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Summary
Creativity is defined as ‘the use of imagination or original ideas to create something; inventiveness’ by the oxford English dictionary (2018). There are other skills that can also be included within the umbrella term of ‘creativity’ as detailed by Davies et al (2012) such as ‘creative thought processes, creative problem-solving skills, creative thinking, creative learning and possibility thinking’.

In Becoming an Outstanding Teacher (2015), Grigg shares that he thinks teachers are expected to meet so many different goals and requirements throughout the year that creativity becomes a “secondary importance” and shows the need to develop these skills. This view is shared by Professor Donaldson in Successful Futures when he emphasises that there is a growing need for “young people with improved levels of literacy, numeracy and wider skills, including critical thinking and creativity” which has resulted in the design and implementation of a new curriculum.

According to Davies et al (2012) there are three main aspects to be considered when ensuring that the children’s learning environments encourage the children exploring and using their creativity at any and all opportunities. These three main aspects are the physical environment, the pedagogical environment and the role of partnerships beyond the school. However, I also believe that there is a fourth important factor to children’s creativity and that is the role of the practitioner and the effect the practitioner has on the children in their class. 
The physical environment can have a huge impact on children’s creativity as Addison et al. (2010) found that having display boards up celebrating the children’s work has a positive effect on the use of creativity within the classroom. This may be due to an extrinsic reward being given by their creation being celebrated in the classroom they are more likely to create an intrinsic want to be creative and receive the recognition and praise for their designs and ideas. This theory of intrinsic and extrinsic motivation links with the role of the practitioner as they should be encouraging and praising the creativity children include within their work as well as within play and everyday activities instead of just in big celebratory displays of achievement. To be able to develop the children’s creativity Kerry (2015) believes that teachers ‘need to become creative thinkers themselves’ to build a naturally creative environment, so to develop the teachers creativity to consequently develop the children’s creativity, the teacher could use the Entrecomp Framework (Bacigalupo, 2010) to determine their own creative abilities and find ways and tips to improve their own creativity before focusing on developing the children’s creativity. 

Learning environment can also be used to develop children’s creativity by the teacher planning and providing opportunities for the children to experience different environments by going on a walk, a trip or using technology to be put into a different country, planet or many more environments. The teacher can observe these experiences and incorporate the children’s interests from the experiences in their school life to encourage creativity as suggested by Bancroft et al. (2008) by discovering the children’s individual previous knowledge which can be celebrated and shared with the class whilst creating a piece of work or just sharing their knowledge through communication and children are more likely to be creative when they have an interest in the project or theme or it is their own design that they are working on.

Another way that the physical environment can foster children’s creativity is through ensuring that there is a variety of resources and materials available to the children to use within any creation. There also needs to be space available for the children to use to be creative as well as store their project to dry or over time when children may return to their ideas and creations to continue to develop the idea and use of it before deciding it is finished. Davies (2011) suggests that a good way to ensure that there is a big variety in resources available to the children is to involve the parents and other partnerships in providing resources. By including the children’s parents, it will add an element of intrigue and make the children sharing their creations with their parents more meaningful because the parents will be able to experience the individuality and creativity that their child shares by seeing the materials before being use and the product at the end of the creative process that the children develop through before showcasing their creations. 

Another factor that has an effect on children’s creativity is their own creative thinking skills. One model to discuss for creative thinking is the theory behind Convergent and Divergent Thinking by Joy Paul Guilford (1967). Convergent thinking is described as ‘using logic to give a single correct answer’ which is required within some aspects of the children’s learning. However, as teachers we want to encourage the children to do Divergent thinking which is described as ‘using imagination to generate creative ideas as possible solutions’. Within education there will be times when we need to use convergent thinking such as during Mathematics children may need to use their logic to find a single correct answer where as in Literacy divergent thinking may be more appropriate as it allows the children to think of lots of ideas. After using divergent thinking the children may use convergent thinking to narrow their ideas by dismissing ideas that they think may be less successful.
So, as teachers we can encourage children to participate in Divergent thinking more by creating a safe and comfortable environment where the children are confident to share their ideas without fear of ridicule. Albert Einstein (2016- quoted by Premier) said “Creativity is contagious. Pass it on.” Which is what I believe is the teachers role within education pertaining to creativity. If we are creative, innovative teachers every day and create an environment where children and adults feel safe to share their creativity through discussion, creation or even just through participating in problem solving, we are passing on the skills to be creative as well as the confidence to share ideas, opinions and skills to the children we are teaching.

Another factor that contributes to the development and inclusion of creative thinking within education is 16 Habits of Mind and how effectively the children use these habits (Art Costa Centre For Thinking, date unknown). Costa and Kallick identified habits of mind as being real life skills and strategies that the children use when they do not know an answer to a question or problem. One of the 16 habits of mind is ‘Creating, Imagining and Innovating’. Costa and Kallick (2008) believe that creative children are intrinsically motivated due to the aesthetic challenge and successful completion of the problem or situation that they are resolving. 
Costa and Kallick (2004) also discussed how creative and flexible children are children with the most control. There are aspects of this idea that seem appropriate because the children require the control or ability to control themselves whilst doing a creative activity whilst working to ensure that their creation is successful in their opinion and so that they are able to create it how they want to with care and precision. However, I believe that to be a creative individual there is a natural characteristic that allows and encourages you to think of many differing ideas and be creative with the process of making something or solving a problem. 
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