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Book Biography Library Project
Bibliographical Description
The book being examined in this biography is ODS 02360. The ODS class mark denoting it belonging to the other donations class, therefore not much is noted about its acquisition. 
A transcription of the title page is as follows:
	[within a double outline border] DEVOTIONS | In the Antient Way of | OFFICES. | WITH | PSALMS, HYMNS, | AND | PRAYERS, | FOR | Every DAY of the WEEK, and every | HOLIDAY in the YEAR. | [rule] | To which are added, | Occaſional Offices, | And other DEVOTIONS in the | ſame Antient Way. | [rule] | Reform’d by a Perſon of Quality, and Publiſh’d | By George Hickes, D.D. | [rule] | The Fifth Edition, more correct than the former. | [rule] | LONDON: | Printed for J. and B. SPRINT, at the Bell | in Little-Britain, and the EXECUTORS of | J. NICHOLSON, deceas’d. M DCC XVII.
The format of the book is massively in duodecimo with one octavo quire. The collation of the book is mostly without errors, its statement of signing is as follows: A12, b8, B-Z12, Aa-Ee12. There are no apparent missing leaves, but some pages such as the title or the beginning of a new chapter, have signatures skipped to allow more text to be printed. Some signatures do contain errors, some examples of this are the repetition of the signature M3 in place of M5, O2 in place of O4, and U4 in place of U3. The pagination also contains a number of errors. The pages are numbered as follows: [i-xxxvi] 1-80, 84, 82-83, 82, 85-170, 711, 172-321, 300, 297, 224, 325-406, 402, 408-648. There is an unnumbered preface entitled “to the reader” which is signified by the roman numerals in square brackets. The aforementioned misprints, as can be seen in the noted pagination, are mostly repeated numerals, with the exception of the page numbered as seven hundred and eleven, which is simply a misordering of the type. The pages, despite the numbers being out of order and some incorrect signature, appear to be in the correct sequence as the catchwords on each page are correct.
The book features very few illustrations, only one is a proper illustration, the rest are small pieces of such as decorative drop-capitals, borders, and other minute decorative elements. The large piece is a copperplate frontispiece of verse eight from the book of revelations. The piece was engraved by Flemish engraver Michael van der Gucht as is denoted by the text “M:V dr Gucht Sculp” in the lower left hand corner of the illustration. [footnoteRef:1][footnoteRef:2][footnoteRef:3]The illustration depicts four figures all kneeling in prayer around an altar, smoke fulling the space and the two cherubim in front of it, the top of the image shows the heavens opening with five more cherubim, and a triangle as well as a banner. [1:  RKD Netherlands Institute for Art History. 2023. ‘Michiel van Der Gucht after Wenzel Hollar View of Boscobel House and White Ladies, Where King Charles II Concealed Himself after the Battle of Worcester’, Rkd.nl <https://rkd.nl/en/explore/images/record?filters%5Bkunstenaar%5D=Gucht%2C+Michiel+van+der&query=&start=0>
]  [2:  National Portrait Gallery. 2023. ‘Michael Vandergucht’, Www.npg.org.uk <https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person?LinkID=mp07672&wPage=1>
]  [3:  RKD Netherlands Institute For Art History. 2023. ‘Michiel van Der Gucht’, RKD Netherlands Institute for Art History <https://rkd.nl/en/explore/artists/34434>
] 

Book physicality
	The book is of a relatively small size, with the front board measuring at 102 milometers by 170 milometers. It is fully bound in a black Morocco, or goatskin. Both boards, as well as the spine, are decorated with gold tooling. The tooling is not only feature on the externals of the book, but also on the turn ins around the pastedowns. Both the front and back cover feature the same decoration, appearing contemporary to the 1717 print date[footnoteRef:4]. The covers are outlined by a double fillet, this outline contains inset rectangles, one of a singular line, the other made with a decorative roll. The corners of the two rectangles are connected with triangles with fluerons at their point, and the outer rectangle has fleurons stamped on each of its edges and corners. The spine of the book is labeled with the abridged title “Hicke’s Devotions” and the gaps between the remaining bands are tooled with an intricate stamp with flowers and swirls. [4:  David Pearson. 2005. English Bookbinding Styles, 1450-1800 : A Handbook, Reprint (British Library)
] 

The book’s page edges are gilded, but not otherwise decorated and its paste-downs are marbled in the style of old Dutch comb-marbling while the other flyleaves remain plain. The front paste down and first flyleaf though appear to be pasted together, as some marbling is visible, but the bookplate is placed on what appears to be a blank page. The book has some imperfections, as is typical of a book its age. Both the cover and the pages show signs of use and wear. The Morrocco has some scuffs on the front and back and fading on the bands of the spine, corners, and edges. The pages have some marks from water, as well as some minor tearing and a portion of the pages have folded upon themselves. The front pastedown is lifting from the top of the board but remains mostly intact.
Ownership and provenance
	The book has its first signs of ownership dated to 1720, this is from a gifting note written inside. The earliest flyleaf has a note stating, “To the most noble, Her Grace, My Lady = Dutcheſs of Gordon~ Gordon Castle 5th Octob 1720.” This denotes that the book belonged to Lady Henrietta Gordon, who was duchess of Gordon at that time[footnoteRef:5]. While not being signed by pen and ink, there is another sign of later ownership, a stamp on the title page, that of Lord Adam Gordon, her son[footnoteRef:6]. Along with these markings of property there are a number of doodles and scribblings on the early pages. One page contains pencil drawings and the page opposite it contains writing and drawings in ink. Probably the most notable of these sketches is a graphite HG topped with a crown in the style of a royal insignia. Other notable scribblings are the two copies of the phrase “Gordon Castle” as well as sketches of what appear to be thistles, a symbol of Scotland, where Gordon castle is located. [5:  Rosalind K Marshall. 2004. ‘Gordon [Née Mordaunt], Henrietta, Duchess of Gordon’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford University Press) <https://www.oxforddnb.com/display/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-72726?rskey=Om470G&result=1>
]  [6:  Stuart Handley. 2010. ‘Gordon, Lord Adam’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford University Press) <https://www.oxforddnb.com/display/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-11013#odnb-9780198614128-e-11013>
] 

Visible ownership after the Gordon family only exists within its ownership by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. There are bookplates in both the front and back of the book denoting it belonging to St David’s college. This lack of intermediary provenance is likely due to the book being an early donation to the university. The front bookplate features a nineteenth-century college stamp[footnoteRef:7], the back bookplate simply reiterating the university’s ownership, and that the book was donated. The front bookplate also notably has a previous classmark from when it was held in the founder’s library. The book itself is now held in the Roderick Bowen library’s special collections of University of Wales Trinity St. David. [7:  People's Collection Wales. 2010. ‘Stamp of St David’s College, Lampeter’, Peoples Collection Wales <https://www.peoplescollection.wales/items/9131>
] 
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