
Topic 5 

 

Reading 

 

 

Essential 

Putnam, ‘Mental States as Functional States: Hilary 

Putnam, Psychological Predicates’ (an extract from Putnam’s 

‘The Nature of Mental States’ [1975]), in Cottingham 

(ed.), Western Philosophy: an anthology (Oxford: Blackwell, 

2008), pp.256-62. 

 

Recommended 

Robert Van Gulick, ‘Functionalism’, in Beckermann, 

Ansgar, Brian P. McLaughlin, and Sven Walter (eds), The 

Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Mind (2009; online edn, 

Oxford Academic, 2 Sept. 2009). Accessible online via 

library.  

 

Further reading 

D.W. Hamlyn, Metaphysics (CUP, 1984), Chapter on 
‘Minds’, pp.182-85. See scanned text.  
 
Maslin, An Introduction to the Philosophy of Mind, second edn. 

(Cambridge: Polity, 2007), pp. 121-38. See scanned text. 


