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DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:  

Evaluating the effectiveness and approach towards missing person enquiries within UK police forces

INTRODUCTION:

Some of the most delicate and intricate investigations that police departments in the UK do are, missing person enquiries. In total there are more than 170,000 instances are recorded in the UK each year. Underlining the importance of these investigations. (National Crime Agency, 2023). Given the variety of these cases, from young people fleeing to vulnerable individuals going missing. It is essential to comprehend police tactics and assess how successful they are at obtaining prompt and secure resolutions. 

Given the operational, emotional, and societal implications of missing person situation, this subject merits exploration for an undergraduate dissertation. Additionally, it discusses interagency cooperation. Although standard procedures are provided by national guidelines like the College of Policing’s “Authorised Professional Practice (APP) on Missing Persons”, research indicates that police agencies’ implementation and results differ greatly (Shaley Greene & Hayden, 2014). 

I’m interested in this field since I’ve seen firsthand how various strategies can impact results. Examining how well present enforcement practices match policy objectives is crucial, especially in light of tight budgets and heightened public scrutiny.

There is still a lack of research on front-line police viewpoints and operational procedures after 2020, despite the fact that earlier studies like those conducted by the UK Missing Persons Bureau and Fyfe et al. (2015) have greatly advanced our understanding of missing person enquiries. The aim of this dissertation is to close that gap.  




	
SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The primary aim of this dissertation is to critically assess the effectiveness and approaches used by UK police forces in missing person enquiries. This aim will be explored through the following key objectives: 

1) To examine the current police procedures and policies used in missing person investigations.
2) To evaluate police officers’ perceptions of the effectiveness of these procedures.
3) To identify operational challenges and resources limitations that affect the outcomes of missing person enquiries. 
4) To propose potential improvements to current practices based on research findings.

To meet these objectives, the research will include a literature review, a survey distributed to UK police officers, and an analysis of themes emerging from the responses. 


	
LITERATURE REVIEW:

Understanding both the practical and theoretical aspects of missing person investigations will form the basis of this study. Among these key sources are:

·  Shalev Greene and Hayden (2014): Their research sheds light on the intricacy and diversity of missing person instances, particularly around vulnerability and repeat incidents.
· Fyfe, Stevenson and Woolnough (2015): Explore police attitudes and their impact on response times and decision-making.
· College of policing (2025): Authorised Professional Practice on Missing Persons provides the national framework guiding responses and classification. 
· National Crime Agency (2023): Annual statistics and performance data offering an overview of trends and resource deployment. 
· His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) repots: Provide critical insight into policing performance and recommendations 

Few modern studies take into account post-pandemic operational alterations or capture the real issues police encounter, despite this expanding body of literature. Original data representing the opinions of operative police officers in 2025 will be contributed by this study. 



	
SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

An online questionnaire will be used to administer a quantitative survey to so serving UK police officers, who are involved in missing person investigations. Both closed-end and open-ended survey questions will be included, with an emphasis on interagency cooperation perceived hurdles, policy implementation, and risk assessment use. 

This approach was chosen because it can collect a wide range of options, facilitate statistical analysis, and protect respondents’ anonymity, all of which promote candid insights into internal procedures  


	
SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Police officers who are likely to engage with missing person enquiries, ideally from response, neighbourhood policing, and CID, will be the target sample. This sample is appropriate dur to their direct experience with missing person investigations, which will provide rich, practice-based insights how national policy is applied in real-world scenarios. 



	
ETHICAL ISSUES:

Among the ethical factors are:

Confidentiality: No identifying information will be gathered, and all data will be anonymised. Participants will be fully informed about the nature and goal of the research in order to obtain their informed consent. 

Organisational permission: Police departments or related academic boards shall be consulted while obtaining study ethics permission.

Data storage: In accordance with GDPR guidelines, data will be managed and stored securely. 


	
TIME SCALE:
 
	Activity 
	Timeframe 

	Proposal Form 
	Due: 19/05/25

	Ethics Form 
	Due: 19/05/25

	Literature Review 
	Due: 28/07/25 

	Methodology 
	Due: 08/09/25

	Questionnaire design & testing
	Start: 15/09/25

	Data Collection
	Finish: 15/10/25

	Analysis of Results 
	Due: 27/10/25

	Findings & Conclusions 
	Due: 01/12/25

	Final Dissertation 
	Due: 29/12/25
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