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[bookmark: _Toc149667745]Post 1: Climate Change: Causes and Impacts 
Over the years, there have been a change in the average climatic conditions such as rising temperature of the Earth and unpredictable rainfall (Romm, 2022). This is a sign for us humans to wake and do something before it gets too late. For this, we need to talk less and do more because actions speak louder than words. Also, the longer we wait to act on climate change, the greater the loss of life and damage to every living organism in the global economy. 
[bookmark: _Toc149667746]Causes of Climate Change
The report of the United Nations discusses the causes of climate change to help people understand what kind of their actions are contributing to the severity of climate change.
These actions causing climate change include over consumption of resources whether it is power, food, water or any other resource. These contribute to the greenhouse gas emissions. Also, cutting down forests for creating farms, buildings, flyovers or for any other reasons causes climate change (United Nations, 2023b). This is because cutting down trees results in the release of carbon gas which they have been storing for so long leading to the generation of carbon emissions. As per Driga and Drigas (2019), other causes of climate change are excessive usage of transportation, production of food, generation of power and powering buildings with electricity. 
[bookmark: _Toc149667747]Impact of Climate Change
In order to understand the severity of climate change, it is essential to look at the impact of climate change on the environment. The following are the impacts of climate change on different aspects of the environment:

[bookmark: _Toc149667755]Figure 1:  Impacts of Climate Change on Environment
Source: (Author, 2023)
Poverty and displacement: One of the major impacts of climate is the increase in the poverty and displacement of humans (United Nations, 2023b). This is because climate change gives rise to factors that put and keep people in poverty. The following are the indications of poverty and displacement due to climate change:
· Increased heat makes it difficult to work for outdoor jobs.
· Floods may expel urban slums which distort the homes and livelihood of people.
· Scarcity of water affects crops leading to hunger. 
Increasing health risks: Climate change is alone one of the biggest threats to human health. Manisalidis (2020), stated that it is already harming the health of humans through factors like different types of pollution, extreme weather changes, poor nutrition, increased hunger, forced displacement and many others. 
Loss of species: The loss of species on the planet is at a rate of around 1,000 greater than at any other time in the history of mankind (United Nations, 2023b). The threats caused due to climate change leading to the loss of species are extreme fluctuations in weather, forest fires, pandemics and invasive pests. These threats are so severe that it becomes difficult for many species such as marine tortoises, etc. to relocate and survive. 
Apart from the above-mentioned impacts, hunger, rising levels of warming of oceans, hotter temperatures, drought and severe storms are some of the other impacts of climate change which is a concern for the human race. Moreover, according to the information collected from World Widlife Fund (2023), in the form of earthquakes, storms, heatwaves, landslides and floods, nature is giving signs to alert us about what is going to happen in the future if still we do not take any steps. 


[bookmark: _Toc149667748]Post 2: Social Challenges Faced by the Society: Hindering the Growth of Society
Social challenges are those behaviours and conditions in the surroundings that have negative after-effects at both personal as well as work levels (Deguchi, et. al., 2020). As a society, we need to identify these social challenges as their analysis is all about asking the right questions to think about our actions. I identified that all the social challenges are related to each other because one challenge is a by-product of other challenges. Some of the social challenges faced by the society are identified as: 
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Source: (Author, 2023)
Poverty: The social challenge or issue of poverty continues to be amongst the greatest global challenges of all time. Moreover, this challenge includes a lack of access to education, political power, health care, social capital or information. According to the reports presented by the United Nations (2016), there is increasing unacceptability of poverty, inequality and social exclusion in many countries in the African region. In addition to this, poverty is the by-product of unemployment, unequal opportunities and political corruption. 
Unemployment or Under-employment: The social challenge of unemployment or under-employment is hindering both the social and economic growth of society on a global level. Unemployment is the condition of not having a job while under-employment is a state when people do not have permanent work. This challenge, however, according to Pohlan (2019), is harming individuals and communities by restricting their productivity along adversely impacting their socio-economic status in society.   
Malnutrition: The social challenge of malnutrition is a result of a lack of access to nutrition and affordable food which not only hinders the growth of society on a national level but globally as well. Moreover, the causes behind malnutrition in a nation are war and conflict-like situations. Having an adequate nutritional environment is one of the key determinants of health and development of the society. Also, as per Ng (2022), both undernutrition and overnutrition are the signs of malnutrition as well as negative consequences on society in terms of increasing diseases along with disability. 
Racism: Racial discrimination or racism incorporates all forms of unkind treatment against an individual or a group of people based on their race, colour, gender, cultural beliefs or religious beliefs (Hemera Technologies, 2023). This social challenge faced by society results in unfair economic and social conditions for individuals and communities. These unfair conditions are unemployment, lack of access to health care services or healthcare inequalities and unequal access to educational services. 
Political Corruption: It is the abuse of power that is held by government officials for the purpose of gaining personal benefits. This is such a social challenge that results in mistrust and suspicion in the minds of people in the society towards political authorities. Also, it impacts upon the resilience of the community (Lewis, 2017). Moreover, the social challenge of the political challenge is related to the cause of poverty and it raises the need to remove the corrupted practices at all social levels from healthcare to education and employment. 

[bookmark: _Toc149667749]Post 3: Potential Bias Faced when Exploring Contemporary Challenges 
Bias or unconscious bias is the learned assumptions and beliefs that an individual uses for faster processing of information when exploring certain data (Ross, 2020). At the time of exploring contemporary challenges, I encountered many potential biases. Moreover, these biases influence my decision-making abilities. The potential biases are identified as: 
Gender Bias: This bias occurs when someone links certain kinds of stereotypes with different genders. It can also mean favouring one gender over another and is also known as sexism many times (Asana, 2023). Moreover, gender bias may result in several challenges such as bias during recruitment (when choosing male candidates over female candidates), gender-based pay gap, job advancement opportunities for certain people in the population and others (Tabassum and Nayak, 2021). This, in turn, may result in social challenges of unequal opportunities, unequal access to different services, etc. 
Ageism Bias: This bias is considered to discriminate or stereotype an individual or certain group of people based on their age. This often happens among older members of the society. In relation to ageism bias against old people, it is associated with poorer physical as well as mental health, increased financial insecurity, increased social isolation, diminishing quality of life and premature death (United Nations, 2023a). Thus, it can be said that ageism bias has severe consequences on the health and well-being of older people in society. 
Contrast Effect Bias: The potential bias of contrast effect when exploring contemporary challenges is related to the formation of judgments by making comparisons. Moreover, these judgements are changed depending on the standards chosen for the comparison (Asana, 2023). There are two contrast effects in this bias which are positive and negative. The positive contrast effects occur when any particular thing is perceived to be better than regular. This is because at that time it is being compared to something inferior. 
Recency Bias: This type of unconscious bias occurs when an individual has more preference or importance to the recently happened event over events that are held in the past. This is because the recent events are easier to remember. Moreover, the recency bias is more probable to occur when there is a large amount of information available to process. However, it can be associated with the social challenge of unemployment or under-employment. This is because as per Cen, et. al. (2019), in an organisational context, recruiters and managers give preference or importance to candidates with more updated skill sets than those who do not possess updated skills. 
Perception Bias: When exploring contemporary challenges, perception bias occurs when we are making judgements or treating other people grounded on inaccurate assumptions and stereotypes (Chavez and Mitchell, 2020). Moreover, this perception is related to the social challenges of racial discrimination where an individual is judged based on race, colour, cultural background, etc. and social exclusion.  
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