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Introduction
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]This report highlights and discusses five major UK political parties’ environmental policies represented by students of BSc Environmental Conservation at The University of Wales Trinity St David, with the notable exception being the Brexit Party. Due to the environmental awareness that has been growing in recent years every political party has devoted more focus than ever before on what stands to become the UK’s first ‘climate election’. Thanks to increased pressure from activists such as Greta Thunberg and groups such as Extinction Rebellion, environmental policies are at the forefront of the political spectrum for the first time. This has led to a catalogue of new policies being discussed all across the political spectrum all the way from The Green Party’s’ new green deal, which aims to transform all aspects of society to be more environmentally conscious through to The Conservatives more moderate aim to become carbon neutral by 2050.
Report
The Green Party’s key environmental pledge in their 2019 manifesto is the Green New Deal, an idea that transcends not just party boundaries, but international borders, rising in popularity in the USA, from its humble beginnings in 2007 with a collection of economists and environmentalists, including the Green Party’s current leader, Caroline Lucas (Pettifor, 2019). This Green New Deal, as set out in the manifesto, is a comprehensive 10 year plan aiming to transform both the economy and society at large, changing production and consumption of food and energy, alongside a massive shift within industry and transport. Millions of new ‘green-collar jobs’ would be created as a result of this New Deal, across many industries, atop a universal basic income of £89 a week for all adults. The ultimate goal for the Green Party is to reduce carbon emissions to net zero by 2030, at a cost of about £100 billion per year.
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Support and incentives would be provided towards renewable energy, with an aim of wind power alone providing around 70% of UK energy by 2030, with the remainder made up by other renewable sources. Fracking would be banned under the Green Party, alongside construction of nuclear power stations. Industry would be altered fundamentally, ‘from the carbon past’...’towards the renewable future’(Green Party, 2019, pp.19), with a push towards a circular economy alongside a 10 year warranty on white goods, as a legal right to repair would come into effect under the Greens. The manifesto also pushes for a ban on single use plastics, in addition to a promise of 100,000 new homes brought up to the Passivhaus standard, reducing heat losses and thus, need for heating (Passivhaus Trust, n.d) with these new developments situated in such a way to reduce the need for cars.

Another key focus for the Green Party is to end car dependency by markedly changing public transport, pouring £2.5 billion a year into cycleways and footpaths, from sustainable sources (Green Party, 2019), in addition to renationalisation of the railways so public transport could be made convenient and cheaper than cars. Electric vehicles would be encouraged with carbon taxes, outlawing other types of car in 2030, and added charging stations, although working from home would reduce personal vehicle use too. The last portion of the Green New Deal is food, farming and forestry, where the Green Party sets intentions to revolutionise relationships with the land, creating a more integrated approach to land use by pushing to agroecological farming via subsidies and planting 700 million trees over the decade (Confor, 2019).

While this may seem like masses of environmental policy, the Green Party’s manifesto wasn’t the most eco-ambitious of the British parties, and wasn’t costed. The ‘cost’ of the manifesto has been critiqued, as £100 billion borrowed per year seems extortionate, but it has been calculated that the cost of keeping the Trident nuclear programme is about £205 billion (Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, 2016, pp.1) and as the Green Party seek to end this, there should be ample funds, although the source is a disarmament group so their figure may be slightly biased. The Green Party also introduced a number of sources of income in addition to borrowing, in their manifesto, like the carbon tax that would gradually increase with renewables, removal of eco-unfriendly subsidies, and tax reform so that big business may pay its fair dues (Green Party, 2019).
Conclusion
As a whole, all of the main political parties in the UK had extraordinarily environmentally conscious manifestos, especially in comparison to previous elections, with both Labour and the Green Party proposing a Green New Deal (which Caroline Lucas, now Green leader helped formulate in 2007), a massive social, environmental and economic shift (Pettifor, 2019). The Liberal Democrats had a number of environmental policies too, but didn’t sign up to a Green New Deal, whereas the Conservative Party had a more limited number of environmental policies, their focus instead being more economic, while Plaid Cymru has been praised for impressive schemes like a zero waste Wales by 2030, despite shortcomings in tackling agricultural impacts on the environment. All of the parties’ manifestos promised to increase the numbers of trees planted to aid carbon sequestration but again Plaid Cymru’s numbers were significantly beneath that of the English parties, thanks to their focus on a green industrial revolution, although their promise of 2000 hectares planted per year from 2020 aligns with recommendations from the UK Climate Change Committee (Confor, 2019). Similarly, all the parties support carbon neutrality, with the Conservatives aiming for net zero by 2050, 2045 for Liberal Democrats, 2030 for the Greens and Plaid Cymru, while Labour promised for the bulk of carbon to be neutral by 2030, but no comment on true net zero and furthermore, none of the parties actively supported fracking in their manifestos in 2019 (Timms, 2019). Overall, the Conservatives opted to give themselves longer time targets, and fewer named obligations, making their manifesto relatively easy to act on, while the other parties all have strong environmental policies, which while more challenging to achieve, could show real change in a lifetime if acted upon, according to an assessment by Friends of the Earth (Timms, 2019b). Interesting to note is the increased youth votes for Labour, whose manifesto had the most environmental points of all the parties in this journal, with 56% of the vote among 18-24 year olds, an increasingly environmental generation, although the conservatives ended up winning the most seats to form a government (McDonnell and Curtis, 2019).
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