A Summary of First Evidence of the Use of Freshwater Pearls as a Cosmetic in Ancient China: Analysis of White Makeup Powder from a Northern Song Dynasty Lv Tomb (Lantian, Shaanxi Province, China)
First Evidence of the Use of Freshwater Pearls as a Cosmetic in Ancient China: Analysis of White Makeup Powder from a Northern Song Dynasty Lv Tomb is an academic paper detailing the technical approach the authors used to determine the origin of a white powder that was discovered inside a sealed box within an ancient Chinese tomb (Yu et al., 2016).
The paper introduces the Lv family tombs, a cemetery for a prominent noble family from the Northern Song Dynasty (Yu et al., 2016, p. 762). While there were several tombs and relics within those tombs (Yu et al., 2016, p. 763), the paper focuses on one tomb, that of a young adult woman who was buried with a Yaozhou ware dowry box, within which was a white powder determined to be for cosmetic use (Yu et al., 2016, p. 763). Included is a small, but high-quality photograph of the box and a sample of the powder taken from the box (Yu et al., 2016, p. 764). The authors state the box with the white powder was the only cosmetic found in any of the Lv family tombs making the find quite rare with “profound research value” (Yu et al., 2016, p. 764). 
The authors discuss the different ways in which a sample of the powder was analysed using various scanning and imaging technologies (Yu et al., 2016, p. 745-771). There are a number of graphs and charts which illustrate the chemical makeup of the powder sample (Yu et al., 2016, p. 766, 767, 769, 770, 771). The authors explain the data suggests the powder is made from high-quality freshwater pearls, and that the powder was ground using “stone grinding tools” (Yu et al., 2016, p. 772). 
There is a lengthy, and well-referenced comparison of other archaeological dig sites where white cosmetic powders have been unearthed, including details of the chemical makeup of these previous discoveries (Yu et al., 2016, p. 763-764). This means the discovery of the Lv family tomb cosmetic powder is a rare one, making this paper possibly the first of its kind (Yu et al., 2016, p. 772).
Drawing from their own findings and findings from previous digs and discoveries (Yu et al., 2016, p. 763, 771), the authors give context to the find, discussing both the significance of pearls in ancient Chinese culture and history (Yu et al., 2016, p. 771), and the social status of the Lv family (Yu et al., 2016, p. 762-763, 771-772). From this, the authors infer that in the Northern Song Dynasty, pearl powders were a luxury cosmetic for aristocratic women (Yu et al., 2016, p. 772).
This find and, subsequently, this paper provides context and highlights the potential of further research into the materials, production, and use of cosmetics in ancient Chinese society. (Yu et al., 2016, p. 772)
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