PERSONAL REFLECTION (HPHP4018)
In this personal reflection, I am going to write about my personal experiences and thoughts regarding the St. Fagans field trip. A field trip to St. Fagans, also known as St. Fagans National Museum of History in Wales, can offer, from what I saw, valuable political insights, various aspects of history, culture, and perspectives on international relations. It was stunning for me to get familiar with hundreds or thousands of years old buildings (picture 1,2). I will discuss the following sub-topics that I explored on the field trip to St. Fagans 
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1. Heritage Preservation: St. Fagans is a museum dedicated to preserving the historical and cultural heritage of Wales. This commitment to heritage preservation aligns with political discussions on the importance of preserving cultural and historical sites. It showed me the allocation of government funds for such projects and the importance of preserving national identity. Moreover, the preservation of historical and cultural heritage at St. Fagans can be seen as a form of "soft power." It gave me a simple thought of how countries use their cultural assets to exert influence and improve their image abroad and the implications of heritage preservation in international politics.

2. Cultural Identity and Nationalism: The artefacts and buildings at St. Fagans reflect Welsh culture and history. Thus, I raised a question to myself about the role of cultural institutions in fostering national identity and the potential political implications of strengthening cultural ties, especially in regions with distinct cultural identities. 
Exploring the Welsh cultural identity on demonstration at St. Fagans led me to discussions about the relationship between cultural identity and national sovereignty. In other words, how cultural distinctiveness can be tied to political movements for greater autonomy or independence.

3. Historical Governance and Social Structures: The structures and exhibitions at St. Fagans represent various historical periods and social structures. It was exciting to follow the evolution of governance systems, power structures, and social hierarchies over time, as well as the political implications of these changes in there.

4. Community Engagement and Decision-Making: The museum often involves local communities in its activities as I saw there. This aspect can lead to discussions about community engagement in decision-making, the role of local politics in preserving cultural heritage, and the impact of these interactions on community well-being. I think the funding and maintenance of St. Fagans are likely dependent on government support which is interesting to think in terms of the politics of budget allocation, government priorities, and public support for cultural institutions.

5. Tourism and Economic Impact: St. Fagans seemed a popular tourist destination. In my opinion, the economic and political consequences of tourism for the local economy, job creation, and infrastructure development have a positive impact. Therefore, St. Fagans can be viewed as an economic asset that contributes to a nation's income. Also, It would be better if we analysed and discussed, together, the economic and diplomatic aspects of promoting tourism, including its impact on the national economy and the balance of trade.

6. Representation and Inclusion: Analysing the collections and exhibits at St. Fagans can prompt discussions about the representation of different historical periods, communities, and perspectives. Hence, it would be interesting conversations about political debates on inclusivity, diversity, and representation in cultural institutions. We, our class, could have examined the representation of different historical periods, communities, and cultures in the museum. In order to have a discussion about how inclusivity and diversity are addressed, which is relevant to global discussions on cultural representation and identity.

7. Cultural Diplomacy: According to my observation St. Fagans might engage in cultural exchange programmes or international collaborations. This can open discussions on the role of cultural diplomacy in politics, promoting understanding between nations, and strengthening international relations. I was thinking of analysing, in the museum, how cultural diplomacy is used to promote international understanding and build relations between nations. Also the role of such exchanges in fostering positive international relations.

8. [bookmark: _Hlk148450276]Education and Civic Engagement: St. Fagans gave me the impression of an opportunity to educate and engage future citizens. When we got there, there were lots of children visiting the museum which was delightful for me. This prompted conversations on the role of education in politics, the development of civic values, and the promotion of informed citizenship. Maybe St. Fagans should host international students, researchers, and educators. So that international students could explore how educational and exchange programs at such cultural institutions contribute to people-to-people diplomacy and the development of global networks.

9. International Cooperation and Heritage Conservation: it seems St. Fagans should collaborate with international organizations and institutions on heritage conservation projects. I saw a courtroom of Wales’ Prince that dates back to 1235AD which was impressive. For the reason that Mongols could not inherit their properties like that, it is so rare. It is so important to protect cultural property and heritage during conflicts. The field trip gave me a thought about international laws and conventions related to the protection of cultural heritage, such as UNESCO's World Heritage Sites.

10. Cross-Cultural Communication: Observing how St. Fagans communicates historical narratives led me to a grasp of thought about cross-cultural communication and the challenges of conveying complex historical and cultural stories to a global audience. This connects to the field of international communication and diplomacy. The exhibits at St. Fagans illustrated the processes of globalisation and cultural exchange over time. 

In summary, a field trip to St. Fagans offers numerous opportunities to connect historical and cultural preservation to political discussions, emphasising the importance of cultural institutions, community engagement, representation, and national identity in the political landscape. It can serve as a platform for exploring a wide range of political topics related to heritage, culture, and governance.
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




