 [image: Becoming a Unicef UK Rights Respecting School - TEMA][image: ][image: ]The UNCRC consists of 54 articles that set out children's rights and how governments should work together to make them available to all children, only 42 of them relate directly to children.
What is the UNCRC?


Save the Children describe UNCRC as:
“The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a legally-binding international agreement setting out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of every child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities.”                           (Save the Children, 2021.)
Adopted in November of 1989 by the United Nations, there are currently 196 countries who have signed up to the UNCRC, with only one country still left to sign!

Article 2: Every child has rights, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status.
Children
Have
Rights!


What are the Children’s rights?
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Here in Wales, we became the first country in the UK to make children’s rights in accordance with the UNCRC part of domestic Law, and created The Children’s Commissioner for Wales, who is currently a lady called Sally Holland, and she has been doing this job since 2015!
Her job is to make sure people know how important children’s rights are ensure that everyone including the Welsh Government understand and make decisions that will help.
(Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2021.)


This leaflet is designed to help you as Parents and Carers understand what we do as a school for Children’s rights and for pupils to learn what their rights are, how we can help and what they can do to help too!




The world's very first declaration on child rights was written by the founder of Save the Children Eglantyne Jebb back in the year 1923, that was almost one-hundred years ago!
(Save the Children, 2021.)
Article 3: The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children.

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ] For any other information regarding Children’s rights, please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff or you can visit these websites:
· School A
· UNICEF and UNCRC
· Save the Children.
· Children’s Commissioner for Wales

You or your children may recognise these posters from around school. They are in the halls, classrooms and corridors to help us remember our children’s rights.
Know Your Rights!
It was on Twitter too!
Meet Riley! Riley the Rhino is our Rights Respecting Mascot at School A. Riley helps pupils remember and talk about some of rights whilst here in school.
Riley has been busy helping too! Along with other school mascots, Riley travelled to Africa to help build a school. We did some fundraising events to help Riley and his friends buy the school materials!
Article 28: Every child has the right to an education.
What we do here in school..
UNICEF and the UNCRC can award schools with the ‘Rights Respecting School Award’.  The R.R.S.A. is awarded to schools which have succeeded in placing the convention at the heart of the schools’ ethos.
Here at School A, we have won the Gold award.. TWICE!

The Welsh Government states 
“There are four key articles which form the basis of the rights set out in the UNCRC:
· Right to non-discrimination (article 2)
· Commitment to the best interests of the child (article 3)
· Right to life, survival and development (article 6)
· Right to be heard (article 12)”
In 2004, the Welsh Government formally adopted the UNCRC as the basis of policy making relating to children and young people.
 (Welsh Government, 2019.)
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	Rationale.

This rationale has been constructed in accordance with the above leaflet on the United Nation’s Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and the rights within a local primary school setting, further known throughout this document as School A.
School A is a small primary school situated in an urban area of South Wales, and according to the last Estyn inspection (2018), there were approximately three hundred and fifty pupils registered, between the ages of three and eleven years old. Above the national average of twenty one percent, School A identified twenty nine percent of children with an Additional Learning Need (ALN), and again above the average of nineteen percent, thirty seven percent of pupils were in receipt of Free School Meals (FSM). School A has a vast diversity of pupils attending from various countries and cultured worldwide, with in the region of twenty-nine home languages being spoken amongst pupils and their families, which correlates to forty five percent identified as having English as an Additional Language (EAL).
School A have been awarded the gold Rights Respecting School Award (RRSA) twice in recent years, showing their dedication in maintaining and portraying the rights articles from the UNCRC whilst in school for pupils and for outside an education setting. The school have adapted their own mascot, ‘Riley the Rhino’ and created an extracurricular club, ‘The Rights Respecting Crew’, where children who want to be included, can attend meetings and discuss issues that may arise or plan resources and activities that ensure fellow peers know their rights, and have their needs met whilst in school together.
It is believed that in the early twentieth century the industrialised countries portrayed there were no standards or rights for children, and there was a growing recognition of the injustices of the children’s and young people’s situations, which were then propelled by heads of states having a greater understanding of the developmental needs of children, which then led to a movement to better protect them, the UNCRC (Unicef.org, 2021).
According to Save the Children (2021), the UNCRC was established in the November of 1989, when 196 countries signed the treaty, with only one still left to ratify. Every country leader agreed to maintain and deliver the articles within their countries borders for all children and are now bound by international law to abide by them. Under these laws, governments are now required to ensure children and young people’s basic needs are met, and that they can reach their full potential. There are fifty-four articles in the convention of rights for the heads of states to adhere too for their country’s younger generations, in the year 2000, two new articles were added which have been ratified by one hundred and twenty countries. One asks governments that they do not force under eighteens to be recruited into their military and armed forces, whilst the second calls on states to prohibit child prostitution, child pornography and the sale of children into slavery.
Lawrence Kholberg’s Moral Reasoning theory could possibly be linked to children’s rights. Bob Bates scribes in his 2019 book (P.204), that Kholberg’s theory tracks development on individuals’ level of moral reasoning by assigning three levels, with each level comprising of two stages. This can be related to the articles devised by the UNCRC, with children and young people learning and realising their moral obligation to have these rights and abide by them, whilst helping and ensuring that others have the same rights as them also. Kholberg suggests that the stages and levels need to be worked through in the specific order set and cannot be made ahead or skipped to reach a full moral development. By using children's responses to a series of moral dilemmas, Kohlberg established that the reasoning behind the decision was a greater indication of moral development than the actual answer that was given by the child or young person (Simply Psychology, 2013).
The three levels are: the preconventional level, usually attained at primary school level. The conventional level, which starts in adolescence and continues through to early adulthood. The last level is post conventional, this level of moral thinking starts within adults, but Kohlberg believed that the majority of adults would reach this level fully (Bates, 2019, P.204). The three levels have two stages within each to be met before progressing onto the next, the stages are numbered one through to six, and each one hopes to achieve the following:
1. If they do something wrong, they expect to be punished.
2. If they do something right, they shall be rewarded.
3. They know that people will like them if they do good for others.
4. They understand the importance of respecting authority figures and following rules.
5. Understanding importance of everyone’s own opinions and their values before considering their own moral actions.
6. They show appreciation of the need to allow their own conscience to be their ultimate judge of what is right and what is wrong. (Bates, 2019, P.205.)

When children, from the age of three years old, are being taught their rights and articles within educational settings, like School A, all of Kohlberg's stages will be discussed, albeit in an age friendly manner, and with the adult fully understanding that due to the ages of the children, they might not achieve full moral understanding according to what the theory suggests, but it will give them a head start in moral thinking, thinking of not only themselves but their class peers, and children and young people across the world also.

Since the initial ratification of the UNCRC, there have been numerous policies and legislations implemented in the UK in regard to children, young people and their rights following on from those articles, and sadly more having to be introduced following the untimely deaths of children. 
In the same year of production of the UNCRC, the UK government introduced ‘The Children’s Act of 1989’, and this act linked back to various articles, regarding children and young people’s welfare and safeguarding. David Batty (2004), whilst constructing his timeline of child protection for The Guardian newspaper, scribed that this act gave every child the right to have protection from abuse and exploitation and also the right to have inquiries made to safeguard their welfare, whilst the act itself described itself as.
“An Act to reform the law relating to children; to provide for local authority services for children in need and others; to amend the law with respect to children’s homes, community homes, voluntary homes and voluntary organisations; to make provision with respect to fostering, child minding and day care for young children and adoption; and for connected purposes.” (Government, 1989.)

The Children’s Act of 1989 conducts throughout the document in the changes it should further implement in correlation to the rights of a child, similarly to the articles constructed through the United Nations treaty without mentioning one another in their own acts and documents. For example section two of the ‘Children’s Act 1989’ it evidences the legislation referring to parents and their responsibilities for their children (Government, 1989.), with article five of the UNCRC also relating to parental responsibilities, portraying the importance that governments must respect the parents and guardians, that help provide guidance and direction to the child in question, whilst ensuring this is done in a way that helps the child capacity to make their own choices too (UNICEF, 2021). The same section can also associate with article twenty five, which is in relation to when a child has been placed away from home for the purpose of care or protection, whether that be with foster families or even when having to reside in hospitals away from parents and guardians (UNICEF, 2021).
The Children’s act was developed further, and released an updated legislation in 2004, where the rights of children were implemented within the new document, with section two evidencing in new details, now being in law and legislation that the governments within the UK must now abide to the articles of the rights of a child or young person (Government, 2004).
This was constructed after a number of deaths of children, most recent was the death of Victoria Climbie, a child murdered by her great-aunt and partner who sadly passed after the vast amount of neglect and abuse she suffered on the twenty fifth of February 2000, after multiple failings from services who were supposed to offer protection to her, and other children like her. On the twenty eighth of January 2003, Lord Laming published his report into Victoria’s death, after the conviction of her perpetrators in January of 2001, and him being asked to chair the inquiry in April of the same year. On page fourteen on Laming’s report, it is described as,
“Perhaps the most painful of all the distressing events of Victoria’s short life in this country is that even towards the end, she might have been saved. In the last few weeks before she died, a social worker called at her home several times.”

This is evidenced further within the statement given by Neil Garnham QC, who listed ‘no fewer than twelve key occasions’ (Laming’s report, 2003, P.15.) where different services failed to notice the harm she was experiencing, these included the Metropolitan Police, four social services teams, two housing associations and the NSPCC. Due to this, he made a vast number of suggestions for the government, and multiple agencies to achieve after publishing. One of the main recommendations that Lord Laming suggested (P.382.) was creating a new agency and appointing a chief executive of a newly established National Agency for Children and Families will report to the ministerial Children and Families Board. The post of chief executive should incorporate the responsibilities of the post of a Children’s Commissioner for England.
Here in Wales, there was already a Children’s Commissioner appointed in the year 2001, Peter Clarke, making Wales the first home nation to have had appointed this job role. The main role for the commissioner, as set out in a recent paper printed (2017.), 
“..the Commissioner must have regard to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) – an international charter which sets out the minimum standards for children and young people wherever they live. The UNCRC underpins all of the Commissioner’s work.”

This helps to portray the importance of the articles produced by the UNCRC, when the UK governments are creating positions and their own laws and legislations that further coincide with the rights of our children and young people and put in place to help protect and nurture those who reside within our countries.
To conclude, after reading the fifty four articles from the UNCRC, the laws and legislations passed and published by the governments of Britain and the inquiry into the death of Victoria Climbie, even after the number of years passed, personally believed is that the rights of children are still not fully understood or implemented within modern societies. Schools, just like school A, even with in timetabled daily check ins, meetings with ‘Rights Respecting’ crew members and achievement of two gold RRSA’s, our children understand their rights and needs, but not everybody still outside of the education settings. School A, as other schools, nationwide not just local, pride themselves on promoting the safety, wellbeing and maintaining the welfare of all pupils, but with such a diversity amongst children and staff attending and employed by School A, their rights are always a priority – 
Article two: The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, sex, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family background. (UNICEF, 2021.)

Luckily now, after the recommendations are finally in place, our pupils are aware of their needs and rights and multiple agencies, when needed, like social services, health, education and police services are working together better than previously reported, all we need now is for all adults to adhere to the human rights of children and young people, hopefully limiting the extensive workload for these services, and never having to watch or read articles and newspapers of deaths in children due to neglect and harm from those who were supposed to care.
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Riley the Rights Rhino is so excited to
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