Llanwenog: A view from the cemetery:

Abstract: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This report uses open-source data to try to characterise life and death in the village of Llanwenog. The information used details the birth dates and death dates recorded on graves and memorials.  The report concludes that any interpretation cannot be fully objective without supporting data from other sources as there are many factors that might be involved in the changes through figures one to four. 
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Introduction:
Death is the unavoidable end to life. It is universal and untroubled by race, wealth or religion. The means by which different cultures deal with death can be an indication of cultures and communities. 

This report describes a study of Llanwenog cemetery as part of the ‘Talking to the Dead’ module of my Humanities year.

Llanwenog is a parish and small village southwest of Lampeter. It is famous for Llanwenog sheep.  The cemetery is associated to St Gwenog’s church that dates to the latter part of the fourteenth century.

Aims:
This report aims to characterise the use of Llanwenog cemetery over time.

Methodology:
I started off by visiting the graveyard itself to familiarise myself with it: this was the ideal opportunity for me to explore various routes in regard to the graveyard and the graves within. Having done this, I decided to focus my essay on the birth and death rates in Llanwenog. I then visited the site “findagrave’’ which enabled me to find the necessary information to proceed with my report – 1,488 records of individual birth/death dates. I then analysed the data in MS Excel to create figures 1-4, that I discuss in this report.












Figures 1 – 4:


Figure 1: The Number of Birth and Death Dates by Year.


Figure 2: Age at Death

Figure 3: Minimum, Mean and Maximum Ages at Death

Figure 4: Distribution of Surnames


Discussion:
Figure 1:
Until about 1850 the number of birth dates per year is increasing and the death chart is the same shape but about 40 years behind. This could be the length of a generation. After 1850 it goes the other way, which could be down to changing demographics, population changes (such as people moving to cities / industry (the Industrial revolution had effectively peaked by then)). 

 In 1852, the tithe apportionment for Llanwenog was changed (Davies, J. 1913.) There could also be a change to burial practises such as cremation, which first became a thing in the UK in 1885 (History of Modern Cremation in the United Kingdom. No date.), or the graveyard becoming full.  It could also be speculated that people wanted larger, more expressive, memorials than could be accommodated in a small churchyard. 

Wikipedia says that “the welsh woollen industry was slow to mechanize compared to the mills of northern England. When railways reached mid wales in the 1860s they brought a flood of cheap mass-produced products that destroyed the local industry” (Wikipedia. No date.).As mentioned above, Llanwenog is famous for its Llanwenog sheep, so it would be reasonable to be of the opinion that the importation of other goods and materials that undercut their prices, such as cotton, which allowed for clothes to be made at a much cheaper price (partly due to the fact that they were made by slaves) led to people leaving the village in search for other jobs. In order to see if there are any particular characteristics peculiar to Llanwenog, it would be necessary to compare them with villages of a similar size over the same period.

Figure 2:
The first graves are of old people, but the spread soon indicates a high rate of deaths at earlier ages, i.e., infant mortality – people are dying both ends of life.  Deaths suddenly stop – again, it is possible that the graveyard is becoming full and only allowing people to be buried with family. 

Christians have been meeting and worshipping god here for some fifteen centuries (Cyngor Llanwenog Council, 2016), therefore it can also be speculated that, since there wasn’t the advanced technology at the time, it is highly likely that there are burials on top of burials- especially since during those earlier centuries they would have been unlikely to use headstones that would actually last. Additionally, since Llanwennog is seen as the “finest example of a medieval church in the whole of Ceredigion” (Church Heritage Cymru 2013,) it could be possible that it was too expensive for farmers to be buried there.

Figure 3:
Until about 1917 the average age (life expectancy) seems to be increasing, which could reflect improved healthcare. There is a big increase after 1917 (the youngest age of death is increasing) and this may indicate many of the village’s young people being killed – and – buried in France and Belgium in WW1.  Again, the shape of the graph might reflect a change in preferred method of disposal or the graveyard only allowing family of existing internees.



Figure 4:
Most graves have surnames from a few families (with traditional Welsh names).  This could be an indication of an agricultural culture with people working on family farms and not moving from these local jobs.  The church bears the coat of arms of Rhys ap Thomas (a supporter of the Tudors) (Explorers’ Britain. 2019.).  Thomas may be a common surname because of this link (but would have to be compared with data from other areas to inform a decision). It could also be argued that the Thomas family were allowed more plots in the graveyard due to their family history. 

There are surnames with very few graves (or only one),  these must be widows or men on their own coming in from else-where. Just as Welsh people visited other areas of the UK, so did people from other areas of the UK visit Wales. Therefore, there is the potential that someone from more distant parts of the UK, appreciated the village of Llanwenog so much that they moved there. During the periods under scrutiny, there would have been lots of itinerant people shearing sheep and moving livestock between markets, the graves with less common surnames could well be an indication of people who stayed or just died there.

The data available via ‘findagrave’ is open source but has been created by volunteers rather than a scientific study.  There is a map of Llanwenog cemetery with the data and the number of graves shown is similar to the number of graves that have been recorded.  In some cases, dates of birth / death are not available because they are not legible and so had to be excluded from the analysis.  It is a snapshot of only the graves that can be found at the current time and does not show any information where graves might have been re-used (the earliest recorded graves are several hundred years after the church was established). Before any conclusions could be drawn, a study such as this should be reconciled against official church records. It might be the case that burials of poor people are excluded from data collected from ‘findagrave’ because their families could not afford a headstone. Not all cemeteries have been recorded as completely as Llanwenog. ‘Findagrave’ allows you to view whether people have left ‘virtual flowers’; there were a notable amount of virtual flowers suggesting there are people out there with links to the village.

Conclusion:
 if I was to extend this study, I would perform a similar exercise with a cemetery in an area with a different background such as a wealthier and/or more industrial background, and potentially another part of the UK. There are many factors that could be involved with the changes shown in figures one to four, it would be an interesting additional task to make a comparison and perhaps this is something I could follow up with in my years. It would take a lot more time and data to go through and break down the data by sex. 
To this day, Llanwenog remains the official parish name, even though it is much smaller than other villages in the parish, such as Drefach. Although the data doesn’t provide a unambiguous view of the changes in culture in Llanwenog over the years, it does demonstrate that there have been changes, and additional work would be of interest.
 I was quite taken by the calm and serenity of Llanwenog cemetery when I visited, several graves had fresh flowers near them despite being old , which indicated to me that people still cared, and homemade signs provide historic background on graves of interest.
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Llanwenog Cemetery - Number of Birth Dates and Death Dates by Year
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Llanwenog Cemetery - Age at Death by Year of Death
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Age (Yrs)





Llanwenog Cemetery - Minimum, Maximum and Mean Ages at Death vs Year of Death

Youngest Age at Death	1775	1777	1783	1786	1787	1788	1791	1793	1794	1796	1798	1799	1800	1801	1802	1803	1804	1805	1806	1807	1808	1811	1812	1813	1814	1815	1817	1818	1819	1820	1821	1822	1823	1824	1825	1826	1827	1828	1829	1830	1831	1832	1833	1834	1835	1836	1837	1838	1839	1840	1841	1842	1843	1844	1845	1846	1847	1848	1849	1850	1851	1852	1853	1854	1855	1856	1857	1858	1859	1860	1861	1862	1863	1864	1865	1866	1867	1868	1869	1870	1871	1872	1873	1874	1875	1876	1877	1878	1879	1880	1881	1882	1883	1884	1885	1886	1887	1888	1889	1890	1891	1892	1893	1894	1895	1896	1897	1898	1899	1900	1901	1902	1903	1904	1905	1906	1907	1908	1909	1910	1911	1912	1913	1914	1915	1916	1917	1918	1919	1920	1921	1922	1923	1924	1925	1926	1927	1928	1929	1930	1931	1932	1933	1934	1935	1936	1937	1938	1939	1940	1941	1942	1943	1944	1945	1946	1947	1948	1949	1950	1951	1952	1953	1954	1955	1956	1957	1958	1959	1960	1961	1962	1963	1964	1966	1967	1968	1969	1970	1971	1972	1973	1974	1975	1976	1977	1978	1979	1980	1981	1982	1983	1984	1986	1987	1988	1989	1990	1991	1992	1993	1994	1995	1996	2003	2004	4	75	54	47	12	57	37	84	0	12	1	22	65	3	60	5	7	4	3	0	22	25	20	41	2	15	3	1	17	43	48	3	1	5	2	1	0	0	0	0	0	5	1	2	1	0	0	0	0	3	1	0	0	2	0	2	1	2	1	0	0	28	2	2	0	6	2	0	1	4	1	0	2	4	1	2	4	17	1	32	0	6	11	3	8	1	0	1	0	1	34	0	4	2	1	0	1	2	5	0	0	0	40	0	0	0	28	1	0	0	65	0	1	2	37	1	25	39	0	1	22	20	0	2	0	0	15	17	0	16	33	21	57	61	10	78	42	66	42	56	32	30	17	45	8	62	20	28	30	62	20	12	26	36	70	38	22	0	73	57	38	72	50	46	7	62	42	65	69	78	61	50	73	63	32	56	61	61	34	50	58	72	62	51	44	45	65	74	47	35	60	57	66	73	76	91	70	80	68	84	86	73	60	80	95	92	Mean Age at Death	1775	1777	1783	1786	1787	1788	1791	1793	1794	1796	1798	1799	1800	1801	1802	1803	1804	1805	1806	1807	1808	1811	1812	1813	1814	1815	1817	1818	1819	1820	1821	1822	1823	1824	1825	1826	1827	1828	1829	1830	1831	1832	1833	1834	1835	1836	1837	1838	1839	1840	1841	1842	1843	1844	1845	1846	1847	1848	1849	1850	1851	1852	1853	1854	1855	1856	1857	1858	1859	1860	1861	1862	1863	1864	1865	1866	1867	1868	1869	1870	1871	1872	1873	1874	1875	1876	1877	1878	1879	1880	1881	1882	1883	1884	1885	1886	1887	1888	1889	1890	1891	1892	1893	1894	1895	1896	1897	1898	1899	1900	1901	1902	1903	1904	1905	1906	1907	1908	1909	1910	1911	1912	1913	1914	1915	1916	1917	1918	1919	1920	1921	1922	1923	1924	1925	1926	1927	1928	1929	1930	1931	1932	1933	1934	1935	1936	1937	1938	1939	1940	1941	1942	1943	1944	1945	1946	1947	1948	1949	1950	1951	1952	1953	1954	1955	1956	1957	1958	1959	1960	1961	1962	1963	1964	1966	1967	1968	1969	1970	1971	1972	1973	1974	1975	1976	1977	1978	1979	1980	1981	1982	1983	1984	1986	1987	1988	1989	1990	1991	1992	1993	1994	1995	1996	2003	2004	4	75	55.5	58	28	57	37	84	0	12	27	26.5	65	3	60	28.833333333333332	43.333333333333336	31.5	30.666666666666668	34.5	22	36	47	41	42.8	34.4	17.666666666666668	14	53.5	63.5	64	44.333333333333336	25.333333333333332	35	38	23.5	36.428571428571431	29.6	31.705882352941178	30.375	37.92307692307692	41.692307692307693	24.727272727272727	25.375	42.666666666666664	7.4	26.307692307692307	22.272727272727273	23.3	37.285714285714285	33.299999999999997	31.714285714285715	36.799999999999997	30	7.6296296296296298	43.333333333333336	56.4	32.230769230769234	36.928571428571431	38.529411764705884	42.928571428571431	48.833333333333336	29.5	53.625	41.75	36.714285714285715	45.857142857142854	35.3125	35.866666666666667	55.8	41.666666666666664	38.5	36.210526315789473	43.727272727272727	32.133333333333333	49.166666666666664	43.714285714285715	54.571428571428569	53.333333333333336	62.428571428571431	54.8	61.714285714285715	58.666666666666664	65.142857142857139	42.6	45.153846153846153	36.727272727272727	42.06666666666667	48.222222222222221	38.428571428571431	64.545454545454547	59.928571428571431	49.125	50.727272727272727	50.142857142857146	29.166666666666668	36.833333333333336	52.647058823529413	57.4	37.714285714285715	53.06666666666667	56.6	58	37	63.7	63.5	65.666666666666671	24.714285714285715	39.200000000000003	55.875	79.75	64.428571428571431	43.166666666666664	51.857142857142854	62.666666666666664	42.833333333333336	50.307692307692307	60	42.545454545454547	42.764705882352942	59	47	59.18181818181818	49	56	46.25	53.81818181818182	42.53846153846154	58.454545454545453	58.666666666666664	67.166666666666671	71.090909090909093	70.400000000000006	77.142857142857139	61.428571428571431	83.142857142857139	69.5	79.8	69.571428571428569	75	64.571428571428569	60.363636363636367	51.857142857142854	69.583333333333329	50.75	74.125	62	72.8	70.333333333333329	75.285714285714292	50.2	60.083333333333336	55.875	65	77.5	67.5	64.25	53.5	85.4	79.8	69.666666666666671	77.400000000000006	67.857142857142861	65.5	35	74.666666666666671	64.285714285714292	71.666666666666671	78	78	75.8	60	77.5	69.5	60.25	70	74.333333333333329	71.666666666666671	71.714285714285708	70.599999999999994	66.5	79	77.333333333333329	70.75	72.666666666666671	66.8	73	78.333333333333329	63.25	35	73	70	75.5	76.5	85	91	72	80	78.5	84	88.333333333333329	81.25	70	88	95	92	Oldest Age at Death	1775	1777	1783	1786	1787	1788	1791	1793	1794	1796	1798	1799	1800	1801	1802	1803	1804	1805	1806	1807	1808	1811	1812	1813	1814	1815	1817	1818	1819	1820	1821	1822	1823	1824	1825	1826	1827	1828	1829	1830	1831	1832	1833	1834	1835	1836	1837	1838	1839	1840	1841	1842	1843	1844	1845	1846	1847	1848	1849	1850	1851	1852	1853	1854	1855	1856	1857	1858	1859	1860	1861	1862	1863	1864	1865	1866	1867	1868	1869	1870	1871	1872	1873	1874	1875	1876	1877	1878	1879	1880	1881	1882	1883	1884	1885	1886	1887	1888	1889	1890	1891	1892	1893	1894	1895	1896	1897	1898	1899	1900	1901	1902	1903	1904	1905	1906	1907	1908	1909	1910	1911	1912	1913	1914	1915	1916	1917	1918	1919	1920	1921	1922	1923	1924	1925	1926	1927	1928	1929	1930	1931	1932	1933	1934	1935	1936	1937	1938	1939	1940	1941	1942	1943	1944	1945	1946	1947	1948	1949	1950	1951	1952	1953	1954	1955	1956	1957	1958	1959	1960	1961	1962	1963	1964	1966	1967	1968	1969	1970	1971	1972	1973	1974	1975	1976	1977	1978	1979	1980	1981	1982	1983	1984	1986	1987	1988	1989	1990	1991	1992	1993	1994	1995	1996	2003	2004	4	75	57	69	44	57	37	84	0	12	71	31	65	3	60	65	80	78	66	69	22	47	74	41	80	69	32	45	76	84	76	71	69	74	76	53	83	60	78	68	80	86	77	76	80	31	76	86	45	89	72	78	75	84	75	81	91	75	83	90	95	69	84	78	91	76	83	91	80	85	81	80	76	80	91	75	98	83	99	85	82	86	87	99	76	84	87	85	86	86	85	82	81	86	88	81	72	93	85	78	84	92	77	89	87	84	89	80	86	101	85	92	85	94	86	77	72	74	85	89	83	80	99	81	81	83	108	93	79	83	84	91	84	96	81	89	83	90	88	87	86	82	79	89	80	82	81	84	85	84	89	105	78	82	88	87	79	80	96	90	86	86	82	85	75	85	79	81	86	78	83	76	85	79	91	84	88	81	88	92	75	87	85	79	85	79	79	84	74	35	86	80	85	80	94	91	74	80	89	84	90	86	80	96	95	92	Year of Death


Ages
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Total	Jenkin	Josiah	Tom	Lettice	Chadwick	Llewelyn	Clements	Loyd	Davies-Evans	Margaretta	Gilbert	Marshall	Gledhill	Maslen	Hugh	Mason	Wardell	Masters	Benjamin	Miles	Daniels	Rachel	Glastonebury	Robson	Humphreys	Roderick	Clarke	Stark	Herbert	Stephen	Gibby	Stoneham	Ann	Timothy	Joseph	Dunford	Richards	Enoch	Cheverton	Elias	Jane	Walters	Havard	Edwards	Phillips	Sarah	Owen	Simon	Dafydd	Griffith	Owens	Hannah	Morgans	Hopkins	Pryse	Roberts	Langermann	Wood	Felix	Margaret	Howells	Anne	Oliver	Daniel	Francis	Davis	Fox	Elizabeth	Lewis	Harries	Jenkins	David	Price	James	Stephens	Mary	John	William	Bowen	Morgan	Evan	Hughes	Griffiths	Lloyd	Rees	Williams	Evans	Thomas	Davies	Jones	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	2	2	2	2	2	2	2	2	2	2	2	2	2	2	2	2	2	2	3	3	3	4	4	5	5	5	6	6	7	7	7	7	8	8	9	9	10	11	11	11	12	14	15	16	16	19	21	25	25	33	41	57	185	185	283	288	Surnames


Number of graves





