The importance of undertaking observations and assessments of children and young people’s development and learning.
“By observing children while there are involved in activities, practitioners will find out how the children skills are developing in what they are able to do. Practitioners will also be able to gather information on what the children know and understand as well as their personal preferences” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008).
• All of us observe and analyse on a day-by-day basis. But when it comes to observe as a student or professional, preparation is required, even if sometimes we can notice things behaviour wise, without planning in advance (Early years and childcare, 2019).
• As a student or professional, observing a child/young person will help to better understand their needs and to help children/young people to support them through their development and assist them reaching those milestones that every child/young person should go through at some point in their development (Early Childhood Education, 2020).
• When we gather information after observing children/young people, the next step is to analyse, this way we can assess the Childs progress by finding out what are his “requirements, interests, current development and learning” (Early years and childcare, 2019).
• After observing, assessing and gathering information from parents, we get to the point of planning how to help with the child development and learning (Early years and childcare, 2019).
Evaluate the potential impact of not following the key principles of observations. 
• Observation in early child education is essential, not only, by missing something or misinterpret an observation, the impact on the child development is enormous. If the educator doesn't understand why a child is behaving in a certain way, or if the child needs special attention and treatment, then that child will not receive the right support for getting through the problem he encounters and not reaching the milestones every child should reach (Early Childhood Education, 2020).
When a student or a professional has a poor knowledge of how to do an observation and not knowing about the patterns of learning, without a doubt, a wrong pattern of development will be followed and that will lead to the wrong valuation (Nutbrown and Page, 2008).
Discuss the strengths and limitations of at least 2 observation techniques and consider under which circumstances each one could be most effectively used.
• Running Record
By using the running record (or specimen description, written record), the student and professional will document in detail all observations made for a period of time and that should include what the child is saying and his actions and reactions to the others around him (Clark and McGraw, 2020).
Another way of doing this type of recording that could be taking in consideration is by using a tape recorder or visual recording. In any situation, the parents or legal guardian of the child/young adult must give consent for recording any sort of observation (Fawcett and Watson, 2016).
This method is the most detailed of all other type of observations and more information can also be added later. By writing down the events the way they occur, gives a chance to whoever is reading the information to have a clear understanding of the facts (Clark and McGraw, 2020).
When the student or professional decides to undertake the observation by using this method, needs to dedicate a lot of time to it. Even if the time is allocated for this method, can be hard to make note of everything is happening and some behaviours could not match to similar situations of that day. It is an impractical method for a teacher (Clark and McGraw, 2020).
A good reason for using the running record is when the reading performance of a child/student needs analysing, like: “how a child sounds when they read”, “whether a child monitors and self corrects their reading”, “what a child does when they come to a word they don't know” (Literacy Pages, 2017).
• Developmental Checklist
By using the developmental checklist, the observer can note what skills and behaviours a child masters or show at a certain age (Clark and McGraw, 2020).
The advantages for using the developmental checklist is that it is not difficult to record. The student or professional has the opportunity to observe how the child develops and can see his strength and weaknesses. It is a good way of discovering more skills in one go and after analysing these observations, a plan can be developed to work with the child where he encounters difficulties (Clark and McGraw, 2020).
The disadvantage of this method of observation is that does not give us details of the reasons of the observation and always needs to cheque the list of any new skills developed by the child (Clark and McGraw, 2020).
The developmental checklist is about the milestones of a child, and that's when is best to use this type of observation. This way a student or professional can easily track any issues in the development of the child and can rectify or give the right recommendation of how the child can be helped to stay in those norms of the milestones list (Kid Sense Child Development, 2020).
• Time Sample
By using the time sample, students and professionals can document how often a behaviour occurs. That behaviour will be checked at few predetermined times of the day (Clark and McGraw, 2020).
Not only that is easy to use but doesn't need a lot of experience in observing children. It is a good way to follow a certain behaviour. The disadvantage of the time sample is that gives only the frequency of the behaviour. 
If the student or professional needs to analyse a specific behaviour, with this method you can see how often that behaviour modifies (Clark and McGraw, 2020).
Include links to at least 2 short video clips of children or young people undertaking activities. 
• http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid4411384539001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAPmbRRLk~,C5G7jhYNtieTu-GLBPz6T3WWemN6uFHi&bctid=4051880484001
• http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid4411384539001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAPmbRRLk~,C5G7jhYNtieTu-GLBPz6T3WWemN6uFHi&bctid=4051927825001
Evaluate the development of the children and young people in the video clips, applying your evaluations to appropriate milestones and child development theories. 
First video clip:
In the first part of the videoclip we have a little girl of two years of age that plays indoors. She is playing alone with some Lego toys. Ignoring everything and everyone around her, she is concentrating on her Lego blocks. Very sure of a self, confident in where every single piece is going to fit. She is sneezing and the teacher is telling her where she can find a tissue to clean her nose.
 If we should analyse this girl`s gross motor skills, we can clearly see how well she is moving her arms and legs. 
If we analyse the fine motor skills, she fits well by demonstrating how easy she can fit and move around with her fingers, the pieces of Lego. Good grip of the small toys. 
She follows instructions from the adult when she is told where she can find the tissue to clean her nose after sneezing.
In the second part of this video clip, we have the same girl a year older than the first part of the video clip, that is playing outdoor surrounded again by other children. She is not interacting with other children, but she communicates with her teacher. 
Her gross motor skills show that she can walk without watching her feet uses her arms and bends from her waist when she picks objects from the ground.
By picking small objects from the ground indicated by the teacher, shows that her fine motor skills are developing fine.
In the third part of the video clip, the same girl takes part at a group play. The girl is interacting with other children by doing a play role pirate game. The girl is falling and standing with ease, is grabbing the rope and climbs the ladder hanging from the tree. She gives instructions and shows to another child how to be a bird that flies.
Second video clip:
In this first part of this video clip, we are following a boy under two years of age and his peers. 
This group of children are in a nursery setting and they are looking for bugs under stumps together with the practitioner. The children gather around stamps and with the help of the practitioner they look under, searching for bugs. The children look under the stumps with curiosity. 
The little boy we follow in particular, is going to the next one and by touching the stump says, “this one”. The practitioner lifts the stump, and the children search again for ants and bugs and seems that they spotted some of them followed by their excitement.
In the second part of the video clip, we have the same boy, one year older.
Even if the boy is older, in this part of the video clip, we can clearly see that he is not leading the group of children towards the next stamp in search for more bugs. Instead, he is more of a spectator of what his peers are discovering. 
We can see the boy together with other children outside looking for bugs under the stumps, but this time, the children do not need the help of an adult to look under the stamps. 
One of the children spotted some bugs and says: “oh look, is a big one there”, another child pushes with his foot the stamp on aside to take a better look. They search on the stamp and under till the boy we are following lost interest and preferred to leave.
The way Piaget sees the child “as an organism adapting to its environment” also as “a scientist constructing its own understanding of the world” is opposite to Vygotsky`s view, that sees the child like “a participant in an interactive process” and becomes “individualised” through the background and culture the child was raised in (Gross, 2005).
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