[bookmark: _Hlk41643732]Essay question: Using examples, evaluate contemporary media representation of Islam and Muslims in western contexts. 
Ethical journalism plays a crucial role in forming educated political opinions, yet unfortunately, most of media today fail to fulfill this important task. Blatant prejudice, servitude to political parties and gross misrepresentation have long replaced impartial, educated, accurate reporting, especially with regards to Muslims in the West. Hidden agendas and distorted facts predicate even the most ‘objective’ coverage of the Islamic world, and Islamophobia has become the mainstream media discourse “where images of Muslims as murderous fanatics abound in movies, videos and computer games”[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Noor, Farish A. (2006) "How Washington’s ‘War on Terror’ Became Everyone’s: Islamophobia and the Impact of September 11 on the Political Terrain of South and Southeast Asia," Human Architecture: Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge: Vol. 5 : Iss. 1 , Article 4.
Available at: https://scholarworks.umb.edu/humanarchitecture/vol5/iss1/4] 

Islam is consistently portrayed by Western media as a violence-prone religion that is diametrically opposed to the West[footnoteRef:2]. From the Iranian hostage crisis (1979-81) through the Gulf War (1990-91) and the attacks of 9/11(2001), Western news media have portrayed Islam as a monolithic entity (Said 1997), synonymous with terrorism and religious hysteria[footnoteRef:3]. Religiosity is equated with violence despite no credible evidence linking the two, while Muslims who display conservative or traditional predilection, be it in dress style, or gender roles, or even the permissibility of alcohol, are flagged as having potential for violence. Following the Charlie Hebdo shootings in early 2015, a French government-released flyer enumerated a change of dressing style and not listening to music as some of the signs of Muslim radicalisation[footnoteRef:4]. Adhering to the basic tenets of the faith, such as abstaining from alcohol, can earn one the ‘potential jihadi’ label. Even prominent news agencies fall into the trap of equating religious devoutness with a tendency for violence. An American news agency reporter described a Saudi billionaire as a “devout but moderate Muslim”[footnoteRef:5], implying in no uncertain terms that extremism and rigidity are more suited to piety than is moderation. Additionally, any form of civil, political activism is considered a sign of radicalisation. All in all, expressions of Muslim identity are routinely targeted by Islamophobia and racism, and reporting on Muslims has gone “from dog-whistling, to fear mongering, to complete fabrication without consequences”[footnoteRef:6].  [2:  Espiritu, Belinda F. “Negative Media Portrayal of Islam.” WACC. Accessed May 28, 2020. http://waccglobal.org/articles/negative-media-portrayal-of-islam]  [3:  “Media and Islam.” Muslim Social Services Kitchener Waterloo, July 18, 2016. http://muslimsocialserviceskw.org/media-and-islam/]  [4:  Al-Arian, Ali. “Why Western Attempts to Moderate Islam Are Dangerous.” Media | Al Jazeera. Al Jazeera, January 19, 2016. https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/01/western-attempts-moderate-islam-dangerous-160118081456021.html]  [5:  Ibid.]  [6:  Hanif, F. “State of Media Reporting on Islam and Muslims.” Muslim Council of Britain (MCB), May 23, 2020. https://mcb.org.uk/report/state-of-media-reporting-on-islam-and-muslims/.
] 

Politically motivated acts of violence abound in Europe, but less than 2 percent of these attacks are carried out by Muslims. Yet, with each major attack in a western country, media narratives invoking a radical Islam or a radicalised Muslim far exceed this proportion. Nathan Lean, author of the book ‘The Islamophobia Industry’, claims that this multi-million dollar industry grew following the 9/11 attacks, when "a cadre of bloggers, pseudo-scholars, religious leaders, and activists emerged touting special knowledge of Islam and Muslims"[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Lean, Esposito, and Esposito, John L. The Islamophobia Industry: How the Right Manufactures Fear of Muslims. 2012] 

[bookmark: _Hlk41643841]Among the manifestations of this fear of Islam and Muslims in the West is local opposition to the building of mosques and Islamic community centres, Muslim citizens being forced off planes, and regular life-threatening attacks on hapless victims who were targeted for belonging to the Muslim community. 
In Britain, racist tropes such as ‘Muslim immigration is part of a bigger plan to take over Europe’ and ‘some areas in Britain are under Sharia law and non-Muslims are denied entry’ abound, and polls say these can be traced directly to media propagation.[footnoteRef:8] According to a quarterly report published by the Muslim Council of Britain (MCB), terrorism is the most recurring theme in British media relating to Muslims and Islam and one third of all articles about Muslims and Islam are false generalisations and misrepresentations. Among news reports (tv and print), topical debates and tv dramas, there is a propensity to either associate Muslims with negative behaviour or aspects, or misrepresent Muslim behaviour or belief, or generalize, or omit prominence due to positive aspects, or use misleading imagery or headlines, or even club all 5 of these offences into one report![footnoteRef:9]“For example, in 2016, the Duchess of Sussex compiled a cookbook in collaboration with the Hubb community kitchen in the al-Manaar mosque for the victims of the Grenfell tower fire tragedy. Instead of giving this story a relevant headline, many British publications chose to publish it with varied headlines about how the mosque that Meghan visited was “linked to terrorists”[footnoteRef:10]. Besides eclipsing the positive story with an unrelated negative one, terrorist suspects are referred to in the headlines and the reports as terrorists, although the outcome of the trial had yet to be determined. [8:  Hanif, F. “State of Media Reporting on Islam and Muslims.” (2020)]  [9:  Ibid.]  [10:  Links to this story run by 3 leading UK newspapers:
Reynolds, John. “Mosque Duchess of Sussex Visited Linked to Terror Suspects.” News | The Times. The Times, November 24, 2018. https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/mosque-visited-by-meghan-duchess-of-sussex-is-linked-to-terror-suspects-6m85rsbsd.
Stickings, Tim. “Mosque Supported by Meghan Markle's Charity Cookbook 'Has Links to 19 Terrorists'.” Daily Mail Online. Associated Newspapers, November 26, 2018. https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6423517/Mosque-supported-Meghan-Markles-charity-cookbook-links-19-terrorists.html.
Tominey, Camilla. “Meghan Cookbook Mosque Linked to 19 Terror Suspects Including 'Jihadi John' in Group's Investigation .” The Telegraph. Telegraph Media Group, November 23, 2018. https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/11/23/meghan-cookbook-mosque-linked-19-terror-suspects-including-jihadi/.

] 

Another trend is to manipulate a story where the victim is/are Muslim to suggest Muslim blame. Take for example the case of the white man who walked into the Burwood Rd. mosque in Western Sydney and threatened worshippers with a golf club. While this seems to be a straightforward hate crime, an Australian daily chose to word its headline as follows: “Muslim Worshippers Attack Golf-Club Wielding Man Who Stormed Their Mosque and Started Hurling Insults at Them”[footnoteRef:11]. The wording was changed when the CfMM[footnoteRef:12] decried the error, but Muslims remained the focus of the story.[footnoteRef:13]  [11:  Hanif, F. “State of Media Reporting on Islam and Muslims.” (2020)]  [12:  Centre for Media Monitoring, https://cfmm.org.uk/]  [13:  Bevege, Alison. “Muslim Worshipers Fend off Golf-Club-Wielding Man Who Hurled Obscenities While They Were Praying.” Daily Mail Online. Associated Newspapers, December 5, 2018. https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6356955/Muslim-worshipers-beat-golf-club-wielding-man-hurled-obscenities-praying.html.] 

This is not to say that all reporting in Western media is mired by bias against Muslims. The CfMM report lists a few papers that show no bias, or positive bias, towards Islam and Muslims[footnoteRef:14]. Additionally, when the unrest erupted in 2005 against a cartoon caricaturing the prophet Muhammed by a Danish newspaper, most Western publications, including British newspapers, refrained from reproducing the cartoon[footnoteRef:15].  [14:  Hanif, F. “State of Media Reporting on Islam and Muslims.” (2020)]  [15:  Nazir, Pervaiz. "Political Islam and the Media." Policy Perspectives 4, no. 2 (2007): 21-39. Accessed May 28, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/42909172.
] 

Conclusion:
The representation of Islam and Muslims in Western contexts is at best biased and inaccurate, and at worst manipulated and fabricated. As the political leadership, save a paltry few, continue to either feed the flames of fear and hatred or turn a blind eye to the false representation of Islam, the media continue to influence the opinions and actions of the less discerning. For Muslims in the West especially, the effects of this continued journalistic propaganda are detrimental. From bullying in school, to prejudice at the workplace, to hate crimes that cause loss of life and damage of property, Muslims in the West are struggling to shield themselves from racist and Islamophobic assaults.   



