Documentary Review

In this review I will be examining the information given and the presentation the facts and of the documentary.
The first point of note in examining this documentary is that it turns out to be a re-release (2002) of an older documentary (1998). The original version of this documentary is titled AKHENATON THE REBEL PHARAOH - THE GREAT EGYPTIANS, whilst the newer version is called Ancient Egyptians: Akhenaten. This discovery was made after needing to re-watch the documentary due to disruption during the original viewing. This means that, whilst the documentaries will include the same information, for reference the base of this review will be the 1998 version of the documentary. The only difference between the two can be found in the opening sequences and the end credits. 

This documentary was presented by Egyptologist Dr Bob Briar(?). The use of an Egyptologist as the presenter was clearly a means of adding authenticity. According to the end credits, the research for this documentary was done by Pat Remler.
A confusing point is that the extra commentary throughout the documentary is not done by the Doctor. It is possible that Remler was the voice behind it, but this is not confirmed or mentioned during the end credits.

The documentary moves on to the new change in art. The biggest change was in that Pharaoh was shown as misshapen, something that had never been done before due to a new focus on truth. This was a change from 1000 years worth of art.
Briar then indicates that it was the appearance of Akhenaten and his family likely fed or led to some of the ideas about aliens in ancient Egypt. This was likely included in the documentary as a means of adding humour to the video. Akhenaten’s appearance is mentioned often throughout the video. The documentary goes into more depth in the artistic side of things in the Amarna period than any other topic it presents.

Briar explains the basics of Akhenaten’s early life, giving the basics of how he came to the throne, his lack of standing in Egypt’s public, religious and familial matters, etc. There is not much speculation in this video but it is indicated that his early life was likely a catalyst to religion of Aten that he created. Further depth into Akhenaten’s childhood and the impacts of it would have been welcomed by me more than this basic overview. The basics of his life as Pharaoh were covered later- that he was married to Nefertiti and Kiya, had six daughters, and was the father of Tutankhamun.

In terms of the religion that Akhenaten set up, Briar does note the key facts- that it was a monotheistic religion, that it led to the creation of a new city as the religious centre,  that the religion was not universally welcomed and accepted, and that the religion surrounding Aten and the city of El-Amarna fell when Akhenaten died. If Briar had been able to go into more detail about the religion- such as how it impacted people, and how it worked and was run- then it would have been more helpful than the basic ‘Akhenaten created a new religion and a city around it’.

In examining the state of Egypt’s external affairs, Briar notes the army and international relations and their weakening position in both were not good under Akhenaten due to the Pharaoh’s focus on new city and new religion- that he created. The change in Egypt’s external affairs damaged Egypt’s influence from had wielded in the past. Now the country no longer dominated middle east. The information given in this area by the documentary and by Briar is very clearly a basic review of the external issues facing Egypt under Akhenaten. It would have been interesting to be given more depth in this area.
and Akhenaten had no training in these areas. It is likely that he either clung to what he knew and what he had or genuinely did not comprehend the issues presented to him in these areas. Regardless, it must be noted that he was rather isolated in the new city.

Briar declares that both wives- Nefertiti and Kiya died. Nefertiti’s death is suspect, as there those who have declared that Nefertiti ruled between Akhenaten’s death and the ascension of Tutankhamun. This should have been mentioned in the newer release of the documentary. The earlier release of the documentary can be excused from this, as the idea was not in circulation at the time, but the later release should at least mention it in the credits.

Briar speculates that Akhenaten had a genetic condition known as Marfan Syndrome- it would account for his elongated face, long fingers and toes, and unusual eyes- his daughters would have had a 50% chance of inheriting it- maybe they did.
The documentary investigates this idea at the end of the video, giving more depth to Akhenaten This can be considered a loop back to beginning of video and the information focused on the Pharaoh and not his religion. More information would certainly interest me more than information on art and religion in Amarna and fit in better with the titling of the documentary that indicated the focus would be on Akhenaten.

Overall, the documentary, in both its incarnations would be better served if they had been titled in reference to the religion and/or the art of the Amarna period, as these two areas are clearly the focus of this documentary. If it continues to be presented as having its focus on Akhenaten, then more information on him should be included, such as details on his reign, further explanations of his influence on art and religion in the Amarna period than the basic overview that was given, etc. More information on the idea of him having a condition such as Marfan Syndrome would be very interesting to see. The length of the documentary does limit the amount of information included, but it should certainly have more specifics in the areas it covers.
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