Strengths and Weaknesses


This is on my strengths and weaknesses in my academic work and how I am going to keep building on them and improve in the future.
Some of my strengths are that I am good at using books in my research and using them to find other sources, either from other modern scholars or from ancient writers, examples of this in my work was when I was using ‘A companion to Woman in the Ancient world’ in my essay regarding religious ceremonies regarding girls coming of age in Classical Athens. From this source I was able to find ‘Euripides, Iphigenia in Tauris’ and ‘Studies in girls’ transitions’ by Souvinou-Inwood. Another of my strengths is that I can link points I make with the appropriate evidence, an example of this is when I use evidence from both modern and ancient sources to support my argument that the Arkteia was linked to the story of Iphigenia at Tauris and Artemis. Another strength is that I can, for the most part, figure out why there is a lack of ancient sources on a topic, such as in my essay on courtship in Athens, as courtship would not have been an acceptable topic to discuss in that period. To continue building on my strengths I will attempt to read more work and expand my pool of sources that I can use and gain more from. I will also try and read more into the sources that I use so that I can gain greater understandings of them.
A few of my weaknesses regard my practical skills, such as my references, which are brought up in all essays that I have submitted so far, my lack of ability to reference properly has steadily improved since the beginning of the module, however it is still not perfect. Also, I usually do not cite my work properly or in the places where it is needed as in some essays there are numerous notes in points that would require a cite where there isn’t one. Another one of my weaknesses is that I struggle to find relevant sources, particularly ancient sources and rely heavily on suggestions from books or from sources suggested to me in class. Another weakness is that I do not always find relevant criticism of the sources that I am using, due to a lack of understanding of the source itself or a heavy reliance on modern scholarship. I also do not proofread or do much planning for my work and usually just begin an essay and do research at the same time. This puts me and my work at a disadvantage as I am not dedicating as much time to it as I should. I also spend too much time looking for sources that may or may not be useful in the end. It is also mentioned in the criticism of a few of my essays that I do not always proofread my work carefully and as a result I leave quite a few mistakes. To improve my weaknesses, I will have to look in the Harvard referencing guide and practice my referencing and citing style. Also, that I should be sure to cite all points I make and in the relevant places instead of just at the end of sentences. Also trying to do more reading to gain a greater understanding of the ancient sources. I should also start dedicating more time to planning my work and proofreading it. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore if I follow these goals I should improve in my essay writing significantly.

