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Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing.

	
This essay will provide what evidence-based policing is and what is classical criminology and how it is used, it will be linked to theft and how classical criminology and evidence-based policing try to prevent this how. This essay will cover models of classical criminology such as SARA, pop and hotspot, it will provide what it is and how it is used and will be linked to the crime activity. There will be a section on theft and what it is and ways to prevent theft. This essay will cover the crime activity of theft, it will portray this because there are many ways theft can be stopped or limited. Evidenced-based policing will be known as EBP throughout this essay. 

Classical criminology is seeing criminal actions as the result of rational decisions of the individual. The fundamental tenets of classical criminal theory are that persons are logically capable of weighing their options and are free agents who are solely responsible for their own conduct (Soz Theo, 2022). Classical criminology has 5 key principles, rationality meaning people have free will and it’s their choice to commit a crime. An example is if a child goes to the store planning to steal and tells himself he will this is rational thinking. Hedonism is how it brings pleasure to the person to avoid pain, when the child steals it will make him happy, he’s stolen it. Punishment, suggesting if the child steals, he could face going to jail this could stop people from stealing because they can’t face the pain of jail. Human rights mean all individuals have rights and we need to respect them the final one is the due process (Study.com, 2022).
Cesare Beccaria was a criminologist and economist in the 1760s he published an essay on “crime and punishments” in 1768. Beccaria argues that the harm caused should be considered when determining the harshness of the punishment. We should disapprove of arbitrary justice as well as harsh and ineffective punishments. It should be clear and legal and equal rules for everyone to punishment and severity of penalties (Biography, 2021).
Classical criminology has many advantages such as it has reduced crime rates and there are fewer biological facts and figures backing up the views. The defendant will have an appropriate punishment for the crime. Some weaknesses are the idea that all criminals are rational is derived from classical thinking, but it is not generalizable to the entire population, nor is it entirely valid, because there may be biological factors that prevent an individual from being able to think and behave rationally. This is a major weakness of the classical school of criminology suggesting it might not be their choice, but they are born with it (UK Essay, 2018).

To inform and challenge policing policies, procedures, and choices, the best available evidence must be used. This is known as evidence-based policing (EBP). By examining how a change was implemented, testing the impact of a new project in each setting, or looking into the possible effects of a change in policing, research can be used to better understand a problem's nature, scope, and potential causes. It can also be used to determine the effectiveness of a policing intervention. It should be carefully conducted, peer-reviewed and transparent about the method (College of policing, 2023). EBP is for police officers and staff to create reviews and the best available evidence to challenge policing policies and decisions. Doing this it keeps the policies up to date and meets new needs (College of policing, 2019). EBP use a ‘triple t’ method for decision-making and for improvements in data collection technology. The first t is targeting, in order to focus scarce resources on areas where crime and disorder are likely to occur in predictable concentrations, police should perform and use sound research. The second t is testing, Police should study or test various police tactics after selecting their highest-priority targets to see which ones are most effective in minimising injury. And the final t is police agencies should produce and use internal evidence to monitor the daily delivery and impacts of their tested procedures, including public opinions of the legitimacy of police, after using research to target such tactics (University of Cambridge, 2013). EBP in action suggests this evidence, crime can happen depending on the time of day, day of the week, the season or even the weather. Evidence shows that 3-5% of the population commit 50-60% of crime. EBP have a “power few” which suggests 20/80 rules meaning 80% of crimes are committed by 20% of the population. 

Evidence-based policing uses many methods, each of these policing models is influenced by modern classicism and aims to be proactive in preventing crime rather than reactive in dealing with it. Evidence-based policing uses many models to deal with classical criminology such as pop. Pop is known as problem-oriented policing, it can also be known as problem-solving in a way to solve a crime. Pop identifies the specific problem through analysis to understand the problem, develop a tailored response and assess the effect of the response. A pop strategy can be used to address any crime and disorder issue. It should be used in concert with other interventions from the toolkit for reducing crime rather than as a replacement for them. The pop model has reduced crime and disorders by 33.8%, suggesting it is affecting the community. To keep increasing, they should keep improving the ways to prevent crime and disorders (College of policing, 2023). This method works to prevent theft disorders, it’s a very strong method for impact on crime.

Another model is SARA, which is short for scanning, analysis, response and assessment. This model is identified and understands the root cause of the problem or condition. Scanning is to find out what the problem is. The analysis is to find out what the underlining issue is that’s affecting the problem for the victim, offender or location. The response is the strategies and tactics to deal with the problem; finally, assessment is the measurement of the impact of the problem (College of policing, 2023). This model prevents crime in certain areas. They provide a CHEER test suggesting: community, does it get affected? Harm, does it generate harm? Expect, is there something that the public expects the police to address, events include discrete and clearly defined events, recurring are they happening all the time? And similar events happening? This model does deal with theft but under the robbery part, does it keep happening in the same area and is it the same people committing the crimes? Police will deal with these by walking around the area to prevent crime from repeating (college of policing, 2022).

Hotspot is used to reduce crime levels and disorders used in small areas where crime happens more often than predicted. This strategy is based on crime and disorder is not evenly spread within neighbourhoods but all-over small places and focuses resources on persistent high crime areas to tackle them more efficiently. Hotspot works by increasing visible patrols to stop crimes from occurring. High visibility strategy necessitates unpredictable police movement between hotspots. To maximise the deterrent effect, they only stay a brief time in each hot spot, they spend 10 to 16 minutes in each spot. There are 2 theories that include hotspot deterrence theory and crime opportunity theory. Hotspot has reduced many crime types such as drug offences, disorder offences, property offences and serious violence (College of policing, 2022). This model does prevent theft, it can prevent robbery, taking a conveyance without consent, burglary, handling good or even criminal damage (law teacher, 2023).

Theft is when someone is dishonest, appropriates, property that belongs to another or has the intention of permanently depriving the other of it. A person can be guilty of 7 years imprisonment for theft, robbery or burglary (Legislation.gov.uk,2023). Theft can be from a store or identity. Identity theft can be someone using your name, address, date of birth and more. People do this to steal your tax refund or even use medical care in your name. Identity theft can begin with someone stealing your phone, wallet, data breaches, or credit card scamming. Ways to prevent this can be to never click links sent from text or emails that you do not know and add your number to the national do not call registry. By doing these they can prevent identity theft from happening (Aura, 2023). Stores can prevent theft by a meet and greeting the customers by doing this the shoplifters might not commit the crime because they might think they have been caught. Stores can crime map and see what part of the store is having the most theft, to prevent it they could add more CCTV, more posters relating to theft so people can see them, and put security tags on items (police.uk, 2023).
Neighbourhood watches have been put in place in certain areas to reduce crimes. It can be known as a home watch, block watch and community watch. Neighbourhood Watch can reduce crime by improving the burglars' awareness of the locals' propensity to search for and report suspicious activities, lowering perceived opportunity by enhancing occupant indications in unoccupied properties for example moving bins (College of policing, 2015). Some kinds of people who shoplift can be homeless people, they do it to survive, and sometimes they just want food and drink. When someone is planning on stealing, they tend to go for vulnerable people for example older people or kids, they target these people there easily influenced. Children can be peer pressured into stealing and will think it’s okay and not understand the consequences (Johns Hopkins all children’s hospital, 2023).

From researching about classical criminology and evidence-based policing it shows that they work together to prevent crime in areas where needed. EBP use methods like the triple t, they use this to decide and improve data collection to see if the method is working. EBP also use methods like SARA, pop and hotspot to prevent crimes. All these methods work, and they are bringing crime rates down. All these methods work to prevent theft, they do it by walking around areas for 10-16 minutes to stop people from wanting to commit a crime (college of policing, 2022). 
EBP Research can be used to gain a deeper knowledge of a problem by outlining its nature, scope, and potential causes by examining how a change was implemented and to test the impact of a new project in each setting or investigate the potential effects of a change in policing to evaluate the effectiveness of a policing intervention (College of policing, 2023). Whereas classical criminology is seeing someone’s actions as a rational decision, and they have free will meaning it’s their choice to commit a crime. Classical criminology has 5 key elements, they are rationality, Hedonism, punishment, human rights and due process (Study.com, 2022). Classical criminology has many theories Cesare Beccaria being one of them (Biography, 2021). From using all these methods and working together to improve data collection and prevent crime, it’s important that these methods stay up-to-date and relevant. 
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