The Dean of the Institute of Inner-City Learning (IICL) of UWTSD is wondering if blended learning would be suitable for students studying the Certificate in Higher Education.  Comparing blended learning with traditional classroom learning
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In this report we will look at how effective blended learning compares to traditional classroom learning looking the pros and cons for both, with detailed research sources that are also reliable and will conclude with recommendations formed from findings.
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Introduction

The purpose of this assignment is to find out whether blended learning (e-learning) is more effective that traditional classroom learning.  With the current Covid 19 health crisis worldwide, classroom learning being impossible at the beginning of it, we had to convert to this way of learning mainly for some time.  
This will be done by looking at research for each side of the, including statistics from any studies that have been caried out.
Recommendation will be made considering information from research and statistics.
























PROS AND CONS OF BLENDED LEARNING IN THE UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

Blended learning is a combination of face-to-face learning using online and mobile technologies, this is a relatively new concept which has become more utilised over the last few years due the Covid 19 health crisis the world has faced.



[bookmark: _Hlk85305979]Pros of blended learning in the university education are: -

1. Those who are more familiar with the subject matter can work through online material much quicker, while those who are less familiar can pause and re-watch the tricky parts at their own convenience. Tutor can track skills and performance of individuals allowing them to tailor activities to their skill set.
2. Whatever time works best for the student, they can log on and access the classes, lectures, and other materials.  Student evaluations are possible with reporting and automatic grading built in.
3. Blended learning gives space for learners to experience new software and hardware enhancing computer literacy.  Learning how to use technologies like Teams and Zoom to instantly communicate and share information can prepare them for future activities.

Cons of blended learning in the university education are: -

1. A blended learning model often requires students to utilise technology outside of the classroom. Not every student will have equal access to the resources necessary, which can make online learning very difficult or even impossible to those with no access.
2. There is no on fits all approach to education. Students with different levels of digital literacies may not find technology-based learning as accessible without the right support.
3. Although self-directed learning can be positive, learners that are struggling with online content may not be able to solve problems by themselves.  Students may also feel quite isolated, physical human interaction are very important for our mental health.  This could lead to these learners feeling less motivated.


PROS AND CONS OF TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM LEARNING IN THE HE SECTOR

Before online learning, on-campus learning was the only efficient learning format.  Students typically gain from traditional campus learning aren’t limited to study alone. 
Pros of Traditional Classroom Learning: -
1. In the classroom student can directly share their views and clarify their queries with the lecturer, getting instants answers.
2. Students have more interaction with peers and the lecturer help with fears regarding assignments.
3. Tutors and student have a better relationship with them getting to know each other better allowing more guidance for students.

Cons of Traditional Classroom Learning: -
1. More time consuming and les flexible which may be more difficult for people with families or a tight work schedule
2. Social pressures of the classroom like rational argument, persuasion, conformity.
3. Covid 19 has been a major for classroom learning with all university campus’s being closed at the hight of the pandemic and with many still not being able to return due health conditions.

EVALUATION OF BOTH FORMS OF TEACHING AND LEARNING IN THE PAST AND PRESENT. SUPPORT YOUR ARGUMENTS USING EVIDENCE AND EXAMPLES.

In the past higher education was mainly classroom based allowing learning to take place without interruptions by distractions.  Traditional classes are more suitable for young children, teenagers, and young adolescents who are yet to join the workforce. Regular attendance in classes helps them interact with other individuals of their own age, be better disciplined, follow a regular schedule, and improve their physical fitness and mental alertness (Barindra De 2018).

In March 2020, every traditional face-to-face classroom transitioned immediately to an online platform. This transition was not by choice, but rather by necessity (Lewis, Price-Howard 2021).  This was a difficult change for many students and teachers not familiar with technologies used to support online learning.

RECOMMENDATIONS YOU WOULD MAKE BASED ON YOUR EVALUATION

Going forward a more tailored approach to overall Higher Education may be necessary. With appropriate availability of technology, online learning can be advantageous and effective in numerous ways since they can offer a great deal of contents, interactions, flexibilities, and reinforcements.  Learners can keep themselves engaged from any place using any devices such as   mobile   phone, laptop, or computer at their convenience (Surkhali, Kumari Garbuja 2020).
 

CONCLUSION

It’s important to bear in mind that different methods will be suitable for different students and their specific needs according to future Learn 2021.  Berinda De 2018 says there are always two sides of a coin. For some individuals, online training is more appropriate, while for others classroom training is the preferred delivery method.

Whether traditional classroom learning or online learning it should be custom made and tailored to the students needs: taking into account the type of course, the student’s technical abilities and also the students work and family responsibilities.
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