

2

EDPA4001: Component 2 Digital Era  
Student No:  2303827. 

                Theatre Review (1000 words)
and
Presentation (3 min)












Content:                                                                                   Page no.

Cover Page ……………………………………………………………………………………	1

Contents table ………………………………………………………………………………	2

Review …………………………………………………………………………………………	3,4 & 5   

Bibliography …………………………………………………………………………………	6

Development plan …………………………………………………………………………	7

Presentation link ……………………………………………………………………………	8

                                                  































ROCKY HORROR SHOW  
in Haywood House, Cardiff.

Comedy musical merged from horror sci-fi by Richard O’Brien. Based on the original musical first performed in 1973. The second-year students of the Musical Theatre and Theatre Gerddorol, UWTSD course put on a zany and slapstick performance, breaking the fourth wall. The story follows Brad and Janet, a recently engaged couple whose conservative lifestyle is challenged one stormy night when they get a flat tire. Seeking help at the home of the mysterious Frank 'N' Furter, their simple quest quickly turns into an extraordinary evening filled with bizarre encounters. As they navigate this strange world, they are drawn into a journey that transforms their beliefs and understanding of themselves. The narrative explores themes of discovery and identity amidst unexpected twists. The main theme of ‘The Rocky Horror Show’ embraces what makes us unique, pushing back against traditional expectations, and delving into the vibrant themes of love and identity. It does this in a fun and playful way, mixing elements of sci-fi and rock music to create an uplifting and entertaining experience. The songs are celebrated for their infectious melodies and vibrant, rock and roll-infused style that captivated the audience. 

Conducted in a dark studio theatre, the stage was set on one level with boards stage right and left, opening as doors. Centre stage a draping effect created a mid-stage entrance. 
Silent staring, the ensemble cast greeted the audience on arrival, planted here, there and everywhere, creating an air of unsettledness with weird exchanges.

The ‘gents’ symbol on the right board symbolises the creation of ‘Rocky’ the monster man by Dr. Frank ‘N’ Furter, a transvestite scientist. Set changes were clean and smooth. Elaborate make-up was applied to emphasise the transvestite life of Frank and blood effect was effectively used to demonstrate Eddie’s dangerous motor-cycling expeditions. The ensemble’s devilish attire symbolised horror, macabre and possessed.

Light bulbs placed on the lab ceiling were used for effect, flashing in response to actor cues, enhanced with sound effects. The spectacular rainbow effect lighting theme during the infamous ‘Time warp’ song connected well with the audience. Without doubt, the main character is Frank, the sweet transvestite scientist. Jona Milone stepped into Frank's fishnets and created a strong bond with the audience. His lower notes in the ‘Sweet Transvestite’ song was performed with perfect posture (Italia Conti, no date). Brad Majors’ performance, played by Mathew Evans, was very dynamic and clean. Nonetheless, care should be applied when singing the higher notes, refraining from lifting the head to avoid straining the vocal cords. Facial expressions were clear and comedic thought-out. Janet Weiss’s voice, played by Holly Roberts, was of clear diction throughout, with exquisite posture to support the higher notes in each solo. Her connection with the audience was sublime resulting from her acting skills. Eddie’s solo, played by Seren Teleri, was connected, with no breathiness resulting in an outstanding performance. She triumphantly broke the fourth wall, connecting with both cast and audience applying Brecht technique (Unwin, 2014). In true Butlins style, two narrators Maddie Manley and Eva Dimitriou exchanged discourse with the audience, using voice and physical torches as spotlights, drawing them into the play and providing up to date commentary. Their comedic lines secured good audience feedback. 

The themes of the musical are significant. The power of acceptance theme was clear through cast character representation. Brad and Janet represent innocence and emanate a counterculture theme. Their love overcomes all obstacles. Witnessing Frank’s sexual encounter both Brad and Janet emphasise the sexual liberation theme within the production.  
I thoroughly enjoyed this performance, particularly each character portrayal as they were fully embodied [Reference]. Richard Turnley, directing, is partly responsible for supporting the creation of these detailed characters with analysis that can provide a clear understanding of the intention of the author (Baronuski and Morris, 2025). Turnley worked alongside Angharad Lee, the theatre producer, who according to the Bednar (2017) has a significant role of securing funding, managing ticket sales, and develops marketing strategies. Her role would also involve also assisting artists with their vision and hires directors, composers, and choreographers for productions. Marketing of tickets was very clear and efficient, enabling quick and effective purchase of tickets. Richard Turnley and Victoria John responsible for choreography. the choreographer and co-choreographer created original dance routines and diverse interpretations of established dances for the ensemble and lead cast, especially for the iconic "Time Warp" song. (Get into theatre, 2024). Ensemble roles are important in theatre as they help to create the overall atmosphere and tone of the production, and they can also add depth and complexity to a story. The ensemble fully embraces the audience, physical exchanging interaction throughout the play. Their performance during scene changes provided seamless exchanges throughout. 

I will never forget the thrilling experience of watching this show for the first time, completely immersed in its vibrant atmosphere. It’s safe to say that I'd jump at the chance to do the Time Warp again. One thing’s for sure: this production has stamina and those long, fishnet-clad legs deserve a shout-out! With its universal themes of acceptance and finding your own community, the show delivers these messages in a humorous and captivating way, complete with fantastic songs. All in all, Rocky Horror is an absolute pink of a show that will have you dancing along (more than once!). It’s the perfect choice for any adult who enjoys comedy, sci-fi, or simply wants to enjoy a memorable night out at the studio theatre.

The Rocky Horror Show plays at the Studio Theatre until March 15th.
For tickets and information visit: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/tsd
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