
Independent Study Questions: Topic 1 

 

• Is Descartes justified in distrusting sense-
perception? 
 
 
 
 

• What are the aims of Descartes’ method, and do 
you think that it could achieve them?  

 
 
 

• For Descartes, the self-conscious, rational self is 
at the heart of his epistemology. Is it not 
possible that thought and knowledge might 
depend upon something other than self-
consciousness? 

 


