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Essay Question C: Assess the impact on the development of psychological astrology, of the work of Liz Greene

Word count: (3.405)

This essay assesses the impact of Dr. Liz Greene, astrologer, Jungian analyst, author and co-founder/director of the Centre of Psychological Astrology in London, on the development of psychological astrology. The following treatise will consider the question from the standpoint of impact, not only from the view on how her body of work did and does stand out in the area of psychological astrology, but also in terms of her own standard that astrology as should be practiced in a helpful way. Borrowing from the concept of Responsible Research and Innovation mentioned in Anne-Maree Dowd with its view on the (ethical) acceptability, sustainability and societal desirability , approaches that should allow for advances getting well embedded in our society, analogous questions will be examined in the following.[footnoteRef:1] It will be examined in which ways Dr. Greene and her work have made psychological astrology more ethical, more sustainable, and in what ways her contributions have met the needs of individuals and society related to the discipline of psychological astrology and its further development. [1:  Anne-Maree Dowd, Thomas Keenan, and Karen Cosgrove, 'Science Impact: To What End Are You Working?', AQ: Australian Quarterly, 91 (2020), p. 33.] 


At first it is appropriate to find a working outline for the term ‘Psychological Astrology’ and the concept of psychological astrology as used by Liz Greene for the purpose of this essay. There are many meanings embedded in both concepts. According to Patrick Curry, in connection to a form of astrological theory and practice the term ‘psychological’ needs to be understood in a different sense than within academic social science: ‘rather in the popular apprehension of that term which, significantly, is closer to the original meaning of psyche as soul; an individuality partaking of, and mediating between, spirit and matter’.[footnoteRef:2]  Astrology is referred to by Liz Greene herself in more than one conceivable way. In a simple way she describes astrology in an interview for a German TV station as a ‘map of the inner individual’, portraying ‘the inner patterns and the inner nature of a person’.[footnoteRef:3] That is, as Greene continues, what psychology does as well, so both in fact describe the same thing. Whereas astrology uses ancient symbols, psychology uses modern terminology. This description is opposed to any notion of astrology as a kind of fortune-telling, of second-guessing God’s will or prediction of actual events that were to manifest themselves in the outer world. Greene invariably puts her focus on the inner life. She points to the astrologer’s role of trying to ‘help the individual know themselves better’ so that decisions can be made on a more informed basis, with an understanding of one’s inner motives, needs and conflicts.[footnoteRef:4] If one then understands the nature of psychology and is able to fit it together with this ancient roadmap, ‘you get the way in which the human being is patterned from the moment of birth.’[footnoteRef:5] In consequence, Greene claims, this paradoxically leads to more freedom and not the opposite, as could be assumed. The notion of the importance of consciousness in order to have free will, although a feature in C.G. Jung’s work, is recently discussed and supported in the area of neuroscience and artificial intelligence, as in the work of Eddy Nahmias.[footnoteRef:6] However, it does not stop here, as someone who understands astrology as a mere tool for describing personality features could possibly assume. According to Greene, equipped with that enhanced conscious awareness one can take the next step and make use of the insights that astrology can offer: ‘taking responsibility for making the best that one can of what one is and what one has’.[footnoteRef:7] So awareness and freedom bring responsibility, but also lead to being better able to respond to events of life in a more authentic and therefore suitable way. In short, this describes a map and a pathway for the individual to live one’s potentials better than before, assuming the individual can also become more aware as to what ‘better’ means specifically to them. Being increasingly able to direct one’s inner urges to more desired outcomes would then be understood as helpful in Liz Greene’s terms.  [2:  Roy G. Willis and Patrick Curry, Astrology, Science, and Culture: Pulling Down the Moon  (Oxford: Berg, 2004), p. 72.]  [3:  BR Fernsehen, 'Liz Greene on Astrology (1/2)‘,TV interview, YouTube, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kMuEOywjkA, [accessed Jan 14, 2021]]  [4:  BR Fernsehen, 'Liz Greene on Astrology (2/2)‘,TV interview, YouTube, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9lw3rzO-ArM, [accessed Jan 14, 2021]]  [5:  Fernsehen, 'Liz Greene on Astrology (1/2)‘,TV interview, YouTube, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kMuEOywjkA, [accessed Jan 14, 2021]]  [6:  Eddy Nahmias, Corey Hill Allen, and Bradley Loveall, 'When Do Robots Have Free Will?
Exploring the Relationships between (Attributions of) Consciousness and Free Will', in Free Will, Causality, and Neuroscience, ed. by Bernard Feltz, Marcus Missal, and Andrew Sims (Brill, 2020), p. 59.]  [7:  Fernsehen, 'Liz Greene on Astrology (1/2)‘,TV interview, YouTube, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kMuEOywjkA, [accessed Jan 14, 2021]] 



Lots of eyes to see: The perfection of psychological astrology as a multi-compatible tool and language 

Liz Greene is considered by astrological professionals and recipients of astrological knowledge as one of the best known and most influential astrologers of the present. According to entries in one of the largest astrological databases, the webpage of Astrodienst developed and maintained by Alois Treindl, where she is one of the main authors and with whom she collaborates for programmed psychological horoscope analyses, Greene is mentioned to be ‘held in high esteem by astrologers all over the world, professional and non-professional alike’.[footnoteRef:8] Being a prolific author of books and other publications, including academic work, she is furthermore deemed to have been ‘instrumental in shaping modern psychological astrology’. One basis for that is the multi-faceted skill and knowledge of an extensively learned scholar in the field of astrology and various branches of psychology. [8:  Alois Treindl, 'Authors at Astrodienst: Liz Greene‘,Astrodienst https://www.astro.com/people/greene_e.htm, [accessed Jan. 14, 2021]] 


Born in New Jersey in 1946, Greene proclaimed an interest in astrology already at an early age, and according to Treindl’s AstroWiki page she was an ‘exceptionally talented teenager’ who took a vivid interest in art, theater and music.[footnoteRef:9] After gaining a doctorate in psychology she moved to London in 1975, established her astrological counseling practice there and went on to study astrology at the renowned Faculty for Astrological Studies, where she is a lifetime patron. Furthermore she studied at the Centre for Transpersonal Psychology and became a qualified Jungian Analyst. She established her astrological and psychoanalytical practice in London, then worked productively on her publications and held seminars all around the world. In 1983 she founded the CPA (Centre of Psychological Astrology) in London together with Howard Sasportas and continues to be its director.[footnoteRef:10] The centre came into being after Greene and Sasportas had started with conducting rather loosely connected single courses, when students soon requested more consecutive and integrated teaching. The CPA then built up its programme to offer courses on all levels of astrological study, and also included other courses like Tarot and Kabbalah. [9:  Alois Treindl, 'Liz Greene‘,Astrodienst https://www.astro.com/astrowiki/en/Liz_Greene, [accessed Jan. 14, 2021]]  [10:  Liz Greene and John Green, 'Cpa Website‘,Centre of Psychological Astrology www.cpalondon.com, [accessed Jan. 14th, 2021]] 

In 2010 she was granted another doctorate degree in History for her thesis ‘The Kabbalah in British Occultism 1860-1940’.[footnoteRef:11] For her accomplishments in the area of astrology she was granted the Charles Harvey Award in 2000.[footnoteRef:12] [11:  Treindl, 'Liz Greene', Astrodienst https://www.astro.com/astrowiki/en/Liz_Greene, [accessed Jan. 14, 2021]]  [12:  Treindl, 'Liz Greene', Astrodienst https://www.astro.com/astrowiki/en/Liz_Greene, [accessed Jan. 14, 2021]] 


In a study sheet provided to students of the MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology, Greene lists perspectives in her ‘depth psychological astrology’, mentioning her view of astrology as a language which ‘needs to be amplified by other languages if it is not to crystallise into dogma’.[footnoteRef:13] This confirms what will be discussed in this essay as a multi-compatible approach to the use of astrology. [13:  Liz Greene, 'Some Relevant Perspectives in Depth Psychological Astrology', (Sophia Centre for the Study of Cosmology in Culture), p. 1.] 


Very much of, but not exclusively, Jung

In the quest of helpful in-depth tools that would fit the multi-dimensional language of astrology, Liz Greene found rich inspiration in the analytical psychology of C. G. Jung.[footnoteRef:14] Its concepts fitted into her creation of a psychological astrology that inherited both a dynamic approach to the psyche, with the elements of its patterns being in a constant movement, on the one hand toward consciousness, and on the other hand attempting to fulfil their necessities that play themselves out as urges, be they conscious, partly conscious or unconscious.[footnoteRef:15] In her book Relating Greene describes the astrological sun as reflecting ‘the individual’s urge to become oneself’, resembling an Aristotelian view, but also Jung’s concept of individuation, which he also related to the astrological sun.[footnoteRef:16] Using astrology in combination with Jung’s theories of the complex, the archetypes, the shadow, and myth as a vivid realm for the expression of the archetypes, Greene might have had the main ingredients in order to create her style of psychological astrology for which she might be best known by practitioners worldwide. Her books on the astrological planets bear witness to the richness of her material on the psychological interpretation of myth in connection to the related astrological factors in a horoscope.  [14:  Nicholas Campion, 'The Lens of Astrology / Part 1', The Mountain Astrologer, (Feb/Mar 2002)  https://www.astro.com/astrology/in_plutint3_e.htm, [accessed 14 Jan 2021].]  [15:  Greene.]  [16:  Liz Greene, Relating: An Astrology Guide to Living with Others on a Small Planet  (York Beach, ME: Coventure, 1977), pp. 30-33.] 


One remarkable example for that is that while she has immersed herself deeply into the depth psychology of C.G. Jung, implemented some core concepts into her psychological astrology and even devoted herself to writing books about Jung’s connections to astrology, Liz Greene also went on to investigate multiple other areas. She incorporated a variety of psychological tools into her psychological astrology, as the following video interview with John Green, former student of the Centre of Psychological Astrology (CPA) which Liz Greene co-founded and -directed, indicates.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
In the interview John Green presented his view that while Alan Leo and Dane Rudhyar had started working with Jung’s ideas, it was with the work of Liz Greene and Howard Sasportas that Jung’s methods really came into the focus of practising astrologers. However, that does not mean Jung had an exclusive standing in their choice of methods:

Whilst his astrology is a very good fit in many ways for astrology, and even to the point that I would say that some of his theories are guided from the history of astrology or the work of astrology. What we are trying to do now is keep a breadth of various different psychologies and what is current that also fits astrology … but if you want to name it after a particular theory is a bit irrelevant really. It’s more the slant, if you like, that you’re taking.[footnoteRef:17]  [17:  The Astrology Podcast, 'Psychological Astrology, with John Green‘,Interview, YouTube, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_u-OhKIz-DQ, [accessed Jan. 14th, 2021]] 


Indeed it is stated on the CPA’s website that from the CPA’s formal inception, after having a forerunner called ‘Centre of Transpersonal Psychology’, which suggests the initial approach, there was a wide variety of psychological elements that became incorporated besides Jung, such as Freud and Klein.[footnoteRef:18] In an interview with Suzi Harvey, Greene indicated viewing herself as ‘used to moving around different languages’.[footnoteRef:19] This is not limited to the use of psychologies. She uses and values astrology as a mediating place, serving as a ground in the middle for connecting the realms above and below, but claims that this could also be done with the help of other disciplines such as art or science. In her view the only limit is within the person who puts the tools to use, one must only have eyes to see.[footnoteRef:20] This also translates into the kinds of language she uses when speaking with clients and audiences. Not only does her work range wide enough to approach multiple audiences from end-user to professionals and academics, in contrast she also makes clear what is of uppermost importance to her in the end, despite all knowledge or skill that one could have: ‘The quality of the person matters more than the way they have chosen to apply their knowledge … I’ll take the sun-sign columnist if he or she has real integrity’ and whether one a decent person.[footnoteRef:21] From this it can be deducted that Greene is in the position to draw from a vast resource of multiple skills and knowledge and still give ethics, helpfulness and character the top priority, since all is still about human beings. It can be understood how learners with serious interest in psychological astrology, as well as end-users, find this highly attractive.  [18:  Greene and Green, 'Cpa Website', Centre of Psychological Astrology www.cpalondon.com, [accessed Jan. 14th, 2021]]  [19:  Suzi Harvey, 'A Conversation with Liz Greene: The Middle Way', The Astrological Journal, 37 (1995), pp. 28-29.]  [20:  Harvey, 'A Conversation with Liz Greene: The Middle Way', pp. 32-33.]  [21:  Harvey, 'A Conversation with Liz Greene: The Middle Way', p. 35.] 



A multi-compatible, user-friendly astrology, focused on the issues here and now and stripped of spiritual bias

While her forerunners Alan Leo and Dane Rudhyar saw spirituality in the theosophical sense as basically embedded in their approach to astrology altogether, with Rudhyar referring strongly to Jung, Liz Greene is the astrologer who practices pure astrology without a general adoption of a specific spiritual worldview. That does not imply there is no space for spiritual discourse, quite on the contrary. Greene has pointed out that she has had mystical experiences herself.[footnoteRef:22] Furthermore she has put forward the notion that in connection to the outer planets from Saturn onwards the ‘nature of the basic drive shifts from a personal to a spiritual level’.[footnoteRef:23] But with Liz Greene, the practitioner and the help-seeker get a pure and undefiled astrology that does not dictate any specific set of beliefs in the first place, so that in turn any worldview again becomes compatible with the psychological astrology she applies for the user. While on the one hand she investigated mystical experiences that occurred among astrologers, on the other hand Greene mentioned a ‘spiritual bias of many astrological textbooks’.[footnoteRef:24] In her opinion, the birth chart does not inherit philosophies and spiritual belief systems, neither is there an explanation within astrology itself why some people seem to have more difficult patterns in their chart than others.[footnoteRef:25] Fate, or karma, are very delicate subjects to Liz Greene. Her style of warning about the pitfalls of entertaining dangerous folklore in connection to astrology can be rigid and entertaining at the same time, which can be seen as highly effective teaching. The following example may serve to demonstrate how she navigates a challenging situation, making a strong statement to an adult audience and not alienate them in consequence. In her book The astrology of fate the example is about an encounter with a woman at a workshop who told her  [22:  Liz Greene, 'Mystical Experiences among Astrologers', Culture And Cosmos, 13 (2009), p. 13.]  [23:  Liz Greene, 'The Higher Octave Planets', The Astrological Journal, 16 (1974), pp. 32-36.]  [24:  Greene, 'Mystical Experiences among Astrologers', p. 6.]  [25:  Greene.] 


with a voice of smug certainty, that people are never given more than they can bear. A brief visit to a hospital or a psychiatric ward tends to render this sort of pronouncement nonsensical. I cannot talk glibly about karma as many astrologers do, and imply that it was something to do with one’s previous incarnations so not to worry, just close your eyes and think of England; nor can I imply that the individual ‘made’ these things happen out of what was merely a “trend”, because he is personally stupider or more culpable than most.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Liz Greene, The Astrology of Fate  (Boston: Red Wheel/Weiser, 1984), p. 10.] 


Her investigation into transcendent spaces resulted for example in the publication of a voluminous book on the astrological planet Neptune.[footnoteRef:27] In another publication, Greene explores ancient concepts of fate in combination with astrological family constellations.[footnoteRef:28] In both cases she takes a strictly psychological approach to the mystical or spiritual realms and stays in close touch with the human beings in the here and now. Rather than taking flight and speculating about matters of the soul out of time and space she might rather ask what kind of effects mystical experiences for example have on the mental or emotional state of a person. This has some advantages over astrological approaches interwoven with spirituality: First of all, it is practical and accessible to a broader range of help-seekers and poses no barriers to sceptics of spirituality. In addition, there is no conflict if the owner of the chart indeed has a specific set of beliefs, because astrology which is just astrology does not interfere, there is greater connectivity, compatibility and helpfulness in the result. Astrology remains a language without a dialect, everyone can understand it, with the result of a communication basis between astrological consultants and their clients which increases chances for success of the analysis. In her book Saturn – a new look on an old devil, Greene advocated against what she declared to be useless information for the average person. In immediate problematic situations in one’s life here and now, at work, an interpretation of the urges and drives within oneself, seeking expression in the actuality of the chart owner, might be more helpful than a story about how the soul of the person is about to receive spiritual initiation into higher spheres.[footnoteRef:29] [27:  Liz Greene, The Astrological Neptune and the Quest for Redemption  (York Beach, ME: Samuel Weiser, 1996).]  [28:  Greene, The Astrology of Fate.]  [29:  Liz Greene, Saturn: A New Look at an Old Devil  (New York: S. Weiser, 1976), p. 17.] 


Summarising the above considerations one can argue that the strictly psychological approach to astrology which Liz Greene promotes makes an application of psychological astrology accessible to a broad audience. This approach is compatible with whatever worldview a chart owner brings to the analysis. Therefore, astrology as a tool can more easily be applied to a multiplicity of private or other human affairs, and the potential of astrology to function as a universal language able to connect all areas and realms of life remains intact. Liz Greene’s psychological astrology can be claimed to fulfil its potential to be of help to a broad range of recipients, and hence, sustainable and largely successful in terms of social desirability. 


Lots of input, lots of output, and a wide-ranging audience

As shown above, Greene owns vast resources from her own learning experiences to draw from. On the other hand there is also a multiplicity of channels through which her psychological astrology reaches an audience with many layers of interest. In this context, Greene’s teaching and published work has had pioneer status more than once.

Although Nicholas Campion quotes the term ‘oracles for the vulgar’ for the lesser art of sun-sign astrology, Liz Greene has established ways to bring serious, deep-reaching psychological astrology to end-users.[footnoteRef:30] According to Campion, Greene was the first to implement a psychological interpretation of myth, successfully combining with a developmental look upon future potentials into sun-sign literature for the mass, in her book Astrology for Lovers.[footnoteRef:31] Campion added that this new approach had been so successful that it was soon being imitated by other astrologers. That there had been an impact on the astrological community before the imitation started can be reasonably claimed from that statement. Furthermore, she brought texts for computer-generated psychological horoscopes into existence, cooperating with Alois Treindl, who developed a special programming procedure to imitate Liz Greene’s mode of chart interpretation and thereby claims to have taken the computer-generated chart analyses to a new level in the industry.[footnoteRef:32] Her written work for astrology practitioners include works about her the astrological planets, understood within her psychological-mythological-astrological framework, books that cover special concepts relevant to the informed understanding of astrology such as fate, or rather psychologically focused areas, like for example Barriers and Boundaries, or Dark of the Soul. [30:  Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West: Prophecy, Cosmology, and the New Age Movement  (New York: Routledge, 2016), p. 69.]  [31:  Campion, Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West: Prophecy, Cosmology, and the New Age Movement, p. 66.]  [32:  Treindl, 'Authors at Astrodienst: Liz Greene', Astrodienst https://www.astro.com/people/greene_e.htm, [accessed Jan. 14, 2021]] 


In 1995, due to requests of students resident and abroad for transcripts of the seminars, Greene, together with then co-director Charles Harvey and Juliet Sharman-Burke, launched the CPA Press in order to make course material available which had otherwise not been published elsewhere and would therefore have been lost. The CPA also published six issues of its own journal, ‘Apollon’, featuring various contributions of what on the website were called ‘indispensable reading’ by ‘leading practitioners in both astrology and psychology’.[footnoteRef:33] Today the issues can be downloaded for free from the CPA’s website. These reactions to the demand of course participants are suitable to give an impression of how much request there was from the recipients and how dedicated Liz Greene fulfilled an obvious and articulate need with her approach to psychological astrology. Finally, Greene also created academic work and taught on the MA programme for the study of Cultural Astronomy and Astrology, being a part of a dedicated team who brought astrology back to European academia and teaching the ‘Sky and Psyche’ module there.  [33:  Greene and Green, 'Cpa Website', Centre of Psychological Astrology www.cpalondon.com, [accessed Jan. 14th, 2021]] 


Following the range and diversity of the material for end users, practitioners and academics, and the pioneer projects Liz Greene created, it can be assumed that those successes were influential, as well as her broad outflow of publications are indicators of her influence on the astrological community and hence the way in which they engage in astrologyin the sense that demand on multiple branches within the field of astrology has been duly met. 


Conclusion

This essay has examined the impact of the work of Liz Greene on the development of psychological astrology. Emphasis has been laid on the description of how Greene’s extensive and multi-faceted learning infuses her resourcefulness and skill related to the application and teaching of psychological astrology. Furthermore, the essay has explored Greene’s approach and attitude towards a purely psychological approach, avoiding any addition of an inherent world view or spiritual belief, pointing out the benefits of a more flexible and approachable astrological client communication. Some core concepts of C.G. Jung’s analytical psychology that Greene integrated in her astrology have been explored, pointing out her dynamic multi-layered view and her focus on the importance of consciousness as a key to problem solutions and development of the individual. Some examples of how the prolific author and teacher has reached a broad audience by offering psychological astrology for end-users, practitioners and academics alike have also been discussed.

In conclusion various points in discussion suggest that Liz Greene has had and continues to have significant influence on a responsible, socially desirable and sustainable development of psychological astrology. Due to her approach to keep astrology available as a tool and language that is kept multi-compatible and free from any scope-limiting additions, her ethical standpoints, and her lifelong continued activity and devotion to an intelligent application it can be understood that Liz Greene has earned the reputation of a pioneer and revered example of a woman who has had strong and widespread impact on the development and strengthening of psychological astrology.
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