Phenomenology and Existentialism

Module Lecturer: 
Dr Rebekah Humphreys 
Email: r.humphreys@uwtsd.ac.uk

Course overview

This module explores ideas found in the works of key existentialist philosophers. In the first half of this module, students will examine the phenomenology of Edmund Husserl, focusing on his concept of intentionality or directedness of consciousness (as derived from the work of Franz Brentano), and will also examine Kierkegaard’s position with respect to human existence, Heidegger’s ‘fundamental ontology’, and Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenological analysis of the role of the body in human experience. The second half of the module will focus largely on the work of Sartre and his ideas concerning freedom, responsibility and human consciousness, but will also explore Camus’s philosophy in some depth. These and other existentialist philosophers will be introduced mainly in chronological order so that students can grasp the developments and connections in existentialist thought; developments that can be traced from one writer to another. 
The module as a whole will focus on recurrent issues in existentialist thought; issues concerning intentionality, the nature of human consciousness, the world as it appears to the human observer, human experience as it is known directly and concretely, the nature and significance of choice and free will, and the emotional life of human beings. 
Students will study phenomenology and existentialism as movements that attempted to reassess the methodology and subject matter of philosophy in order to uncover the concrete elements of human experience supposedly lost in the rationalist approach to philosophy.
Essential reading (this list is not inclusive of ALL the necessary reading; see also the week-by-week reading lists)
Albert Camus, The Outsider, trans. Joseph Laredo (London: Penguin Classics, 2000).
John Cottingham (ed.), Western Philosophy: An Anthology, second edn. (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2008)—Read the extracts from Heidegger’s Being and Time (Part II, Sec., 9); Sartre’s Being and Nothingness (Part V, Sec., 10); and Kierkegaard’s Concluding Unscientific Postscript (Part VI, Sec., 8). 
Dermot Morgan, Introduction to Phenomenology (Routledge, 2000). 

Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Phenomenology of Perception, second edn., trans. Colin Smith (Routledge, 2002), selected sections.
Sartre, ‘Existentialism is a Humanism’ (1946), in Existentialism from Dostoyevsky to Sartre, ed. Walter Kaufman (Meridian Publishing Company, 1989). 
Indicative reading (see also the week-by-week reading lists)
William Barrett, Irrational Man: a study in existentialist philosophy (New York: Anchor Books, 1958). 

H.J. Blackham, Six Existentialist Thinkers (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd, 1952).
Albert Camus, The Myth of Sisyphus, translated from the French by Justin O'Brien (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1975).
Simon Glendinning, In the Name of Phenomenology (Routledge, 2007).

Michael Hammond, Jane Howarth, and Russell Keat, Understanding Phenomenology (Blackwell, 1991). 

Alasdair MacIntyre, ‘Existentialism’, in Encyclopedia of Philosophy, second end. 

Eric Matthews, The Philosophy of Merleau-Ponty (Acumen, 2002). 

Eric Matthews, Twentieth-Century French Philosophy (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996). 

Mary Warnock, Existentialism (Oxford and NY: Oxford University Press, 1970).

Jean-Paul Sartre, Nausea, trans. Robert Baldick, introduction by James Wood (London: Penguin Classics, 2000).

Dan Zahavi, Husserl’s Phenomenology (Stanford University Press, 2003). 

Indicative content
The course is taught via Block Teaching. 

You will be given readings for each day of teaching. You will be expected to read the relevant texts and should be prepared to discuss the topic and reading material. Indeed, during seminars you will be encouraged to discuss the topic and the readings. 
You will be expected to give short group presentations during the course. 

Do not feel restricted to the reading lists provided. There are plenty of resources available in the library, as well as online articles accessible through JSTOR.
Topic guide

Indicative content – central themes and topics

1
Introduction to phenomenology and existentialism, and Husserl’s phenomenological method.
2
The beginning of existentialism: Kierkegaard: subjectivity, truth and paradox. 
3
Nietzsche: transvaluation of values, bad conscience, and the will to power.
4
Heidegger’s ontology: what it means to be.

5 
Merleau-Ponty: the role of the body 
6
Sartre: consciousness, bad faith, and freedom and responsibility. 

7
Camus: human existence as absurd
Assessment

A paired presentation – 50%
An essay, 2,500 words max – 50% 

All assignments are to be submitted via Moodle. You are also required to submit a hard copy.  If you have any problems submitting your essay then just email your essay to Dr R. Humphreys. 
Please include a cover sheet with your assignment.
