Athenian incursion in Sicily 427 BCE


In accordance with Thucydides dating, during the autumn of 427 BCE Athens sent twenty ships to aid the Leontines [footnoteRef:1] and their allies against Syracuse and their Dorian allies. [1:  Thuc. 3.86 History of the Peloponnesian war] 

The Athenians claimed their presence in the conflict was to honour past alliances with the Leontines but Thucydides claims that the real reason for the interference on the behalf of the Athenians was a result of the aid that Syracuse and its allies could send to the Peloponnesian league during the war as the city had entered the war on side of the Peloponnese but does not appear to have participated in any major battles. The main reasons according to Thucydides is the possibility of supplying grain and other supplies to the Peloponnesian league and bypassing the stranglehold that Athens had on the other supply routes.
Although Athenian presence in the Sicilian territories was maintained for several years no major progress was gained on either side of the conflict in the west and as a result in 425 BCE when the Athenian allies in Sicily proposed a treaty in which each City but the Camarinaeans, who would take Morgantina, would return to their original territories. The treaty was put before the leaders of the Athenian fleet who would agree to the terms given by the treaty for it applied to them and thus would take their ships and leave.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Thuc. 4.65 History of the Peloponnesian war] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This move would be disapproved of in the city of Athens and two of the three generals would be exiled for assenting to the treaty.  Whilst the third would be fined. This failure in the west would result in a prolonged conflict on the mainland despite efforts by the Delian League to prevent ships from entering Peloponnese territories. The failure of this incursion would eventually be followed up by renewed interest in the area in the form of the Sicilian expedition in which a much larger Athenian force would sail for Sicily in the hopes of capturing the island for themselves after the peace of Nicias allowed them to focus on other points of interest.
