Using a Welsh cultural artefact as a stimulus (a song, object, painting, photograph) create a resource that is suitable for teachers to use as an inspiration for children’s learning.  Base your work on a specific theme (either 3-7years or 7-11 years).  Briefly justify your reasoning with references to theorists and relevant current research.

The following essay will discuss the visual and expressive arts in the primary sector within Wales. I will look to discuss theorists who have helped promote the arts in Wales. I will also look at three subjects within the arts and discuss how these could be taught within a Key Stage 2 setting. The overview of this, along with the general ideas for each lesson can be found in Appendix 1. I have decided to base my essay on the theme of tradition and use a Love Spoon (appendix 2) as my artefact and stimulus that will be used in some of the lessons. The visual and expressive arts are a key component of our curriculum, however not enough time is being spent delivering lessons within these areas. A 2015 report states that “the quality of the curriculum for the creative arts relies too much on chance rather than on secure curriculum planning” (Estyn, 2015 ) This shows that the arts tend to happen on rare occasions and that lessons within these areas are not planned very well. Also in the report, it was interesting to read that Estyn said that the teaching of arts tends to rely upon an “enthusiastic” teacher that has the “specialist skills and knowledge”. 
	
The Welsh Government have an action plan currently in place for creative learning through the arts. The report states that attainment should be improved through creativity. They also want to increase and improve arts experiences for pupils, as well as support teachers to improve their skills. (Government, 2015-2020) It is interesting to see this action plan is now two years in, and from my own personal experience, I have not seen an improvement. Whilst out on my teaching practice in Year 1, I only witnessed one visual/creative art element being taught. This was PE. I found that teachers were not confident in teaching the visual arts and felt that they did not have the necessary skills needed to deliver a good lesson. 

With regards to cross-curricular learning, it is interesting to see different teachers approaches to this and the way they deliver lessons in a cross-curricular manner. According to Jacobs cross-curricular learning is defined as “interdisciplinary/cross-curricular teaching involves a conscious effort to apply knowledge, principles, and/or values of more than one academic discipline simultaneously” (Jacobs, 1989). There are many benefits to a cross-curricular approach. Research has found that there was an improvement in a number of areas of learning, such as questioning and reflection. Also, there was a general rise in self-confidence when it came to undertaking tasks. (Price, 2010). The cross-curricular approach to learning seems to be the preferred approach, with the emphasis now on the skill being taught rather than the information being absorbed. The skills are meant to help the students later on in life and are meant to help the students use the skill in more than one platform. 

Some research has opposed the benefits of a cross-curricular approach. Time and training has been cited as one issue. “Many teachers have limited experience of cross-curricular work, either as pupils or subsequently during their school based training” (Shirley, 2007 ) From personal experience, this is true. With only a limited amount of time spent focussing on this approach, it is difficult to plan and understand what would make the perfect lesson using this approach. Assessment and planning is also difficult. Barnes (2012) stated that progression within a subject is hard to achieve, even when there are only two subjects involved. Barnes states that it is “almost impossible” when three or more subjects are involved. A final disadvantage of cross-curricular learning is the idea of subject integrity. “in the absence of high standards, a progressive program can rapidly become and excuse for laziness, laissez-faire procedures, and even anarchy” (Gardener, 1993, P195). 

As stated earlier, I have decided to choose a love spoon as my artefact and my theme will be tradition. I have chosen a love spoon as my artefact as it is a traditional symbol of love in Wales. With some love spoons dating back hundreds of years, love spoons continue to be made all across Wales and in Primary schools. A traditional love spoon is made out of carved wood, however in Primary schools, clay is the preferred material. The symbols that are on the love spoons are taught in the classroom. Each symbol placed on a love spoon represents as certain message that the sender wants to give to the receiver. (appendix 3). The earliest surviving love spoon was made in 1667 and is currently kept in the Welsh Folk Museum, Cardiff. The love spoon originated from the “cawl” spoon. Over generations, the spoon has gained markings and has lost its original use and has since become a decorative item. (King, n.d.)

Curriculum Cymreig has a big impact on what is taught in the classroom and the way it is taught. The document (appendix 4) states ways that Wales and the theme of Wales could and should be used within lessons. The highlighted areas on Appendices 4 are the statements that will be covered within the lesson in this essay. 
 
Art and Design 

I have decided to choose art and design as one of my subjects to focus on. I think art and design is a unique subject that develops multiple skills at the same time. The main aim of this unit of work will be to create a collage of different love spoon designs. This collage will be completed on either material, such as card, or using an I-pad and an app called Picollage. Pupils will be given the choice of which way they want to create their collage. 

The lesson being taught here will be the last in a unit of work based on the designs and creations of love spoons. Previously, pupils will have learnt about the meanings of each symbols and sketched these for practice. Pupils will also have looked at love spoons and brainstormed ideas that they would like to include on their collage. During this lesson, higher attaining and middle ability pupils will work individually with guidance and help from the class teacher. Lower ability pupils will work in pairs and will receive more guidance and help from the teaching assistant. 

The lesson will be purely focussed on creating a collage of love spoons and ideas/creations linked to these. Ideas could include pictures of love spoons, their symbols and their meanings linked to them and love spoon sketches that the pupils have previously created during the lessons. Pupils will be given a range of materials to use to create and use on their collage. Materials will include items such as card, glue, newspaper cuttings, research articles, sketches and photos. According to the national curriculum, pupils in Key Stage 2 need to use varied materials, such as paints, pencils, crayons etc. (see appendix 5 for more curriculum coverage). Pupils will also be given the opportunity to use Picollage on I-pads to create their collages. Pupils should be given the opportunity to use ICT where necessary within lessons, so having the opportunity to use Ipads to create collages gives the pupils the chance to use ICT to create art.


AFL techniques will also be used throughout the lesson to assess pupils learning and understanding of the task and the overall unit of work. Techniques such as mini plenaries, thumbs and traffic lights will be used. Also, pupils will self-assess, and peer assess their own completed collages. This idea enables the pupils to see other work and see ideas that the pupil may not have thought of when completing their own work but may be able to include in the future.

In terms of LNF coverage within the lesson and unit of work, Literacy will be used throughout. The LNF is a framework that should be included in every lesson to ensure that Literacy and Numeracy skills are constantly being developed. Pupils will need oracy skills to communicate with fellow pupils with regards to research and to chare ideas. Lower ability pupils will also be working in pairs to complete the final task so will need good speaking and communication skills to make sure that they achieve the best result possible. Writing skills will also be used during research about love spoons as the pupils will need to create a fact file about love spoons from their own research. 

The artefact of a love spoon is used as a stimulus and as inspiration for the pupils’ main ideas within the unit of work. This also links into the Curriculum Cymreig document (YCC). The main area of this document that will be covered during this scheme of work will be culture. Within the cultural element of Curriculum Cymreig, it states that pupils should be “exploring the creative and expressive arts in Wales and in broader Celtic tradition” (Government, 2003) For more Curriculum Cymreig coverage, please see Appendix 4. Curriculum Cymreig is an essential element for every lesson in Wales. It ensures that tradition and culture, as well as other things, are being covered and pupils are being given the opportunity to learn and experience these elements. 

Research from Richard Jolley suggests that an Art education develops numerous skills that will help children in later life. His research shows that pupils develop and improve imagination, creativity, a general knowledge of materials, problem solving and analytical skills. The skills learnt whilst undertaking art activities will help children to use the skills in all different areas. Jolley also says that an art education develops a specific and unique set of skills that are not covered elsewhere within the curriculum. (Jolley, n.d.)

Design and Technology 

I have also decided to choose Design and Technology as another subject area that I will focus my activity and artefact on. There are many skills that can be developed within the D&T curriculum. These include creativity, knowledge of certain materials and problem solving. The end objective of the D&T unit of work will be to produce a love spoon that is suitable to sell in shops. The activity will be an apprentice style task, that will take place over a series of lessons. Over the unit, pupils will need to create prototype love spoons as well as the final love spoon that will be pitched to a panel. At the end of the unit, in the final lesson, pupils will take part in a board room scenario, where the winning team will be announced. Pupils will work in small groups, between 3 and 5 pupils for this activity, but all pupils within the group will create a love spoon. This unit of work will be very cross curricular, with many different subjects being incorporated into the unit. I have decided to focus on the creation of the love spoons for this essay. 

During the lesson of creating the love spoons, pupils will have the opportunity to use air dry clay to mould their love spoon. Pupils will need to draw from previous knowledge taught in their art and design lessons about the meaning of their love spoons. Pupils will be able to look at the artefact love spoon (appendix 2) for inspiration and for general help. It will be good for the Lower ability pupils to have a visual aid for their own end goal. These pupils will receive extra support with the creation, design and making their love spoon to help them achieve the best possible end product that the pupils can produce. Pupils will have previously designed their initial ideas and have decided which symbols they will design and put on to the love spoon. By the end of the lesson, pupils should have used air dry clay to mold their love spoon. Pupils should also have created their symbols and placed these onto the love spoon. Pupils will have the opportunity to one love spoon each to later on in the unit, pitch and sell their product. Another lesson will be Food technology. The original use of the love spoon was to eat cawl, a traditional Welsh dish. Pupils will be given a lesson to make their own cawl using traditional Welsh ingredients. 

The Design and technology curriculum for Key Stage 2 states that two skills need to be taught and developed. These are designing and making. Both of these skills are being covered within this lesson and across the unit of work. For the designing skill, the curriculum states that pupils should “develop and communicate their designs in a variety of ways” (Government, 2015). This element will be covered through the pitch to the class after the product has been made. Pupils will be given multiple resources to create the design of their product. For making, the curriculum states that pupils should “work to their specification”. Pupils should work towards the design that they created in previous lessons. Pupils should also follow guidance from the teaching assistant and also use the artefact as a guide. 

Peer and self-assessment will be used throughout this unit of work. Pupils will present their work to the class and will receive constructive feedback that pupils can use to take forward and improve their work. 

After looking at the skills framework, many skills are being developed within the lesson and in the unit of work. The developing thinking framework states that pupils should “experiment confidently with their own or others work” (Government, n.d.). This statement comes under entrepreneurial thinking, which is the main focus of the DT task. Communication will also be developed with the pupils sharing idea sand finally presenting to the class. There are many benefits to teaching D&T in the primary sector. Design and Technology gives pupils the opportunity to designing and making functional products. It also gives the pupils the opportunity to be creative and create new products. D&T also helps teach Maths and English in a cross curricular approach, with may skills from these two subjects being used in designing and creating products. (Anon., n.d.) 

Physical Education 

For my Physical Education unit of work, I decided to focus on Welsh Folk dancing. This does not fully incorporate the artefact, but does come under the theme of the essay, which is tradition. The idea is that pupils will learn a series of traditional Welsh Folk dances that can be performed for their parents and guardians at the end of the unit of work. Pupils will also be given the opportunity to choreograph their own dances and add in a modern element of Welsh culture into their dancing. In the lesson I have chosen to describe in this essay, pupils will be learning the dance to Jac Y Do, a famous Welsh folk song. The song and instructions for how to dance to the song can be found in appendix 6.

Within the main focus lesson, pupils will learn how to dance to Jac Y Do. The activity will start with a video (appendix 6) as a stimulus for the rest of the lesson. The pupils will then move onto rehearsing the dance moves in stages, building up to combining the stages towards the end of the lesson. Once the pupils have understood and memorised the moves, the class will perform the song together. The next part of the activity will see pupils work in groups of 5 to create their own dance moves that could be filtered into the performance. The idea is that pupils will add a modern Welsh cultural element to the performance with their dance moves. Pupils will then perform these dance moves in front of each other and then discuss if they would like to include these within the performance. With regards to AFL, peer assessment will be used. 

The National Curriculum for Physical Education is split into different areas. Within this lesson and unit of work, pupils will mainly cover the “creative activities” section. Within this lesson, pupils will “recognise the principles of simple composition and choreography in order to use them to plan sequences and a range of movement patterns”. (Government, 2015) This is the main element that will be covered. Pupils will be given the chance to create their own sequences. The main focus of the lesson will allow pupils to look at the choreography of Jac Y Do and use this as a stimulus for their own sequences. More curriculum coverage can be found in Appendix 7. The cultural element of Curriculum Cymreig will be the main feature of this lesson (appendix 4). The theme of this essay was tradition. Culture links in with this theme. Pupils will get the opportunity to explore a traditional Welsh folk dance and take part in this experience. 

The expressive arts are an important element of the primary school. This is incorporated within Physical Education lessons. Within these lessons, dance has been taught due to it being an important element of most cultures. “Dance and music have long been a part of almost all cultures” (Dawes, n.d.) Its interesting to see that most cultures have an element of dance involved with them, but dance always taught within the primary sector. “Go Dance” undertook a research product in the primary school called “inspiring children to dance to 2012”. The report states a few interesting things. One interesting conclusion found that anaerobic endurance levels increased when pupils took part in dance. Another conclusion found that boys perceptions became much better within the period. (Urmston, 2012). 

The future of the Visual and Expressive arts being taught in the Primary sector of Wales looks good, with more emphasis and time going to be spent on teaching these areas. After the Donaldson review findings were published, it was exciting to see that the expressive arts have been given its own area of learning. This is a step forward for teaching the visual and expressive arts. Under the new curriculum, the expressive arts will be more of a focus within classrooms, and not a background area of learning. Donaldson has stated in his review that teachers should give pupils the opportunity to “creative appreciation and talent and their artistic and performance skills” (Donaldson, 2015 ). The idea is that the expressive arts will provide pupils with inspiration and motivation for pupils to learn and develop skills that will help them in later life. 

To conclude this essay, I will describe how I will integrate each subject. 

After all units of work have been completed, parents and guardians will be invited into the school to look at each final project. This will be completed in the style of an art gallery. Pupils work will be displayed across the school hall. This work will include pupil’s sketches of their love spoons, created in art. Their created love spoons made from clay in D&T will also be displayed. Pupils will get the opportunity to talk their parents/guardians through their work and describe what tasks they had to take part in to get to their final product. At the end of the display, the class will perform Jac Y Do that has been performed in their Physical Education lessons. This performance will include the selected moves that the pupils chose within their lessons. This cross curricular presentation will show the variety of work that the pupils will have completed. This will show a great number of skills that the pupils have used and developed. The skills that the pupils have developed within the units of work described in this essay are important, cross-curricular skills that can be utilised and developed further as the pupils grow older. 

In terms of measuring how successful the learning has been across the three subjects, formative assessment is the best way to assess learning within the arts. The practice of formative assessment is similar to the arts. AFL strategies will be used throughout the individual lessons and units of work. Strategies such as mini plenaries will be used to gauge pupils understanding of individual tasks. Pupils will get the opportunity to assess their work at the end of each unit. Pupils will self and peer assess their final products against the set-out success criteria. This way, all pupils will understand what to look for when marking their peers work. 

Prior to each activity in each unit of work, pupils will create their own assessment criteria as a class. This way, pupils will understand what they are working towards. At the end of the unit of work, pupils will then be assessed against this assessment criteria. This idea comes from research into AFL and the benefits it has on the class, in terms of progression and attainment. The idea of involving pupil in the creation of mark schemes comes from a report called Inside the Black Box. This report says that pupils should be involved with the creation of mark schemes. (William, 1998). This also falls in line with the humanist approach to assessment for learning. If the pupils know exactly what they want to put into the activity or product, then it will make it easier to judge their final product as they can refer to this mark scheme throughout the activity. 

The visual arts in Wales is an important element that needs more time and consideration. With Donaldson’s report stating the Visual arts as one of the six areas of learning, teachers should look at this and consider bringing this into their teaching today in preparation. This new curriculum that will be implanted will develop pupil’s creativity, with the visual arts area of learning enabling teachers to spend more time developing these essential skills for pupils. 
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