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It is difficult to define outdoor learning, too broad a definition can 
become meaningless, whilst too narrow a definition may fail to 
account for the wide range of activities and locations 
encompassed within the term. French et al. (2023, p. 7) in their 
evaluation of the state of outdoor learning in Wales, cite the 
definition from The Institute for Outdoor Learning report 
(Anderson, 2021, p. 1) of ‘an umbrella term for actively inclusive 
facilitated approaches that predominantly use activities and 
experiences in the outdoors which lead to learning, increased 
health and wellbeing and environmental awareness’.

 The ‘Welsh way’, outdoor learning within the primary curriculum: a ‘fringe add-on or mainstream 
pedagogical practice’? (2024); Cheryl Ellis, Rosy Ellis, Laura Dobson, Sheena O’Leary and Andrea 
Williams - Wales Journal of Education - https://doi.org/10.16922/wje.26.2.10

https://doi.org/10.16922/wje.26.2.10


Teaching and learning in the outdoors: the 
current state of outdoor learning in schools in 
Wales (2023)
A study by Williams and Scott (2019) aimed to determine why secondary 
schools were not using outdoor learning regularly. The themes that emerged 
from the study include risk assessment requirements, weather, workload and 
time pressures, flexibility, behavioural challenges, assessment, and challenges 
with defining the concept. The study concluded that knowledge and skills 
about how to implement outdoor learning, personal development, and 
fluidity of movement all impact teachers’ use of outdoor learning facilities. 
Policymakers and schools should consider these, especially in response to 
the inconsistent messages Teachers receive about what outdoor learning 
looks like at schools.

Teaching and learning in the outdoors: the current state of outdoor learning in schools in Wales

https://hwb.gov.wales/api/storage/177a33a6-7c70-4843-bb63-903e70a04154/teaching-and-learning-in-the-outdoors-the-current-state-of-outdoor-learning-in-schools-in-wales.pdf


Curriculum for 
Wales



What is the purpose of education?

What is the 
‘value’?

What do 
we value?



Economy & Community

The outdoor activity tourism sector 
contributes a total net impact of £1.619 bn 
annually and supports 31,278 jobs (21% of all 
tourism jobs in Wales) (Miller Research 
2023). Its workforce is primarily made up of 
sole traders, SMEs and micro businesses, 
providing safe, effective, and uniquely Welsh 
products. Continued sustainable growth of 
the outdoor sector and its workforce relies 
on investment into the outdoor sector and 
the rural & coastal communities in which 
they exist, as well as addressing their needs 
across the Government’s legislative agenda.



Education & Lifelong Learning

Outdoor experiences expand horizons beyond traditional learning 
environments. Outdoor learning positively impacts attainment, health, and well-
being when integrated effectively into a well-planned educational programme. 
We believe outdoor learning should be an integral part of the Curriculum for 
Wales and lifelong learning opportunities, accessible to all.

We call for:

• Every child and young person in Wales to participate in at least one funded 
residential visit to an outdoor education centre during their school career.

• Schools, colleges, and universities to deliver outdoor learning experiences 
through their curricula, supported by schemes such as the Adventure Learning 
Framework.

• Outdoor learning pedagogy and adventure education to form part of initial 
teacher education programmes and the national professional learning 
framework.

• Schools, colleges, and universities to be able to access a range of outdoor 
learning training opportunities within the professional learning framework 
alongside centralised resources on platforms such as Hwb.



The 14 to 16 learner entitlement

Not all of the learning and experiences within 
Years 10 and 11 need result in a formal 
qualification. However, schools may wish to 
provide courses of study that lead to a 
qualification to support learner progress. 
Where schools do want to use qualifications 
to support curriculum provision of wider 
learning and experiences, they are 
encouraged to continue to use the Skills 
Challenge Certificate (SCC) up to September 
2027. This is when the Skills Suite (comprising 
skills for life and work qualifications and the 
personal project) will replace the SCC and will 
continue to provide support for this provision.
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Outdoor Learning - Milford Haven School
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14-16 offer
For all?

For alternative provision?



What does ‘good’ look 
like?



Developing an outdoor curriculum in preparation 
for Curriculum for Wales that develops pupils’ 
knowledge and skills as well as supporting their 
well-being.

Ysgol Gyfun Llangefni is a bilingual 11 to 18 comprehensive 
secondary school maintained by Ynys Môn local authority.

Developing an outdoor curriculum in preparation for Curriculum for Wales that develops pupils’ knowledge 
and skills as well as supporting their well-being - Estyn
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People Places

Finance Time

Opportunities 
and Threats



Category Amount (£) Percentage
Staffing (teachers, support staff, 
leadership, admin) £3,120,000 78%

Premises (utilities, maintenance, 
cleaning, grounds) £280,000 7%

Learning Resources & ICT £160,000 4%

Additional Learning Needs (ALN) 
Support £120,000 3%

Catering Services (net school 
contribution) £80,000 2%

Professional Learning & Staff 
Development £80,000 2%

Transport & Educational Visits £40,000 1%

Administration, Insurance & 
Governance £80,000 2%

Contingency / Reserves £40,000 1%

Total £4,000,000 100%





Why is provision of a co-curricular offer ‘better’ in private schools?



D of E in a secondary school setting
Scenario
▪ 2 male leaders  - DofE Leadership training / Hill and Moorland Leaders / Minibus driver 

training completed
▪ 1 male teacher volunteer – Basic First Aid qualified
▪ 3 female teacher volunteers – 2 with First Aid qualification
▪ Time available in the curriculum – zero hours
▪ No school minibus – 17 seater minibus hire through LA

30 X 15 /16 year old students registered for the Bronze Award

What are some of the potential issues?
Is this sustainable?



14-16 offer The Skills Suite | Qualifications Wales

WJEC Skills for Life and Work Qualifications

https://qualifications.wales/information-support/learners-parents-carers/qualifications/pre-16-qualifications/the-skills-suite/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/wjec-skills-for-life-and-work-qualifications/#tab_keydocuments


• Search qualifications – Results
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