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  Exhibition- Feminism 

My Exhibition is about feminism and how it has changed throughout art over the periods of time. The feminist movement has always been a big part of history and society today. Woman have been fighting for equality and rights, so that today we can live with more choices and freedom that woman in the past haven’t been able to experience. Society today should be praising everything; they have done for us. To look at some of the female artists that paved the way in the world through representative artworks. My exhibition is displayed in an underpass, playing on society’s fear of woman walking alone under it and the bad things that could happen to a vulnerable woman. Each piece of artwork is displayed on the sides of the underpass in order of year created to present feminine art throughout the decades. Some of the artists are as big in society as Barbara Kruger and the Guerrilla Girls which have been known to protest and aggravate against the social and political justice of their time.

Feminism has been something that we have been fighting for most our lives, for equality and equal rights. With regards to actual physical women’s protests such as the suffrage and suffragettes’ movement which was a monumental point in history with its rages and open public protests the male Domaine world and government at the time. This showed us how much woman fought for everything we have today. But although physical protests such as marches and people gathering in the streets. Woman artists have been fighting their own battles through the decades amongst all of this. ‘The feminist art movement emerged in the late 1960’s- they sought to rewrite a falsely male dominated art history’.
There are pieces of work tried to fight to create space for female artist to be able to express their beliefs and views through art just like the men could do. They fought for freedom to express there right through a more visual language in a picture, painting, and sculpture.

‘Feminist art was not merely an object for aesthetic and admiration but also brought up people’s views on the social and political landscape they lived In.’Many artists like the guerrilla girls impacted a lot of political rights or silent protests the injustice for woman. With the intent that even today we’d never give up to men and the social image we are portray as, we should still be fighting for freedom and choices that we should have the write to make ourselves and not have someone putting us down or in place.
Even though we have these structures in place or choices today this wouldn’t have happened if the woman’s art movement didn’t happen, we should be celebrating the history and lengths some of these historical women have gone through like Emmeline Pankhurst and Emily wilding Davidson who made a radical decision to throw herself Infront of the king’s horse at the Epsom in a social and political battle in the suffragettes movement. 

But before all this started woman were invisible to society, the only thing they were known for was marrying and serving their husband to wash, cook, clean, and reproduce. Within art this had a huge impact because people didn’t seem them at all. ‘Majority of woman were denied exhibitions and gallery representations due to their gender.’ (The Art story.org/ Feminism) Which today is known as gender discrimination and is wrong. We are brought up today to respect both men and woman and not discriminate between the different genders. But back then that was one of their biggest battles was trying to show that woman can do it too and should be apricated or shown for what they can be.
‘Feminist artists created alternative venues as well as worked to change established institutions.’ By creating outdoor venues in tent or derelict buildings that were in use. Sometimes even more physical pop-up artworks that would appear in museums or political venues that they could covey there message further. Barbra Kruger was an artist that loved to show the importance of representing women within her work. She was one of the lucky few to have her work displayed in museums, but this didn’t mean that she didn’t support all the other female artist and she did her part to contribute and stand with them against the male dominated art world. Today female artists are being recognised more and more but not always taught about in schools, many famous artists such as van Gogh and Leonardo di Vinci are more well-known and talked about for their artworks but what about artists such as Frida Kahlo or Carrie Mae Weems who focus more on a female representative through art and cultures that they have experienced. We should be teaching more about women artist like those two alongside the most famous Mae artist because although they had some of the most famous paintings and artwork known and celebrate these women have a more physical foundation in history by changing rules and society and the justices to create a better future for women.


Each piece of artwork has its own interpretation and message to get across about feminism in their times or lives.
Carrie Mae Weems piece ‘The Kitchen Table Series ‘her artwork represented woman in the heart of all her images. Each one depicts different events around a very family orientated kitchen table. She created this series in 1990 where woman’s rolls in the past and sometimes present today are to be considered the housewife, “the kitchen, traditionally a female space has rarely been pictured as a site of importance.”  Collection have stated with a review of her work. Looking at some of the other statements they make about her work “ she suggests the kitchen table is the real stage where life biggest moments play out, where the full range of emotions are expressed” and Collection aren’t wrong its defiantly known as such a big family gathering where everyone comes together and sits for a meal and talk about their lives to the rest of the family and I’m sure her relating it to feminism would’ve been such a big deal to show that those type of conversations are happening between women even in your own home. “It examines women’s lives, its body asserts in particular black womanhood complexity, strength and beauty”. 
(nga.gov/collection) during a period where not only women were fighting for feminism but also discrimination against being black, which today is now deeply offending to discriminate based on the colour of your skin.

Carrie’s work puts a lot of thoughts and emotions into our minds along with another piece by Frida Kahlo ‘The Two Frida’s’ painted in 1939 shortly after her divorce with Diego Rivera. The picture represents “Frida’s two different personalities” (Fridakahlo.org) each different personality is painted in a very visual way with a sense of literature, telling us as the audience a story through her eyes.
“One is the traditional Frida in a tehuana costume with a broken heart, sitting next to an independent modern dressed Frida.” By her being able to visually express her feelings through painting created this emotional but connecting piece that lots of women might be able to relate to at some point in their own lives, to know that we aren’t alone to show her true emotions. 
“She wrote about the painting and said it is originated from her memory of an imaginary childhood friend, later she admitted it expressed her desperation and loneliness with the separation of Diego.” This piece of work I add to my exhibition because although feminism is fighting for equal rights, Frida interprets a different way, a more expressive use of art, to show her true feelings and proving to us that we can and are allowed to express our sadness and happiness. 

Barbra Kruger took a very different approach to both the artists I’ve presented so far. I’ve chosen to exhibit two pieces of her work as she had such a big impact on the feminist movement within art. 
‘Your Body Is a Battleground’ – “the women I’m facing reveals much more than she may intend to. Tight-lipped, her steady gaze looks directly ahead, her polished styling and neutral expression still disclose that she is already for battle” (ArtBasel.com) 
It shows that no matter what is about to come at her, she’s prepared and ready to take it all on. “Kruger uses her inconspicuousness to make her relatable in the work, the ‘you’re’ in your body is directed at anyone who can see themselves within it, not only a warning but your body is a political, social, and cultural public battleground, one not only determined but defend.” 
Barbra gets across a lot of powerful messages within her work, creating her work visually in black and white with a bold red outline around the work to represent warning.
 The other piece ‘You are not Yourself’ – “displaying a woman examining herself in a shattered mirror. It illustrates that “woman” is made up of shattered parts, various roles and expectations forced upon her by society.” (whatwhywoman.wordpress.com)
Kruger is right to express and show this, because even today we are still comparing ourselves physically to each other, through social media and the expectations that woman should be skinny and have lovely, tanned skin and perfect hair ect.

The last two pieces or artwork I am showing in my exhibition are. 
‘Dearest Art Collector – Guerrilla Girls and ‘Many Hands’ – Alexandra Gallagher, both more modern artists that have been visual in more recent era of time. The Guerrilla girls used their artwork as a way of conveying a message by addressing the problem head on. “In addition to criticising art collectors’ choices and responsibilities in perpetuating sexism, they also challenged gender roles” (tate.org) 
Gender roles have been a big part of feminism, in the use of breaking the stereotypical roles women are meant to portray. “That woman is not supposed to be confrontational or direct when addressing issues because it’s not considered ladylike”.
This is very true woman are meant to be polite and respectful and not outrageous and loudmouthed or have a strong opinion. Whereas Alexandra’s ‘Many Hands’ is a more interpretated digital art on her social media account. She “Explores femineity and sexuality and their confinement. In modern day society” (castlefineart.com) 
This she represents through her creative artwork “through themes of street art, collages and photography to express motifs of female empowerment”.
Even though it’s a more modern approach to some of the other pieces of artwork in my exhibition it still conveys a message of feminism today and how it is still affecting us.
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