form of learning can help others to understand the language of the chosen subject. Whereas alone, one does not talk, therefore does not practice the language of the subject.
2. Participative learning encourages talking amongst students, which, alongside benefitting from ideas, helps to develop social skills.
3. “Having a child explain something to you – they will gain confidence, an understanding of their own abilities, and they will also understand that other people have different strengths and abilities” – techwillsaveus.com 

Criticisms
1. Some members in group learning do not get their say if the groups are too large. Due to this, some people do not learn, thus rendering this learning module useless.
2. Group work does not appeal to everyone. They would rather work alone therefore do not want to participate.
3. Not everyone learns the same. And participative learning is centred primarily on how the teacher teaches it. This means that where some students may thrive and soak up the information, others may not and will struggle. 

With these two learning methods, people usually fit into one or the other. Participative learning or individual learning. Personally, there are advantages to both methods of learning. Each method not only stand as a complete opposite of the other, but rather compliments the other. There are many advantages in learning with others, such as benefiting from the knowledge of others, which can be used in individual learning. For example, in class, take the ideas of others, then at home you can work them into your own alongside your own.

Digital Literacy and the Personal Learning Environment

Digital Literacy
Digital Literacy is “A person’s ability to perform tasks effectively in a digital environment” Jacqui Murray (2006). Jones also gives examples of digital literacy, “such as the ability to read and interpret media and to reproduce data”.  Digital Literacy (DL) can be categorised into the following.
· Digital devices: such as laptops, iPads, Chromebooks etc.
· Student email: or another form of student-teacher correspondence.
· A blog site: such as Blogspot or google blogger.
· A digital class calendar: for due dates, activities and other events.
Whilst these forms of digital literacy are widely used and have a huge influence in todays society, a review of my own digital literacy shows how I primarily use digital devices such as laptops and smart phones, and social media, primarily LinkedIn and Twitter.

Social Media
“Social media are becoming the most important tools for interaction among people, where everybody can share, exchange, comment, discuss and create information and knowledge in a collaborative way.”- Betim Cico, (2014). Social media is where friends, family, co-workers and everyone else in between can communicate from far away. The main benefit to this is that you can work with others collaboratively from far away. Another benefit of social media is the demographic coverage is massive. You have connectivity across the globe. My use of social media centres around LinkedIn and Twitter. LinkedIn has been referred to as “Business Facebook,” and is far more useful as business have profiles, and people create their profile in the format of a CV, which helps to find profiles that I know will be helpful. On Twitter I follow business pages such as IDE and CNN as the important article they post benefit me more than liking a post on Facebook.


Digital Devices
Digital devices, such as laptops, computers, smart phones and iPads offer a high advantage when learning in days of web 2.0. These days, nearly every household has at least 1 digital device. Digital devices are useful these days due to the presence of web 2.0. Web 2.0 being the interactive web or “user-generated content”, such as social media such as Facebook or LinkedIn, wikis such as Webopedia and Wookiepedia, to name a few, and blogs/forums such as Blogspot, blogger or Moodle forum. Digital devices do help to communicate with others and learn, with both participative and individual learning. Participative learning is helped by digital devices due to the connection between people outside of the classroom. Some people may live miles away from each other, so it would be difficult to get group work done without a digital device. This is backed up by a Vawn Himmelsbach,  Education Technology writer quote used in the ‘reMarkable’ 2018 blog “Digital devices in the classroom: A learning aid or a toxic distraction for kids?” pointing out that “Not only do students have access to a vast world of information and learning materials but that this kind of technology allows students to learn at their own pace through individualized instruction.”


Personal Digital Literacy
Since primary school, I’ve learned how to work using a computer and online. DL was an important thing especially in college and university, where nearly everything is online or computer work. The fact that everything is online means that I had to work on my digital literacy. Over the 15 years of being in education, all the while learning what DL is, why it is important and how to become competent with using it, it is fair to say that 15 years has been ample time to hone these skills to their apex. 
With work and university, I must do a lot of online courses and learning. At work, there are many food related courses like food handling level 1&2. In University I have done a 4-week online course. This course has helped me improve my digital literacy and has helped me develop my digital literacy. 

Personal Learning Environment
A Personal Learning Environment is a “combination of tools, people and services that make up individualized resources and approach to learning” – (Michael Quist, 2019). Everyone’s Learning Environment is unique, for example one person’s Personal Learning Environment (PLE) may be his/her laptop, search engines, and social media sites, another person’s PLE could be they’re phone, pen and paper. Everyone’s PLE is unique, just like they’re minds, no one’s two minds are the same, reflected in a PLE. A PLE is a visual representation of your mind, some people prefer music whilst working, some people prefer to watch something, just as some people are audiological learners, and some are visual learners. Martin Weller, (2007) in his blog describes his PLE as a “set of tools smaller then a lot of people’s”, further signifying the uniqueness of a PLE. Weller categorises his PLE in 3 ways:
1. by regular use, 
2. “outside of formal work provision” so no Outlook or Moodle. 
3. Something he has an input to, “not just a resource”

My Personal Learning Environment
As mentioned above, everyone’s PLE is unique, no two PLE’s are the same. They may be similar, but not the same. Personally, a laptop is indispensable to oneself. Technology plays a huge role in ones learning, including social medias such as LinkedIn or even Snapchat on very small occasions. Other social media such as Facebook, Instagram and Reddit are no use due to the sheer amount of spam present, as well as “Fake news”. Having said this, it is not only technology that helps to form a good PLE. Pen and paper are also good resources. This is due to how pens and paper are easier to use than a laptop. Laptops are good but require a connection to the internet to perform properly. Pens and paper do not need this. Shown below is a visual representation of my PLE.

[image: ]
As shown, the PLE consists of:
Social media used for communicating with friends and classmates (Facebook) and finding and reading useful business articles (LinkedIn).
Digital Devices used for access to social media and email correspondence (Mobile device) and research and creation of module work (laptop).
Trainwithmable.com used for employment training. 
Moodle used for forums and module tracking.
Blogspot and Bloggr used for gaining different personal experiences on a subject I am researching. 

As shown in the diagram, a lot of my PLE is based on digital means. This is a very common approach these days, according to Graham Attwell, (2014) of Pontydysgu, the “average digital birth of a child happens at about six months”, and In Canada, USA and the UK, “81% of children under the age of two have some kind of digital profile”. As stated earlier, all PLE’s are unique to a single person, however, if this study suggests how even babies are developing a digital mind, this begs the question “Are all PLE’s becoming similar?” And personally, one may find this question to have merit. In the classroom, nearly everyone has either a mobile phone or a laptop and spend lots of their time on social media. University work is all submitted online paper only being used to take down notes. More research is done online as opposed to going to a library due to its simplicity, making libraries barely used. All these facts do support this question, and it is logical to assume that in the next ten years, all PLE’s will be digitally based. Digitalism is already having this effect in other areas of life, for example newspaper sales in Wales fell by 28%, with sales figures for the SW Eve Post falling from 30,582 in 2013 to 18,029 in 2017. That’s nearly 50% in years, a shocking figure, but it supports the theory nonetheless. 

Conclusion
In conclusion, after analysis of my argument, I am very reliant on technology. This is in part due to the ease of access that a laptop and internet provides. I no longer have to go to a library to look for a book that may not be there, instead I can simply search online for a result that 99% of the time will be available. However, even though I am technology reliant, it does not control me, rather I choose to use the resources at my disposal when conducting individual study, as well as collaboratively. 
In this the digital age, I would highly suggest for anyone thinking of undertaking a degree in Business to be digitally literate. I would strongly advocate knowing how to use MS Office, know how to do research correctly and aside from all of this, register yourself on social media such as Twitter and LinkedIn. Another social media aspect would be to create a form of group communication, be it a WhatsApp or messenger chat. This will help tenfold in keeping up to date with work, as well as helping each other with work.
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